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Witches & Wizards 
About this pack 

Witches and Wizards make great characters in books. They can do magic for a start, and they can 
have adventures that are truly amazing and something we could only dream about. In this pack for 
your Chatterbooks reading group there are lots of witches and wizards and plenty of exciting 
adventures.  

 
We hope you enjoy them, together with all the discussion and activity ideas, and further reading 
suggestions.  

The pack is brought to you by The Reading Agency and their Children’s Reading Partner publisher 
partners. 
 
Chatterbooks [ www.readinggroups.org/chatterbooks] is a reading group programme for children 
aged 4 to 12 years. It is coordinated by The Reading Agency and its patron is author Dame 
Jacqueline Wilson. Chatterbooks groups run in libraries and schools, supporting and inspiring 
children’s literacy development by encouraging][g them to have a really good time reading and 
talking about books. 
The Reading Agency is an independent charity working to inspire more people to read more 
through programmes for adults, young people and Children – including the Summer Reading 
Challenge, and Chatterbooks. See www.readingagency.org.uk  
Children’s Reading Partners is a national partnership of children’s publishers and libraries working 
together to bring reading promotions and author events to as many young people as possible. 
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Witches and Wizards  
Ideas for discussion and activities 
To inspire and follow-up on these activities, get together a collection of all kinds of 
books which have witches, wizards or other magical characters!  A flip chart would 
also be useful for gathering your group’s ideas and responses, to feed into your 
discussions and activities. 

 
Things to talk about 
 
Book talk 
 
Talking about the books: some book-talk questions 
 
Get everyone to share their first responses to a book. This could be with the whole 
group – or children could discuss in pairs, and then share feelings and questions with 
everyone. 
 
Ask lots of open questions to get people talking and encourage discussion about 
feelings and responses to the story, the characters, and the way the story is told with 
lots of illustrations linking in with the text. 
 
There are no right or wrong answers to any of the questions – we will all have our 
own feelings and opinions about the book, and the things we like, or don’t like! 
 
Here are some questions to get you going: 
 What did you like about the book? 
 Was there anything that you disliked? 
 Was there anything that puzzled you? 
 Were there any patterns – any connections – that you noticed? 
 What did you think of the way the story was told in the pictures as well as in 

the words? 
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Activities: Warm ups 
 
Witch & Wizard Wordsearch  
Below are the items every good witch or wizard needs. Look for the words in the 
squares below - across, down, up, diagonally, and from right to left.   
(The Wordsearch answer is at the end of this pack.) 
 
CAULDRON  WAND  CLOAK  
BROOMSTICK SPELLBOOK  POTIONS  
FAMILIAR  HAT   BOOTS   
 
 
 
 
Q W X P O L T H R G E I S T X W 
Y P Q X V N W E C E A Z R Q G E 
Z V T L O D T R Q U R A Z O P R 
B M G B R O O M S T I C K R E E 
S F H A G V A I V L X B W J G W 
N P G L P X C O I A L I E N X O 
X O C G H Z Y M Z S X E X W B L 
N V B A H V A E N U Z P L V X F 
O X M K U F L E L K A O L C H L 
T Q K V K L O P S E X T N B A M 
E Z O W A N D S Q M W I X Z T V 
L V P O Z S S R F X Q O F G J Z 
E S P E L L B O O K Z N Z B G Q 
K E T E X E L J G N S S W A V K 
S P I D E R B X N X Q M P V R L 
W J Z S T O O B A T S V N P Q D 
 

  
Anagrams 
In The Witch Wars, Tiga doesn't believe that she is a witch until Fran points out that TIGA 
WHICABIM is actually an anagram of I AM A BIG WITCH! 
 
Have a go at solving these anagrams: 

 
1. CHINE WHINE TWIT  
2. TWITCHY RICK  
3. LAZINESS PRICE  
4. RAINY WAN  



 

Page 5 of 13 
 

5. BINGO BOLO  
6. TROPHY RATER  

7. SPECKS TILLS  
8. BROTHER MOON MOO  

                                    
 
Longer activities 
 
Invent your own potion 
 
The books featured in this pack are full of spells and potions, some that work and 
some that don’t! Have a go at creating your own potion. What would you want it to 
do? Would it work or would it do something entirely unexpected? 
 
 

My Potion 
 

Ingredients 
1. ………………………………………………. 
2. ………………………………………………. 
3. ………………………………………………. 
4. ………………………………………………. 
5. ……………………………………………….. 

 
Powers i.e. what would it do? 
…………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………
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…………………………………………………………
…………….. 
 
What would it look like? 
…………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………
……………... 
 
What would it smell 
like?............................................................................................
....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................
..................... 
 
