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Podcast List 
 

 

What do you do when you can’t read? Because sometimes, it’s just not possible - like 

when you’re on the bus and reading would make you feel travel sick, or when you’re 

walking somewhere and looking at a book would simply cause you to fall over! The next 

best thing is a good books podcast. Here are our favourites: 

 

1. Backlisted – The podcast that gives new life to old books. Hosted by the founder of Unbound 

Publishing, John Mitchinson, and literary guru, Andy Miller, each episode a guest author is 

invited on to the show to discuss a literary gem that perhaps hasn’t received the recognition it 

deserves.  

 

2. New Yorker Fiction - A monthly podcast hosted by The New Yorker fiction editor Deborah 

Treisman. The guest author reads and discusses a piece of fiction from The New Yorker’s vast 

archives.  

 

3. Literary Friction - Carrie and Octavia host a monthly conversation about all things literature. 

Each show is themed around an up-and-coming or established author, and features discussions, 

recommendations, and all the latest releases. Previous guests include Sarah Pascoe and Eimear 

McBride. 

 

4. Meet the Writers – Existing as part of Monocle Radio, every Saturday Georgina Goodwin sits 

down with an author to conduct an in depth discussion about the person behind the prose. A 

star-studded line up of guests includes Irvine Welsh, Jonathan Safran-Foer, and Maggie O’Farrell 

to name a few. 

 

5. Mystery Murder Mystery – Here’s something fun for you. Three guys sit around a table. They 

read out the opening chapter of a murder mystery play that one of 

them has written. Next week the script is handed over to someone 

http://blog.unbound.com/the-backlisted-podcast/
http://www.newyorker.com/podcast/fiction
http://www.nts.live/shows/literaryfriction
https://monocle.com/radio/shows/meet-the-writers/
https://itunes.apple.com/au/podcast/the-mystery-murder-mystery/id1207799912?mt=2
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else who proceeds to write the next chapter and so on and so forth until no one know “who 

dunnit”. Imagine a spooky, literary version of ‘Consequences.’ It’s rough around the edges but 

that’s part of its charm and there’s plenty here to keep you chuckling throughout the day.  

 

6. The Guardian Books Podcast – a weekly look at the world of books, poetry and great writing 

presented by Claire Armistead, Richard Lea and Sian Cain. With in-depth interviews and leading 

authors and investigations into thematic trends, this is the perfect book worm’s companion. 

 

7. The Girls who Lived – A podcast designed for all you Potter fanatics out there, and let’s be 

honest, there are plenty. If you’re a pothead then this podcast is like stumbling into the 

Honeydukes cellar. 

 

8. The Penguin Podcast – A fortnightly informal discussion with authors and the objects that 

inspired their books. 

 

9. The London Review Bookshop Podcast – Twice a week or so, the London Review Bookshop 

becomes a miniature auditorium in which authors talk about and read from their work, meet 

their readers and engage in lively debate about the burning topics of the day. For all those who 

couldn’t get a ticket to the live event, you can listen here for free. Former stars include Alan 

Bennett, Patti Smith and Jarvis Cocker.  

 

10. Open Book – Mariella Frostrup hosts Radio 4’s longstanding show which, with the help of 

authors and publishers, takes a look at new fiction, non-fiction, and old time classics. Recent 

guests include Kit De Waal, George Saunders, and Han Kang.  

 

11. The Poetry Gods - An upbeat, youthful take on poetry, the newly minted Poetry Gods 

project shares the stories behind the poems and features interviews with contemporary poets. 

This one is a little bit tricky to find. Go to iTunes and search “poetry gods.” If you search the full 

name it won’t come up.  

 

12. Shakespeare Unlimited - Shakespeare turns up in the most interesting places—not just literature 

and the stage, but science and social history as well. Folger’s "Shakespeare Unlimited" podcast 

explores the fascinating and varied connections between Shakespeare, his works, and the world 

around us. 

 

13. The Moth – A US phenomenon, The Moth is a storytelling event where celebrities and members 

of the public relate confessional tales in front of an audience without notes. Funny, shocking, 

sometimes heart-wrenching, always true. There is also an archive of 

stories to listen to. 

https://www.theguardian.com/books/series/books
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/the-girls-who-lived/id1172431509?mt=2%20http%3A%2F%2F
https://www.penguin.co.uk/articles/in-conversation/podcasts/penguin-podcast/
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/podcast/london-review-bookshop-podcasts/id734373360?mt=2
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qp6p
http://thepoetrygods.com/
http://www.folger.edu/shakespeare-unlimited
https://themoth.org/podcast

