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Reading Group Questions for Before I Was Yours 
 

1. Before I Was Yours is written from multiple points of view: that of Jonah, Rosie, Sam and Trudi. What do 
you think this technique contributes to the novel and which was your favourite point of view? 

 

2. When I was researching the novel, I had mixed feelings about the notion of an adoption fair. Having read 
the chapter in which Jonah first encounters Rosie and Sam Keep, how do you feel about prospective 
adopters meeting children in this way?  

 

3. I use water and the sea as a symbol throughout the novel. How did this deepen your understands of 
Jonah? 

 

4. The character and motivations of Mister Sir are ambiguous. How did you respond to his character and his 
actions?  

 

5. Jonah and Rosie’s relationship is a difficult one, certainly at first. Who did you feel for most in these 
opening chapters? 

 

6. One of the relationships I most enjoyed writing was the one between Jonah and Alice. What do you think 
their growing friendship contributes to the novel? 

 

7. How do you respond to the character of the social worker, Trudi, and how she does her work? 
 

8. This is the first time I’ve taken my characters to a whole different country in a novel. What do the 
chapters set in Kenya contribute to the story? 

 

9. The scene I found hardest to write was the encounter between Jonah’s mother and Rosie. How did you 
react to their meeting? 

 

10. There are many secondary characters (including a loveable, three-legged cat) who add colour to the 
novel. Which of these characters did you enjoy reading most? 

 

11. Have your views on adoption changed through reading this novel? 
 

12. Did you find the ending of Before I Was Yours satisfying? 
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About the book 

Sam and Rosie Keep have always wanted children of their own but life hasn't worked out that way for them. The 
only option available to them now is adoption: they'll do anything to have a child to love. 

Seven-year-old Jonah is far away from home and his mama promised he'd be looked after in England. But the 
man who's meant to be taking care of him has disappeared and now Jonah's all alone. 

When Sam and Rosie meet Jonah they're certain they've found their son, and open their home and their hearts to 
him. Finally, their family is complete. 

And then the unthinkable happens and life changes for all three members of the Keep family. Suddenly Sam and 
Rosie must answer an impossible question: how far are they willing to go for a child who isn't really theirs? 

From the author of What Milo Saw and The Return of Norah Wells, comes this multiple-perspective family drama 
that isn't afraid to ask the difficult question: how far would you go for a child who isn't yours? 

For The Return of Nora Wells 

‘I couldn't put this insightful, compelling novel down’ 

Woman & Home 

 

‘An emotional family story . . . written with plenty of heart’ 

Sunday Mirror 

About the author 

Virginia Macgregor had a nomadic early childhood, moving between Germany, America, Corsica and Oxford, 
where she finally settled at the age of four. It was here that she wrote her first words and fell in love with the 
English language.  After graduating with First Class honours from Oxford, Virginia started writing regularly while 
working as an English teacher and housemistress. Virginia currently lives in New Hampshire, USA, with her 
husband, Hugh and their daughter. 


