
Romantic reads without the cheese  

 

If you think books with a love story at their heart are full of soppy characters and unrealistic swooning, 

think again. This quirky selection is full of real relationships and funny takes on love and sex.  

Join in the conversation on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.  

More reading ideas at Reading Groups for Everyone. 

 

Everything I Know About Love by Dolly Alderton  

If you’ve read Dolly’s column, or listened to her podcast The High Low, you’ll 

know how well-informed she is about the terrors and (limited) triumphs of 

dating in your early twenties. This hilarious memoir covers falling in love, 

finding a job, getting drunk, being dumped, and the friends who 

stand by you along the way. Buy two copies of this and wrap up your spare 

for Galantine’s Day.   

 

 

Our Souls at Night by Kent Haruf  

A quiet, meditative book about finding love and companionship in later life. 

Addie and Louis are neighbours in a small town, both living alone after losing 

their partners; one day, Addie approaches Louis to ask him to consider 

sharing her bed and keeping her company at night. As their friendship grows, 

they reflect on their families, their mistakes and successes, and contemplate 

the future. 

 

 

Just Kids by Patti Smith  

A beautifully written memoir of an unconventional romance between two 

era-defining artists – Patti Smith and Robert Mapplethorpe – that’s also a 

love letter to 1970s New York, its creativity and sense of endless possibility. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/readingagency
https://twitter.com/readingagency
https://www.instagram.com/readingagency
http://readinggroups.org/
http://readinggroups.org/books/17310607
http://readinggroups.org/books/12126697
http://readinggroups.org/books/1431489
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Call Me by your Name by Andre Aciman  

Call Me By Your Name took cinema-goers by storm last year. If you loved the 

film – a gorgeous tale of first love set in sumptuous northern Italy – then this 

book will keep you going until summer returns.  

 

  

The Secret Loves of Geek Girls edited by Hope Nicholson  

Margaret Atwood is one of the geek girls who contributed to this brilliantly 

varied anthology of prose, comics and illustrated tales about the lives and 

loves of gamers, sci-fi fans and industry insiders.    

 

 

When Dimple Met Rishi by Sandhya Menon  

A sparkling, funny contemporary romance. Dimple is driven and determined; 

her main aim in life is to escape her traditional parents, get to university and 

not let an I.I.H. (Ideal Indian Husband), picked out by her parents, get in her 

way. She’s amazed when they agree for her to go to a coding convention, but 

little does she know they’re hoping to set her up with Rishi, also attending, 

who is a hopeless romantic and happy to follow in his parents’ footsteps.  

 

The Course of Love by Alain de Botton 

Edinburgh-based couple Rabih and Kirsten fall in love, get married and have 

children. Although nothing is ever as simple as that, is it? A frank look at a 

relationship without the rose tinted glasses, and what it actually means to 

live happily ever after. 

http://readinggroups.org/books/17300482
http://readinggroups.org/books/13827839
http://readinggroups.org/books/16823946
http://readinggroups.org/books/15020497
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Bad Romance by Emily Hill   

  

Pick up this dark and hilarious collection of short stories from dating 

columnist Emily Hill and you’ll realise that when it comes to Bad Romance, 

you could have it so much worse. From wedding day revenge, to the danger 

of befriending strangers in London, these stories are as full of wit as they are 

of warnings. 

 

All My Friends are Superheroes by Andrew Kaufman  

An imaginative tale of an ordinary man surrounded by unusual superheroes, 

on a quest to win back the love of his life. With its unique premise and quirky 

cast of characters (including the Perfectionist, the Ear, the Spooner and the 

Impossible Man), you’ll speed through this adorable book in an afternoon.  

 

The One by John Marrs  

This dark, funny thriller asks: what would you do if there was a DNA test that 

would find your one true love? Would you take it and discover your 

soulmate? As we follow the journeys of five people who have taken the test, 

it seems that a happy ever after might be possible. But the problem is, even 

soulmates have secrets, and some of them might be deadly… 

 

If I Was your Girl by Meredith Russo  

At Amanda's old school, she used to be called Andrew. Now she has a new 

group of girlfriends, a new crush and a new challenge: after years of bullying 

and rejection, can she open herself up to being loved for who she is? This all-

American teen romance will melt your heart and give you hope.  

http://readinggroups.org/books/17047711
http://readinggroups.org/books/2662326
http://readinggroups.org/books/15230855
http://readinggroups.org/books/13609838
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Rubyfruit Jungle by Rita Mae Brown  

A powerful coming-of-age tale about a young woman with a big character. 

Beautiful, funny and bright, Molly realises at a young age that she will have 

to be tough to stay true to herself. It’s 1950s America and Molly is gay and 

poor, with a disapproving adoptive mother. But she finds love, and friends, 

on her journey as she fights for acceptance and her right to happiness.  

 

 

Landline by Rainbow Rowell  

This quirky new novel from bestselling author Rainbow Rowell sees Georgie 

McCool looking for a second chance with her husband. A magic telephone 

may not be the time machine she was hoping for, but it’s all she’s got, and 

she’s hoping that by calling the past she might get a chance to save her 

future.  

 

 

http://readinggroups.org/books/12081504
http://readinggroups.org/books/12030987

