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If you like this…    …you might like these 
 

The World Goes On by László 
Krasznahorkai, translated by John Batki, 

Ottilie Mulzet & George Szirtes 

A Hungarian interpreter obsessed with waterfalls 
wanders the chaotic streets of Shanghai. A traveller 

encounters a giant of a man on the banks of the 
Ganges ranting on the nature of a single drop of 
water. A child labourer in a Portuguese marble 

quarry wanders off from work one day into a surreal 
realm alien from his daily toils.  

The World Goes On is a collection of 21 
unforgettable stories. 

Find out more at readinggroups.org… 

Dead Souls  

by Nikolai Gogol 

Chichikov is a dismissed civil servant 

turned unscrupulous confidence man, 

travelling the Russian countryside in 

pursuit of his shady enterprise, alongside 

a cast of comic. With its rich and ebullient 

language, ironic twists and startling 

juxtapositions, Dead Souls stands as one 

of the most dazzling and poetic 

masterpieces of the nineteenth century. 

The Castle  

by Franz Kafka 

This is the story of K. and his arrival in a 

village where he is never accepted, and 

his relentless, unavailing struggle with 

authority in order to gain entrance to the 

castle that seems to rule it. K.'s isolation 

and perplexity, his begging for the 

approval of elusive and anonymous 

powers, epitomises Kafka's vision of 

twentieth-century alienation and anxiety. 

The Expelled / The Calmative / The 

End / First Love by Samuel Beckett 

These four stories or 'nouvelles' date from 

1945, though all were published much later. All 

make use of a first-person narrator and relish 

its vagaries – the inability to remember facts, 

the uncertainty as to why he is speaking in the 

first place, the loss of heart when explanations 

seem called for... Above all, the stories crisply 

plot the narrator's plotless descent into 

vagrancy and despair. 

The Temple of the Golden Pavilion 

by Yukio Mishima 

Because of the boyhood trauma of seeing 

his mother make love to another man in the 

presence of his dying father, Mizoguchi 

becomes a hopeless stutterer. Taunted by 

his schoolmates, he feels utterly alone until 

he becomes an acolyte at a famous temple 

in Kyoto, where he develops an all-

consuming obsession with the temple's 

beauty. 
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