Will it 
work?!?.......................................................................................
....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................
.................... 
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Draw your Familiar 
Witches and Wizards nearly always have a familiar, a companion which is usually an 
animal. In The Worst Witch, Mildred has a tabby cat called Tabby, in Harry Potter, 
Harry has an owl called Hedwig and in The Apprentice Witch, Arianwyn has a moon 
hare! 
What would your familiar be? Draw a picture of it, including as much detail as you 
can think of. Share your pictures with the group and talk about what makes your 
familiar special. 
 
A Modern Witch 
Flo from Witchworld is a thoroughly modern witch girl. She has a spell stick, travels 
about in her sky rider and wouldn’t know a cauldron if she fell into one. 
 
Imagine you are a modern witch or wizard. Would your mobile phone double up as a 
magic wand? Would you have a robot instead of a black cat by your side? 
 
Write about or draw yourself as a modern witch in the modern world. 
 
Creative writing 
 
It was Princess Eliza’s birthday. She was just blowing out the seven candles on her 
cake when …. 
 
This is how The Princess and the Wizard by Juila Donaldson begins. Have a go at 
writing your own story, starting in the same way. What do you want to happen when 
Eliza is blowing out her candles? You could add your own witches, wizards and magic 
or perhaps you would like to write a completely different kind of story.  
 
Share your finished stories with the group. 
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Books about witches and wizards 
 

Rich Witch Poor Witch  
Peter Bently & Jim Field   Macmillan 
9781447220183 
Twin sisters Witch Rose and Witch Rita are relaxing at home when the 
king arrives at Rita's front door looking terribly worried. The princess is 
refusing to smile! Will Witch Rita be able to solve the problem by 
conjuring up exquisite tiaras, fabulous frocks and boxes of chocs? Or 
will Witch Rose save the day with a very different approach? 
 
Peter Bently is the prizewinning author of many books for younger 
children, including KING JACK AND THE DRAGON, CATS AHOY! and THE 
GREAT DOG BOTTOM SWAP. He lives in South Devon. 
 

Jim Field is an illustrator, character designer and animation director. His first picture book, CATS 
AHOY! Also written by Peter Bently and published by MacMillan won the Booktrust Roald Dahl Funny 
Prize in 2011. Jim lives in Paris with his wife, daughter and a small grumpy cat. 

 
 

The Princess and the Wizard     Julia Donaldson & 
Lydia Monks  Macmillan  978-1405090766 
 
"The princess may try seven times to escape 

By changing her colour and changing her shape." 

But each time Princess Eliza changes – into a blue fish, a yellow chick, a 
red fox or a black cat – the wicked wizard finds her and sets her 
another horrible task. Will this plucky princess be able to outwit him 
and escape back to the palace in time to cut her birthday cake? 

 
Julia Donaldson is the outrageously talented, prize-winning author of the world's best-loved picture 
books, and was the 2011-2013 UK Children's Laureate. Her books include Room on the Broom, Stick 
Man, What the Ladybird Heard and the modern classics The Gruffalo, the The Gruffalo’s Child which 
have sold 17 million copies worldwide and has been translated into seventy languages. Julia also writes 
fiction as well as poems, plays and songs and her brilliant live children's shows are always in demand. 
Julia and her husband Malcolm divide their time between Sussex and Edinburgh. 
 
Lydia Monks is a best selling illustrator and author of children’s books, based in Sheffield. She’s 
probably most well known for her collaborations with author Julia Donaldson. Many of their books have 
become household favourites, including ‘What the Ladybird Heard’, which has sold over a million copies 
and been translated into many languages. The book has been adapted into a theatre production, which 
has toured worldwide. 

Lydia’s own books including, ‘Aaarrggh Spider!’ and the ‘I Wish I Were a Dog’ have won many awards 
and accolades. She has just finished the fourth book in her own pre-school series ‘Mungo Monkey’. 

http://www.jimfield.co.uk/Cats-Ahoy
http://www.jimfield.co.uk/Cats-Ahoy
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The Witch with an Itch  Helen Baugh & Deborah 
Allwright  Jonathan Cape  978-0857550989 
 

Follow one little witch as she tries to cast spells on some innocent 
woodland creatures. Each time she tries a bad spell, the witch gets an 
itch that sends her spells off in all sorts of unexpected directions... 

 
Helen Baugh wrote her first book (a book of spells) as a very young 
child. After taking a degree, travelling and working as a copywriter, she 
finally came full circle and started writing children's books again. Helen 
lives with her partner and their two daughters near the sea in Sussex. 
 

Deobrah Allwright is the acclaimed illustrator of the best-selling THE NIGHT PIRATES and SHE'LL BE 
COMING ROUND THE MOUNTAIN. Deborah has been a full-time illustrator for 8 years and lives and 
works in North London 

 
 

Fairytale Frankie and the Tricky Witch Greg Gormley 
& Steven Lenton  Orchard Books 978-1408333853 
  

Fairytale Frankie is a fearless tomboy who wakes up one morning to find 
a princess hiding under her bed and a frog in the cornflakes . . . all the 
characters appear to be hiding from a baddie and Frankie is determined 
to keep them safe. 

