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If you like this…    …you might like these 
 

History of Wolves by Emily Fridlund  

Linda, age 14, lives on a dying commune on the 
edge of a lake in the Midwest of America. She is 

isolated and lonely.  

A family move in on the opposite side of the lake. 
She befriends the young mother Patra, and son 
Paul, and feels a sense of belonging. When Leo, 

the absent father, returns home, Linda is 
shunned. Desperate to be accepted again, she 
fails to see the terrible warning signals, which 

have devastating consequences. Find out more at readinggroups.org… 

A Gate at the Stairs  

by Lorrie Moore 

Twenty-year-old Tassie Keltjin, a farmer's 

daughter from the plains of the Midwest, 

has come to university to escape her 

provincial home. 

When she takes a job as a part-time 

nanny to a couple who seem at once 

mysterious and glamorous, Tassie is 

drawn into their complicated household. 

As the year unfolds, the past bursts forth 

in dramatic and shocking ways. 

The Girls  

by Emma Cline 

Evie Boyd is fourteen and desperate to be 

noticed. It’s the summer of 1969 and 

restless, empty days stretch ahead of her. 

Until she sees them. The girls. And at 

their centre, Suzanne, black-haired and 

beautiful. 

Evie follows the girls back to the decaying 

ranch where they live. Was there a 

warning? A sign of what was coming? Or 

did Evie know already that there was no 

way back? 

 

Various Pets Alive and Dead  

by Marina Lewycka 

For twenty years Doro and Marcus lived in a 

commune, convinced lentils and free love 

would change the world. They didn't. What 

they did do was give their children a terror 

of radicalism, dirt, cooking rotas and 

poverty. 

Now in their 50s, they are starting to 

wonder; how do you stay true to your hippie 

roots when your children are embracing a 

life of middle-class capitalism? 

 

Winter’s Bone  

by Daniel Woodrell 

Amid the harsh landscape of the Ozark Hills, 

sixteen-year-old Ree is taking care of her 

mother and two brothers.  

Her father has put their house up as bail and if 

he doesn't show up at court it'll be sold from 

under them. To save her family she needs to 

track him down, but in a community riven with 

long-running feuds, getting answers isn't easy. 

A tale of love, heartbreak and resilience in the 

lonely wastes of the American Midwest. 
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