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Fever Dream by Samanta 
Schweblin, translated by Megan 

McDowell 
 

A young woman lies dying, a boy sits 
beside her. He prompts her to recount 
the trauma that has led to where they 
are, and in doing so reveals a terrifying 

reality. 

If you like this…    …you might like these 
 

Find out more at readinggroups.org… 

Ghosts by César Aira  

Ghosts, by Argentinian author César Aira, 

is about a construction worker's family 

squatting on a building site. 

 They all see large and handsome ghosts 

around their quarters, but the teenage 

daughter is the most curious. Her 

questions become more and more 

heartfelt until the story reaches a critical, 

chilling moment. When the daughter's life 

hangs in the balance. 

Mend the Living by Maylis de 

Kerangal  

The heart of Simon Limbeau is resting, 

readying itself for the day to come. 

In a few hours' time, his alarm will go off 

and he will venture into the freezing 

dawn, drive to the beach, and go surfing. 

But for now, the black-box of his body is 

free to leap, swell, melt and sink. 

5.50 a.m.  

This is his heart. And here is its story. 

 

 

 

Slade House by David 

Mitchell  

Turn down Slade Alley - narrow, dank and 

easy to miss, even when you're looking 

for it. 

A stranger greets you and invites you 

inside. At first, you won't want to leave. 

Later, you'll find that you can't. 

October, a 'guest' is summoned to Slade 

House. But why has that person been 

chosen, by whom and for what purpose? 

On the road by Jack Kerouac  

Sal Paradise, a young innocent, joins his 

hero Dean Moriarty, a traveller and 

mystic, the living epitome of Beat, on a 

breathless, exuberant ride back and forth 

across the United States.  

Their hedonistic search for release or 

fulfilment through drink, sex, drugs and 

jazz becomes an exploration of personal 

freedom, a test of the limits of the 

American dream. 
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