
Chatterbooks Activity Pack



About this pack         

In this pack you’ll find lots of ideas for your group’s activities and discussion, all linked to the Royal Society 
Young People’s Book Prize.

Chatterbooks is a reading group programme for children aged 4 to 12 years. It is coordinated by The 
Reading Agency and its patron is author Dame Jacqueline Wilson. Chatterbooks groups run in libraries and 
schools, supporting and inspiring children’s literacy development by encouraging them to have a really good 
time reading and talking about books.

The Reading Agency is an independent charity working to inspire more people to read more through 
programmes for adults, young people and children – including the Summer Reading Challenge, and 
Chatterbooks. See www.readingagency.org.uk   
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About the Royal Society Young People’s Book Prize

The Royal Society Young People’s Book Prize aims to inspire young people to read about science and promotes 
the writing of excellent, accessible books for under-14s.

How does it work?

An expert adult judging panel meet in April each year to choose a shortlist of their favourite science books writ-
ten in the previous year. Once the six best books have been selected they hand over the task of picking a winner 
to those who know best – groups of young people aged up to 14 across the UK. 

These groups are formed anywhere, from schools and libraries to youth groups, Scout/Brownies or science 
centres. 

All participating groups have an equal say in deciding the winner. The results from all the groups are collated by 
The Royal Society to determine the winner. 

Find out more at: https://royalsociety.org/grants-schemes-awards/book-prizes/young-peoples-book-prize/ 
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Warm up activity

Wordsearch

Here are some words which are from the shortlisted books. Look for them in the squares.



Things to talk about

Have a good discussion about each book. Everyone will have their own responses and opinions, and the things 
they like, or don’t like.

Remember to think about each book from the point of view of the age group it is written for.

Here are some key questions which the judging panels are considering with each shortlisted book as they look 
for a winner for this year’s Prize:

• How does it look?  Is it attractive?  Does the cover and a flick through the contents draw you in so that you 
feel you want to read it?

• Is it well-written? Does it describe the subject clearly so that you can understand and enjoy the book?

• What makes it interesting?  Maybe the style of the writing? The combination of text and illustration? The 
way the information is presented?

• How much does it appeal to you? What do you particularly like about it?

• Would you recommend it to a friend?  What would you say about it?

More questions to get your discussions going:

• What especially caught your attention?

• Was there anything that took you completely by surprise?

• What kind of a book did you think it was going to be?

• Have you read others like it?

• How could the book have been better?

• What was the thing you most liked finding out from this book?

• If you gave up on this book can you say why?



What the judges said

Here are some opinions from the young people on the judging panels. What do you think about wht they say 
about the books?   Do you agree?

100 Things to Know About Space 

“What I really like about it is that it’s full of unexpected things”

A First Book of Animals

“I can imagine young children sitting listening to that being read to them. This book will get more children 
interested in science and interested in asking questions about the world around them.”

Awesome Body Book

“It helps us see how things that are amazing can be explained scientifically and how they work.”

Home Lab 

“I think it’s very important to show that science is not just done in a laboratory and it isn’t only studied at 
university – you can do it yourself and in quite simple ways and with simple materials.”

If

“It includes things that you wouldn’t think of as science, but actually it’s data and the way we collect and 
present data should be scientific.”

This Little Pebble

“It’s a really interesting and imaginative way to introduce geology to young readers.”



Activities

Scribbles blog

Have a look at the Young People’s Book Prize Scribbles blog at http://blogs.royalsociety.org/young-people/ and 
add in your thoughts and questions about the books.  

Create a presentation

Create a PowerPoint presentation about your favourite book from the shortlist and/or the book you think will 
win the prize!

Make a plan of what you want to say and what could go on each slide. 

Who is your audience? It could be your friends, a school assembly or a parents’ evening.  Aim to attract their 
attention and interest, so that they want to read the book and tell more people about it.  

Include in your presentation:

• An attention-catching title and first slide

• Simple, clear bullet points

• Brief information about the Royal Society Young People’s Book Prize

• Extracts from the book

• Reasons why it is your favourite book from the shortlist

• Why you think other people will want to read it

• Why you think it should win the prize

You could share out the shortlist among your Chatterbooks group so that each book has a supporter, or small 
supporting group, to create a Power Point arguing for the book.

Have a special session where each book is presented. This could be to friends and family, or at a school 
assembly. Then get everyone to vote for the book they think should win the prize.



