
 

THE WANDERERS 

Reading Group Guide 

About the book:  

Two teenagers, bound by love yet divided by fate, forge separate paths in pre-

First World War Devon and Cornwall. 

1912. Leo is on a journey. Aged thirteen and banished from the secluded farm 

of his childhood, he travels through Devon, grazing on berries and sleeping in copses. Behind him lies 

the past, and before him the West Country, spread out like a tapestry. But a wanderer is never alone 

for long, try as he might – and soon Leo is taken in by gypsies, with their waggons, horses and vivid 

attire. Yet he knows he cannot linger, and must forge on to Penzance, towards the western horizon…  

Lottie is at home. Life on the estate continues as usual, yet nothing is as it was. Her father is 

distracted by the promise of new love and Lottie is increasingly absorbed in the natural world: the 

profusion of wild flowers in the meadow, the habits of predators, and the mysteries of anatomy. And 

of course, Leo is absent. How will the two young people ever find each other again? 

 Discussion points: 

- Discuss the language and use of foreshadow used in The Wanderers. How does this differ to 

the first book? 

 

- How does Pears evoke the idea of a post-industrial Britain? 

 

- To what extent is Lottie a ‘wanderer’ within the confines of her home/family life? 

 

- We are shown hints of the supernatural and superstition particularly in relation to the 

gypsies. How does this reflect their role in society at the time? 

 

- To what extent is this novel a bildungsroman? Discuss the different ways we see the shift 

towards adolescence in both Leo and Lottie throughout the novel. 

 

- Discuss the different ways in which Lottie and Leo are both sensitive to nature. 

 

- To what extent are the traditional roles of male and female challenged? How does Pears 

reflect this in the animal kingdom alongside human society? 

 

- What would you argue is the central theme of the novel? How does this differ to the themes 

running across the trilogy so far?  

 

-  ‘Blaze cantered towards the enemy lines, Lottie raised the wooden sword and pointed it 

forward, yelling for all the world to hear the one word: “Chaaaaaaarge!”’. Discuss Pears’ use 

of fate in this novel. 
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