 
Greg Gormley is the author of several internationally successful picture 
books. Dog in Boots, earned superb reviews and was selected for the 
USBBY outstanding international books list and the Oprah Winfrey Best 
Picture Books list. He lives in Cambridge, UK with his family and a giant 

dog called Sid. 
 
Steven Lenton hails from Cheshire and now works from his studio in Soho, London creating an array of 
charming characters for his picture books. 
 
Best known for illustrating the best selling 'Shifty McGifty and Slippery Sam' written by Tracey Corderoy, 
Steven has illustrated many lovely book and has written his first story 'Princess Daisy and the Dragon 
and the Nincompoop Knights.' 

 

 
Winnie and Wilbur: Winnie the Witch  Valerie 
Thomas & Korky Paul  OUP  978-0192748164 
 
Winnie shares her big black house with Wilbur her big black cat. So 
sometimes she accidentally trips over him. Ouch! After some spells that 
make Wilbur look very silly, Winnie finds just the right magic to make 
sure she can always see him 
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Valerie Thomas was born in Australia and has lived there for most of her life. She has worked as a 
teacher, and her special hobby is travelling; and she has travelled to most parts of the world, even 
Antarctica, but she doesn’t travel by broomstick. She is now trying to organise her life so that she never 
has to experience another winter. She used to live with a big black cat exactly like Wilbur, but luckily her 
house was not black. 
Korky Paul was born in Harare, Zimbabwe in 1951. He enjoyed a wild and privileged childhood in the 
African Bushveldt. He studied Fine Arts at Durban Art School and Film Animation at CalArts. He began 
his career in advertising before becoming an award-winning illustrator of children’s books. He has sold 
more than two million books world wide in over twenty languages. Known only to himself as the 
‘World’s Greatest Portrait Artist’, Korky regularly visits schools to promote his passion for drawing. He is 
a patron of The Art Room, Pegasus Theatre and Reading Quest. Korky Paul is married with two children. 
He lives in Oxford, but they spend the summer living it up in Greece. 

 
 

Witch Wars  Sibeal Pounder   Bloomsbury  978-
1408852651 
 
When Fran the Fabulous Fairy turns up in Tiga Whicabim's shed to 
tell her she's a witch, Tiga doesn't believe her. Or at least not until 
Fran points out that TIGA WHICABIM is actually an anagram of I AM 
A BIG WITCH and magics her away down the drainpipes to compete 
in Witch Wars, the competition to crown the next Top Witch of Ritzy 
City. 
 
Sibéal Pounder was a researcher and writer for the Financial Times. 
Now she writes about fabulous witches and feisty fairies in her 
debut series, Witch Wars. She also tutors children who want to get 
into the media industry, helping them to develop articles and 

documentary shorts and teaching them how to put together magazines. Sibéal has a degree in 
History, a masters in Publishing and recently completed the Faber Academy's Writing for Children 
course. Sibéal's first book, WITCH WARS, was shortlisted for the Waterstones Children's Book Prize 
2016.  
 

Laura Anderson  has been working as a children's book illustrator since graduating from University 
College Falmouth in 2010.  In 2013, she illustrated CBeebies presenter Cerrie 
Burnell's Snowflakes and her first written and illustrated book,. I Don't Want Curly Hair  will be 
published in 2017.  
 

 
The Everyday Witch   Liz Martinez & Mark Beech    
Bloomsbury  978-0747597025 
 

One night a little boy peeps through his curtains and is horrified to see 
his mother fly past - on a broomstick (with Tiddles, his cat). Clearly 
there must be some mistake, but Jimmy doesn't want to take any 
chances. After consulting a book on how to identify witches, he starts 
looking for other telltale signs. But just as he begins to feel reassured 
that his mother is 'normal', Jimmy discovers the ultimate clue right 
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under his nose: stripy stockings on the washing line. This is a fantastically warm, witty rhyming text that 
ever-so-gently reminds us to challenge stereotypes (even if they do steal your cat). 
 
Liz Martinez was a highly respected medical negligence lawyer for many years before leaving the legal 
profession to raise a family. She began writing children's books in 2006. Liz also has a strong interest in 
spiritual studies, spiritual development and healing. She lives in Berkshire with her biggest critics, her 
two children.  
 

Mark Beech was born in Lancashire. He completed an art foundation course then a degree in textile 
design, working subsequently as a fabric designer in Hong Kong and India. He then worked as a milliner 
designing hats for clients including Lady Bracknell. Mark then returned to his roots to become a 
successful illustrator.  