Royal Society Young People’s Book Prize 2017 Shortlist

The Awesome Body Book
By Adam Frost
Bloomsbury 978-1-4088-6235-3        

How long are your intestines? How many mites live in your eyelashes? Do all 
adults wear clean underwear? Find out disgusting, hilarious, weird and wacky 
facts about your body with this awesome book! This book also won the Blue 
Peter Book Award in 2016 (Best Book with Facts).

If you liked this you might also like...  

Katie Daynes & Colin King See Inside Your Body Usborne 978-0746070055

Glenn Murphy Bodies: The Whole Blood-
Pumping Story (Science 
Sorted)

Macmillan 978-1447254591

Robert Winston My Amazing Body 
Machine: A colourful 
visual guide to how your 
body works 

DK 978-0241283806

Activities and things to talk about

Scrambled!

The letters in the words below have all been scrambled up. Can you unscramble them to find six words about 
our awesome bodies?

1. MOAT  Our bodies are made up of 7 octillion of these!

2. GO TUNE  We taste things with this

3. HOT SCAM The food we eat goes into here      

4. I BEAR CAT A lot of these are household germs    

5. A MURDER This vibrates when we hear things     

6. INK REST  Something smelly!  



What’s in this book?

Most information books have a contents page, numbered pages, and an index. What purpose do these features 
serve?  The Awesome Body Book has none of these, why do you think this is?  
Do you think these features should have been added, or do you find that the book works well for you even 
though it doesn’t have them?  

Face Fuzz

This is a section with facts about beards and moustaches. It says that nobody knows why men can grow beards 
and suggests a few theories. Why do you think men grow beards?!  Collect everyone’s ideas. They can be as 
fantastic as you like!

True or False?

Have fun with these awesome facts!  Some of them are true facts taken directly from The Awesome Body Book 
and some are facts from the book which have been twisted so that they are no longer true.. Can you tell which 
are true and which are false?  Divide into two teams. Read aloud these ‘facts’ and with each ‘fact’ ask people to 
call out whether they think it is true or false. 

Keep note of each team’s answers.  At the end read out which is true or false; the winning team is the one which 
has identified the most facts correctly as true or false. Talk some more about the amazingly true ones!

Variations
• Give each team a printed sheet with the list of facts and ask them to discuss and decide about each fact, 

marking it T or F.   Then go through the answers together to find the winning team.
• Get teams to create their own Amazing Facts list with a mix of true and invented facts – and then challenge 

each other!

Awesome Fact True or False
1. Your big toe is called a horcrux
2. There are more bacteria on a computer mouse than there are on a toilet 
seat
3. Your ears keep growing right through your life
4. Your nose grows a tiny bit if you tell a lie
5. Worms and jellyfish have no heart
6. Rhubarb leaves are poisonous
7. You can survive a day without drinking
8. It takes a rattlesnake 2 weeks to make a poo
9. The hair on your head grows about 10cm each month
10. Humans have 10,000 taste buds on their tongue; cows have 25,000
11. An appendix is the extra section at the end of a book
12. When you’re awake your brain can generate enough energy to power a 
light bulb
13. 500 people can stand on a blue whale’s tongue at one time
14. Your bones can mend themselves if they get broken



Face Time 

The muscles in your face can pull over 7000 different expressions!
Have a go at the expressions in the ‘Face Time’ section and try saying all the words for ‘Cheese’, used in different 
countries!  Do they make you look as If you’re smiling?  You could try taking pictures of each other saying the 
different words, to see which one works best!  

Let’s Twist Again

Have a go at the tongue twisters in this section.
Here are a couple more you could try:

Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers.
Did Peter Piper pick a peck of pickled peppers?
If Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppere
Where’s the peck of pickled peppers Peter Piper picked?

How much wood would a woodchuck chuck
If a woodchuck could chuck wood?
He would chuck, he would, as much as he could,
And chuck as much as a woodchuck would
If a woodchuck could chuck wood.

Sweet Dreams

Dreams are the images, ideas and emotions that occur in our minds while we are asleep. If we dream about 
falling or flying, what might this mean? Have a look at the ‘Sweet Dreams’ section in this book and the meanings 
suggested for the different kinds of dreams we have. 

