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The Unseen by Roy Jacobsen, 
translated by Don Bartlett and 

Don Shaw 
 

Ingrid is born on a tiny island, barely big 
enough for her family. Her father dreams 
of connecting to the mainland, but this 

connection will come at a price. 

If you like this…    …you might like these 
 

Find out more at readinggroups.org… 

The Gustav Sonata by Rose 

Tremain 

Gustav Perle grows up in a small town in 

'neutral' Switzerland, where the horrors 

of War seem a distant echo. But Gustav's 

father has mysteriously died, and his 

adored mother Emilie is strangely cold to 

him.  

Gustav's childhood is spent in lonely 

isolation until an intense friendship with 

Anton Zwiebel begins to define his life.  

The Ice Palace by Tarjei Vesaas 

This story tells the tale of Siss and Unn, 

two friends who have only spent one 

evening in each other's company. But so 

profound is this evening between them 

that when Unn inexplicably disappears, 

Siss's world is shattered.  

Siss's struggle with her fidelity to the 

memory of her friend and Unn's fatal 

exploration of the strange, terrifyingly 

beautiful frozen waterfall that is the Ice 

Palace. 

 

A Place Called Winter by Patrick 

Gale 

Harry Cane has followed convention at 

every step. Until he is forced to abandon 

his wife and child and move to Canada. 

Remote and unforgiving, his allotted 

homestead in a place called Winter. In 

this isolated, seemingly harsh landscape, 

under the threat of war and madness the 

fight for survival will reveal in Harry an 

inner strength and capacity of love. 

Doppler by Erlend Loe 

Doppler has just lost his father. Despite 

the fact that he has a pregnant wife and 

two children, he decides to move into the 

woods. Here he starts a lonely and 

purposefully boring existence. He has 

never been so happy.  

When Doppler kills a she-elk he can't feel 

guilty about it, but he does feel a bit guilty 

about the calf left behind. When the baby 

elk adopts him, Doppler is tempted to 

knock it down as well. But gradually they 

become friends.  
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