 
 
 

The Apprentice Witch    James Nicol   Chicken House 
978-1910655153 
 

Arianwyn fluffs her witch's assessment. Awarded the dull bronze disc 
of an apprentice - to the glee of her arch-rival, Gimma - she's sent to 
protect the remote, dreary town of Lull. But her new life is far from 
boring. Turns out Gimma is the pompous mayor's favourite niece - and 
worse, she opens a magical rift in the nearby forest. As Arianwyn 
struggles with her spells, it's soon clear there's much more than her 
pride at stake ... 

 
James Nicol has loved books and stories his whole life. He has worked 
in bookshops and libraries and now spends all his spare time writing! 
He lives on the edge of the Cambridgeshire Fens in a house with too 
many books and too many musical instruments with his partner and a 
black and white cockapoo called Bonnie. 

 

 
 

Witchworld    Emma Fischel and Chris Riddell   Nosy 
Crow   
978-0857634177  
The witches of Witchworld have no need for old-fashioned wands 
or broomsticks, not when they have shiny Spellsticks and super-
whizzy Skyriders instead. And no one has a cauldron anymore, just a 
cupboard full of Potions2Go. Flo Skritchett lives with her mother, 
the editor-in-chief of celebrity and Lifestyle magazine, ‘Hocus 
Pocus’, and her witchteen sister.  
All is well, until her grandmother flies in to town and warns them 
that Witchworld is in danger from a Ghoul Attack! No one believes 
her – after all, Ghouls died out years ago, and she still rides around 
on a broomstick, for goodness’ sake! 
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Emma Fischel lives in London and writes both fiction and non-fiction. Her books have been 
published by Bloomsbury, Usborne, Watts, and others. 
 
Chris Riddell is an accomplished graphic artist who has illustrated many acclaimed books for 
children and has won the Unesco Award, has twice won the Kate Greenaway medal and has been 
shortlisted for the Kurt Maschler Award. He is also the acclaimed political cartoonist for the 
Guardian and the Observer. Together with Paul Stewart, he is the creator of the hugely successful 
Edge Chronicles, Barnaby Grimes, and the award-winning Far-Flung Adventures. 
 

 
The Wizards of Once   Cressida Cowell   Hodder   
978-1444936704 
 

Xar is a Wizard boy who has no Magic, and will do anything to get it. 
Wish is a Warrior girl, but she owns a banned Magical Object, and 
she will do anything to conceal it. 

In this whirlwind adventure, Xar and Wish must forget their 
differences if they're going to make it to the dungeons at Warrior 
Fort. 

Where something that has been sleeping for hundreds of years is 
stirring... 
 
Cressida Cowell grew up mostly in Central London. She has a BA in 

English Literature from Oxford University, a BA in Graphic Design from St Martin's and an MA in 
Narrative Illustration from Brighton. Cressida loves illustrating her own work, but also loves writing 
books for other people to illustrate as the end result can be so unexpected and inspiring. Cressida 
has written and illustrated eight books in the popular Hiccup series. How to Train Your Dragon has 
reached over 100,000 sales and is now published in over 30 languages. 
 

And don’t forget…… 
 
AUTHOR TITLE PUBLISHER ISBN 

Julia Donaldson & Axel 
Scheffler 

Room on the Broom Macmillan 978-
1447286578 

Ursula Williams Gobbolino the Witch’s Cat  Puffin 978-
0140302394 

Jill Murphy The Worst Witch Series Puffin  

J K Rowling Harry Potter Series Bloomsbury  

C S Lewis The Chronicles of Narnia HarperCollins  

Roald Dahl The Witches Puffin 978-
0141365473 
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Wordsearch answer 
 
Q W X P O L T H R G E I S T X W 
Y P Q X V N W E C E A Z R Q G E 
Z V T L O D T R Q U R A Z O P R 
B M G B R O O M S T I C K R E E 
S F H A G V A I V L X B W J G W 
N P G L P X C O I A L I E N X O 
X O C G H Z Y M Z S X E X W B L 
N V B A H V A E N U Z P L V X F 
O X M K U F L E L K A O L C H L 
T Q K V K L O P S E X T N B A M 
E Z O W A N D S Q M W I X Z T V 
L V P O Z S S R F X Q O F G J Z 
E S P E L L B O O K Z N Z B G Q 
K E T E X E L J G N S S W A V K 
S P I D E R B X N X Q M P V R L 
W J Z S T O O B A T S V N P Q D 
 
 
 

Anagrams 
 

1. CHINE WHINE TWIT (WINNIE THE WITCH) 
2. TWITCHY RICK (TRICKY WITCH) 
3. LAZINESS PRICE (PRINCESS ELIZA) 
4. RAINY WAN (ARIANWYN) 
5. BINGO BOLO (GOBBOLINO) 
6. TROPHY RATER (HARRY POTTER) 

7. SPECKS TILLS (SPELLSTICKS) 
8. BROTHER MOON MOO (ROOM ON THE BROOM) 

 
      