What do you dream about?  Write down your dreams for a week (you may not dream every night) and then 
choose one to tell everyone about, and talk together about what it might mean. Remember that dreams often 
process things from what you have been doing and reading and thinking during the day.



A First Book of Animals
By Nicola Davies & illustrated by Petr Horáček
Walker 978-1-4063-5963-3

Nicola Davies, the award-winning author of A First Book of Nature, presents 
a spellbinding treasury of poems about the animal world, illustrated in 
breathtaking detail by Petr Horáček. Polar bears playing on the ice, tigers 
hunting in the jungle, fireflies twinkling in the evening sky and nightingales 
singing in the heart of the woods – there are animals everywhere. From blue 
whales to bumblebee bats and everything in between, A First Book of Animals 
takes you all over the planet to visit all kinds of different creatures. This book 
is a glorious celebration of life in the wild in all its variety and splendour, and 
belongs on every child’s bookshelf.

If you liked this you might also like...  

Camilla de le Bédoyère  Animals QED 978-1781719114
Jenny Broom Animalium (Welcome to 

the Museum) 
Big Picture Press 978-1783700608

Adrienne Barman Creaturepedia Wide Eyed Editions 978-1847806345

 Activities and things to talk about

Scrambled!
 
The letters in the words below have all been scrambled up – can you unscramble them to find six animals?

1. MAIN GOLF  A beautiful pink bird

2. FAG FIRE   What a long neck!    

3. CLEAN HOME  This animal can change colour to match its surroundings

4. OAR GILL   This is a species of ape – the one in this book is a silver-back

5. SEASHORE  Despite its name this is a fish!

6. BE SLEET   These are insects



Know your animals

The word ‘animal’ means ‘having breath, a living being’.  

There are several different kinds of animals, can you match up each of those below with its correct description?

1. Mammal A. Ten legs
2. Bird B. Breathes water; has scales; fins not legs
3. Amphibian C. Eight legs
4. Fish D. Six legs
5. Spider E. Breathes air; has beak and feathers; lays eggs
6. Reptile F. Breathes air; has fur and warm blood; has live 

babies
7. Crustacean G. Breathes air; has dry scaly skin; lays eggs 

(mostly)
8. Insect H. Breathes air and water; has smooth wet skin; 

lays eggs in water

Create an extra two page spread for this First Book of Animals

Choose an animal which isn’t in this book – e.g. a leopard, a mouse, or an ostrich. Find out about your animal, 
and collect words to describe it, and write a piece of prose or poetry describing how it looks and/or things that 
it does. 

Look at some of the two page spreads for each animal in A First Book of Animals and then design your own 
spread for the animal you have chosen. Draw a picture of the animal and its habitat and write your text inside 
your picture.

Animal Quiz 

You’ll find the answers to all of these questions in A First Book of Animals.

1. Which of these birds can’t fly?
a. Ostrich
b. Humming bird
c. Arctic tern

2. Which of these animals is a real-life dragon?
a. Toothless
b. Komodo
c. Norbert

3. How many different kinds of beetles are there in the world?
a. 3000
b. 300,000
c. 30



4. Which country do Pandas come from?
a. Scotland
b. Mexico
c. China

5. A golden lion tamarind is:
a. A lion
b. A monkey
c. A tree with pink flowers

6. Animals have stripes (There are 2 correct answers here)
a. As a warning that they will sting or have a poisonous bite
b. To look bright and attractive
c. To help them to hide

7. How many eggs does a turtle usually lay in the sand at one time?
a. 20
b. 100
c. 2

8.  What is unusual about a sea horse?
a. Its habitat is the sea but it has fur
b. It can’t swim
c. Sea horse babies grow inside the male

9. A baby kangaroo is called:
a. A Joey
b. An Eddie
c. A Jimmy

10. The fastest animal is:
a. A hare
b. A cheetah
c. A race horse



Home Lab
By Robert Winston
DK 978-0-2412-2844-9

Stir up some sticky slime, build a Solar System with rubber bands, power a 
speed boat using soap, and construct an erupting volcano, all with Home Lab, 
exciting experiments for budding scientists. Including a foreword by Professor 
Robert Winston, Home Lab is packed with 28 brilliant projects, using clear 
step-by-step instructions, everyday ingredients that can be found around the 
house and amazing photography to guide you from start to finish. Plus fact-
filled panels explain the science behind every experiment, as well as real-world 
examples providing a context to better understand scientific principles. Perfect 
for budding scientists and crafters, Home Lab will keep children entertained for 
hours.

