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If you like this…    …you might like these 
 

Frankenstein in Baghdad by Ahmed 
Saadawi, translated by Jonathan Wright 

From the rubble-strewn streets of US-
occupied Baghdad, the junk dealer Hadi 
collects human body parts and stitches 

them together to create a corpse. His goal, 
he claims, is for the government to 

recognize the parts as people and give them 
a proper burial. But when the corpse goes 
missing, a wave of eerie murders begins 

sweeping the city…  Find out more at readinggroups.org… 

The Yellow Birds  

by Kevin Powers 

Everywhere John looks, he sees Murph. 

He flinches when cars drive past. His 

fingers clasp around the rifle he hasn't 

held for months. Wide-eyed strangers 

praise him as a hero, but he can feel 

himself disappearing… 

The Yellow Birds is an unforgettable 

depiction of the psychological impact of 

war, by a young Iraq veteran and poet. 

 

The Corpse Washer  

by Sinan Antoon 

Young Jawad, born to a traditional Shi'ite 

family of corpse washers and shrouders in 

Baghdad, decides to abandon the family 

tradition, choosing instead to become a 

sculptor, to celebrate life rather than 

tend to death. He enters Baghdad's 

Academy of Fine Arts in the late 1980s, in 

defiance of his father's wishes and 

determined to forge his own path. But 

the circumstances of history dictate 

otherwise… 

The Windup Girl  

by Paolo Bacigalupi 

Anderson Lake is a company man, AgriGen's 

calorie representative in Thailand. Under cover 

as a factory manager, he combs Bangkok's 

street markets in search of foodstuffs long 

thought to be extinct. There he meets Emiko 

the windup girl – now abandoned to the slums. 

She is one of the New People, engineered as 

slaves, soldiers and toys, they are the new 

underclass in a chilling near future where oil 

has run out. 

Imperial Life in the Emerald City: 

Inside Baghdad’s Green Zone 

by Rajiv Chandrasekaran 

From inside a surreal bubble of pure 

Americana known as the Green Zone, the US-

led Coalition Provisional Authority attempted 

to rule Iraq following the fall of Saddam 

Hussein's regime. Drawing on interviews and 

internal documents, Rajiv Chandrasekaran tells 

the memorable story of this ill-prepared 

attempt to build American democracy in a war-

torn Middle Eastern country. 
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