If you liked this you might also like...

DK 101 Great Science 
Experiments

DK 978-0241185131

Glenn Murphy Why is Snot Green?: 
And other extremely 
important questions 
(and answers) from the 
Science Museum

Macmillan 978-1447273028

Roald Dahl Roald Dahl: George’s 
Marvellous Experiments

Puffin 978-0141375946

Activities and things to talk about

Scrambled!

The letters in the words below have all been scrambled up – can you unscramble them to find six words to do 
with the experiments in this book?

1. MILES   Goo!

2. LAST CRY   You can make some glittering lollipops with these on!

3. ALL BOON   You fill these with air to blow them up

4. LATE STATIC  These are formed from salts and hang like icicles

5. BOOS HEX   You can use one of these for growing a plant

6. BEGIRD   You use this to cross from one side to another



Hands on!

Talk about the ways in which you learn facts and information from Home Lab.
Below are two statements from the book; talk together about what they mean.
• Science depends on experimentation.
• Setbacks are opportunities to look at the experiment again, using a fresh approach.

Have a go at some Home Lab experiments

Some of the experiments in this book are best done in a school class but the following would probably work 
well in your Chatterbooks group:

• Sensational speakers  (p54)
• Dazzling kaleidoscope  (p62)
• Balloon rocket car  (p66)
• Jungle in a bottle  (p130)

And try these too – with some extras added

• Beautiful sun prints (p144). As well as leaves and feathers, try using lace and cut-out shapes or pastry 
cutters! On a windy day you could put a piece of glass on top of your leaves/lace design to stop things being 
blown away when outside in the sunlight. (N.B. Have adult help with this.) Or look for heavier items with an 
interesting shape, that won’t get blown away.

• Invisible ink (p14). With this you could make a treasure map, in an activity about pirates, or pretend to be 
spies and create secret messages. 

• Instead of lemon juice you could also do this activity with white vinegar, which is also acid.
• Paper planes  (p44). Challenge each other to see whose flies the furthest! Try making planes with different 

kinds of shapes and wings.
• Sticky slime (p10) and Monster marshmallows (p24). When you’ve had a go with either of these, share some 

gooey horror stories like Stink and the Attack of the Slime Mold (Megan McDonald) or the Slime Squad 
series (Steve Cole)!  Or make up your own stories!



If...A Mind-Bending Way of Looking at Big Ideas and 
Numbers
By David J Smith, illustrated by Steve Adams
Hachette 978-0-7502-9384-6
Some things are so big or so old that it’s hard to wrap your mind around them. 
If... looks at these hard-to-imagine objects and events and compares them to 
things we can instantly see, feel and touch. It is wonderful new way of seeing 
the world and is a fascinating way of understanding numbers and big ideas for 
children aged 8 and upwards.

If you liked this you might also like...

Elin Kelsey & Soyeon 
Kim

You are Stardust: Our 
Amazing Connections 
With Planet Earth 

Wayland 978-0750296571

Elin Kelsey & Soyeon 
Kim

Wild Ideas Wayland 978-1526360588

Steve Jenkins Just a Second Houghton Mifflin 978-1328740861

Activities and things to talk about

Scrambled!

The letters in the words below have all been scrambled up – can you unscramble them to find six words related 
to this book?

1. NITE MILE   This is a diagram which shows what happens through the years

2. FAME MITRE  This also shows events through the years in a diagram

3. STOVE IN INN  These are new creations or discoveries

4. NON INSECTT  The land mass of the earth is divided into seven of these

5. GREENY   Power which can provide light or heat

6. LACES   A system for grading or comparing something – it can be large or   
     small…



Getting your head round things

Talk about the ways that this book gets across big ideas and concepts, through the use of comparisons and 
graphic presentations. How does it help you to understand things?

What do you think?

Have a look at these scaled-down presentations of huge ideas and talk about things they are telling us:
• nventions through time (p16) and Inventions of the last 1000 years (p18).  Why do you think there are so 

many inventions in the most recent and smallest section of these timelines?
• Water (p22). Can you think of ways in which we could use less water?  Might there be ways in which we 

could make more water available for human use?
• Money (p26). Talk about what these images are telling us about who has the most and the least money. Why 

is this happening and do you think it could be changed?
• Energy (p28). This shows that most energy sources are powered by fossil fuels. What problems do you think 

this will this cause for the world in the future? 

Your life 1.

Look at the picture of a pizza on page 36. Does a day in your life divide up like this?  Work out how many hours 
in the day each pizza slice represents.

Make a list of the things you do each day and note down how many hours you spend on each activity.  Then 
draw a jumbo pizza showing a day in your own life and mark the slices, showing how your time is spent. 

Your life 2.

Draw a timeline divided into years, showing your life from the year you were born up to the present. For each 
year write in the main events of your life. Have more things happened in some years than in others?  Can you 
give reasons for this at all?

Earth Apple

Have a go at some of the activities at the end of this book: the Earth Apple looks a really interesting one to try, 
and talk about!



100 things to know about Space
By Alex Frith, Alice James and Jerome Martin, illustrated by 
Shaw Nielsen and Federico Mariani
Usborne 978-1-4095-9392-8

A fun and informative book packed with 100 fascinating things to know about 
space, from how to escape a black hole to why astronauts learn wilderness 
survival skills. With bright, infographic-style illustrations, detailed facts on every 
page, a glossary and index and internet links to specially selected websites for 
more information. 

If you liked this you might also like...

Louie Stowell & Roger 
Simo

The Usborne Official 
Astronaut’s Handbook

Usbone 978-1409590743

DK Space Exploration 
(Eyewitness)

DK 978-0241013601

Tim Peake Hello, is this planet 
Earth?: My View from 
the International Space 
Station (Official Tim Peake 
Book) 

Century  978-1780897158

Philip Reeve & Sarah 
McIntyre

Cakes in Space OUP 978-0192734907

Philip Reeve Railhead OUP 978-0192742766

Activities and things to talk about

Scrambled!

The letters in the words below have all been scrambled up – can you unscramble them to find six words to do 
with space?

1. MESCOT  Objects in space made of ice, frozen gases and rock

2. TEC ELOPES You can look at the stars through this

3. L PIECES  the Moon turns dark during one of these, when it lines up with the sun and the  
    earth, and passes through the shadow cast by the earth

4. A STOAT RUN A person who travels in space

5. PROVE A SUN A huge explosion when a star runs out of energy

6. ADDER MOAN The galaxy nearest to the Milky Way



Quiz

Can you pick out the real answer in each of these – 100 Things About Space will help you get them right! 

1. To be an astronaut you have to be able to speak:
a. Russian
b. Martian
c. American 

2. A tardigrade is:
a. Someone who climbs steps slowly
b. The toughest known outer space survivor creature
c. A creature covered in tar

3. Comets are made from:
a. Diamonds
b. Ice, frozen gases and rock
c. Methane gas

4. The first creatures sent from earth into space in 1947 were:
a. Mice
b. Guinea pigs
c. Fruit flies

5. Why is there a piece of Velcro inside a space helmet?
a. To attach the helmet to the space suit
b. To scratch your nose
c. To hold your drinking straw steady

6. How many earths would fit inside the sun?
a. More than a million
b. 800,000
c. 8,000

7. What is the temperature of earth’s inner core?
a. 60 degrees Centigrade
b. 600 degrees Centigrade
c. 6000 degrees Centigrade

8. What do you call the explosion of a star that has run out of energy?
a. A superstar
b. A supernova
c. A starburst

9. The first sandwich in space was:
a. Egg and cress
b. Corned beef on rye
c. Peanut butter and jelly

10.  What is the Big Bang?
a. The noise of a star exploding
b. A TV programme
c. The event which created time and space



11. What is spaghettification?
a. Astronauts making spaghetti in a space craft
b. Streamers of light in the sky
c. An object getting drawn out into a string by the force of gravity in a black hole 

12.  The snow on Mars is:
a. Diamond-shaped
b. Square
c. Black

Favourite Fact

What is your most amazing space fact from this book? See if you can find out even more about it and each 
create a two minute presentation or podcast to tell your friends all about it! 

Design a space suit!

Have a look at the suits on pages 23 and 101 and make a list of all the things you have to think about to create 
a suit which will be useful and protect you. Can you think of any more things you might need, especially if you 
were trying out new adventures and explorations such as investigating black holes, or finding life on other 
planets!  Make your space adventures as amazing as you like – and design a suit that is equally amazing!

Be a researcher: the International Space Station

There is a lot of information throughout this book about the International Space Station (ISS).  See if you can 
find out 10 facts about it. You could also do your research from information books and the internet.

Ten facts about the International Space Station
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10.

Make your own Board Game

Have a go at the Space Race Board Game! (p44). You could also make up your own game about a journey into 
space, copying this layout and thinking up things that could happen on the journey. For example a successful 
lift-off; a near-miss with an asteroid; a safe landing on Mars; what to do if a line breaks and you are floating in 
space!



Names and patterns of stars and constellations

Stars and constellations are often named after people and creatures in legends.

For example Orion is named after a hunter in Greek mythology. 
Can you find out about the legendary figures which these constellations are named after?

Andromeda
Centaurus
Hydra
Perseus

And can you find out which animals these constellations are named after – probably because their pattern 
made people think of these creatures.

Canis (Major and Minor)
Cygnus
Delphinus
Ursa  (Major and Minor) 

If you discover a comet  

Have a look at page 118 about how a comet is named.
If you discovered a comet with an unknown orbit in June next year, what would it be called?!

Going to Mars

Find out as much as you can from this book about Mars and what it might be like if people could settle there – 
especially pages 52-55.

Imagine a journey taking as long as 8 months and maybe surviving this journey in a deep sleep!
Other space journeys could take even longer. The distances in space are truly mind-boggling!  
A space ship going at 80 miles an hour would take 124 days to get to the moon; and it would take more than a 
lifetime to reach even the nearest stars.

In real life the Voyager 1 Space Station, launched in 1977, is now 11 billion miles from earth.
Light travels 5,800,000,000,000 miles a year – and so to reach the galaxy Andromeda, which is 2 million light 
years away, it would take you 2 million years to get there, if you travelled at the speed of light!

The storybook Cakes in Space (Philip Reeve & Sarah McIntyre) imagines what such a massive journey might 
be like. In the story it takes Astra and her family 199 years to get to a make-believe planet called Nova Mundi. 
It seems almost impossible to imagine how you would survive this!  In the story they travel in special sleeping 
pods, fast asleep and their bodies are cooled down so that they don’t age.

Talk about how you would feel about this.  You could also research cryonics, which is similar to what Astra and 
her family used.  It’s about keeping the bodies of animals or humans at a low temperature, in the hope that they 
can be revived at a future time.



This Little Pebble
By Anna Claybourne, illustrated by Sally Garland
Hachette 978-1-4451-4969-1

For readers aged six and up, This Little Pebble uses beautiful artwork to show the 
rich diversity of rocks all around us, with friendly, narrative text making the book 
feel like a journey. It explores topics as fascinating and as wide-ranging as Earth’s 
formation, the rock cycle, volcanoes and earthquakes, where precious stones 
come from and what fossils are. 

If you liked this you might also like...

Laura Knowles & Jennie 
Webber

It Starts With A Seed words & pictures 978-1910277171

Ben Morgan Rock & Fossil Hunter (DK 
Eyewitness)

DK 978-0241185391

Jacqui Bailey & Matthew 
Lilly

Monster Stones: The 
Story of a Dinosaur Fossil 
(Science Works)

A & C Black 978-0713662528

Alan Grant & Shalla Gray The Quite Big Rock Curly Tale Books 978-0957640207
Meredith Hooper & Chris 
Coady

The Pebble in my Pocket Frances Lincoln 978-1847807687

Activities and things to talk about

Scrambled!

The letters in the words below have all been scrambled up – can you unscramble them to find six words to do 
with rocks?

1. ROB DECK  The hard rock under the soil

2. NUMATION Piled up rock – higher than hills!

3. GAMMA  Hot, melted rock inside the earth

4. RUDE LOB  A large rock

5. RAMBLE  Hard shiny stone, often white; it was used by the Greeks and Romans to build   
    their temples

6. TEALS  Grey rock which splits into flat pieces and is used for tiling roofs



Information for younger readers

This is an information book for younger readers. In what ways does the author and illustrator present the 
information so that younger children can enjoy and understand the book? Does it make the book attractive to 
you as well?

What’s in your pocket?

See what’s in your pockets. Do you have any pebbles? If you do, is there a special pebble? And where do you like 
looking for pebbles?

Tell each other about all the things in your pockets, as well as any pebbles. Each item will probably say 
something about you, for example a button might have come off your jacket and you keep forgetting to sew it 
back on!

Have a pebble party!  

• Each bring in a pebble. This might be from the garden, the park, the countryside, or the beach.  Tell the story 
of where and how you found it. Hold it in your hand. How does it feel?  

• Think about where your pebble might have started out e.g. if it was on the beach it could have come from 
the cliff or been carried from further away by a sea current. Can you tell what kind of rock your pebble is?  Is 
it very hard? Or chalky?  What colour is it? It may be hard to find out but the colour and hardness of it might 
give you some clues.  P26 has some pictures of different pebbles which may be like yours.

• Paint your pebbles. Have a think first about the design or picture you’d like on your pebble – or words 
maybe.  You could get some stick-on googly eyes for making a pebble creature.

• There is a game called five-stones which you can play with pebbles – you need small pebbles about the size 
of a penny: http://www.wikihow.com/Play-Five-Stones  

• You could also have a go at a Rock to Pebble board game. Make it in advance so that you can play it at your 
party!

Imagine you are a pebble

Write a story in the first person about how you got to be a pebble and the adventures you had on the way.



Rock to Pebble board game

1. Make your board. On a good-sized piece of cardboard, draw a layout like the example below.  (You’ll find 
other board game templates on the internet.)

2. Decide on a rock and make notes from the book about the journey the rock has in becoming a pebble.

3. Use pebbles as your ‘tokens’. Have 4 to 6 pebbles which can be moved along the spaces on your board. Give 
them each a different colour – or a rock name – e.g. granite, marble, chalk, amber.

4. Number the spaces on your board. You could decorate your board with pictures of landscapes or rocks.

5. Make your cards. These tell you how many spaces you can move forwards – and backwards! – along the 
board. Have a set of at least 40 cards – you could have multiples of some of the actions, and you could include 
cards for ‘Miss a Turn’ and ‘Have an Extra Turn’.  Below are some suggestions for the actions on your cards. What 
else can you think of that might happen to your pebble?

6. Play your game! Shuffle all the cards and place face down in the middle of the board.  Each player chooses a 
train token. Use dice throws to see who will start the game. The first player takes the top card and moves/stays 
according to the action on the card. Then the other players follow in turn, taking a card from the top of the pack 
and moving as instructed by the card.  The winner is the first to get to the ‘Finish’ square where the rock has 
become a pebble.

Suggestions for your cards & suggested scores – adapt as you choose.
1. Shaken by an earthquake – forward 2 spaces
2. Exploded from a volcano – forward 2 spaces
3. On the beach for 2000 years – miss 2 turns
4. In someone’s pocket – forward 1 space



Answers

Wordsearch answers

The Awesome Body Book  

Scrambled!
1. Atom
2. Tongue
3. Stomach
4. Bacteria
5. Eardrum
6. Stinker 

True or False?
1. False – it’s a hallux
2. True
3. True
4. False (though Pinocchio’s does in The Story of Pinocchio!)
5. False for the worm – it has 5 hearts; True for the jellyfish
6. True
7. False – it’s usually 3 days
8. True
9. False – just 1cm!
10. True 
11. True – but it is also a narrow tube linked to the large intestine
12. True
13. False – it’s 50 people!
14. True 



A First Book of Animals  

Scrambled!
1. Flamingo
2. Giraffe
3. Chameleon
4. Gorilla
5. Seahorse
6. Beetles

Animal Quiz
1 a, 2 b, 3 b, 4 c, 5 b, 6 a&c, 7 b, 8 c, 9 a, 10 b

Do you know your animals?
1 F, 2 E, 3 H, 4 B, 5 C, 6 G, 7 A, 8 D

Home Lab  

Scrambled!
1. Slime
2. Crystal
3. Balloon
4. Stalactite
5. Shoebox
6. Bridge

If…   

Scrambled!
1. Timeline
2. Timeframe
3. Inventions
4. Continents
5. Energy
6. Scale

This Little Pebble  

Scrambled!
1. Bedrock
2. Mountain
3. Magma
4. Boulder
5. Marble
6. Slate



100 Things to Know About Space  

Scrambled!
1. Comets
2. Telescope
3. Eclipse
4. Astronaut
5. Supernova
6. Andromeda 

Space Quiz
1 a, 2 b, 3 b, 4 c, 5 b, 6 a, 7 c, 8 b, 9 b, 10 c, 11 c, 12 b


