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Chatterbooks Activity Pack: Faber children’s books 

Squishy McFluff and more Faber friends! 
 
About this pack 
Here are three fun characters from Faber: Squishy McFluff, Woozy the Wizard, and 
Dave Pigeon. In these stories for 4 to 7s meet Squishy the invisible cat and Ava, his 
young friend and partner in mischief; Woozy, a much-loved wizard whose spells can 
go a bit adrift – and wacky Dave Pigeon, and his best friend Skipper, who are writing 
a book on how they defeated Mean Cat in order to help fellow pigeons everywhere! 
 
This pack gives descriptions and tasters from all the books, suggestions for more 
reading, plus discussion and activity ideas for your Chatterbooks reading groups.    

 
It’s brought to you by The Reading Agency and their Children’s Reading 
Partner, Faber www.faber.co.uk/shop/children-s-books.html   
 

 
Chatterbooks [www.chatterbooks.org.uk] is a reading group programme for children aged 4 to 12 
years. It is coordinated by The Reading Agency and its patron is author Dame Jacqueline Wilson. 
Chatterbooks groups run in libraries and schools, supporting and inspiring children’s literacy 
development by encouraging them to have a really good time reading and talking about books. 
 
The Reading Agency is an independent charity working to inspire more people to read more 
through programmes for adults, young people and Children – including the Summer Reading 
Challenge, and Chatterbooks. See www.readingagency.org.uk  
 
Children’s Reading Partners is a national partnership of children’s publishers and libraries working 
together to bring reading promotions and author events to as many children and young people as 
possible. 
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Chatterbooks Activity Pack: Faber children’s books 

 
Introducing these books  
These books are great to read aloud to your group or for children to read for 
themselves.  Squishy McFluff and Woozy the Wizard are both written in rhyming 
verse, while Dave Pigeon, and his side-kick Skipper. Tell their story in pacey narrative 
and speech bubbles. 
Once children have read one they’ll want to read more – the books have lots of 
humour, likeable characters, and much to think about.  
 

Talking about the books: some book-talk questions 
Get everyone to share their first responses. This could be with the whole group or 
class – or children could discuss in small groups, and then share feelings and 
questions with everyone. 
 
Ask lots of open questions to get people talking and encourage discussion about 
feelings and responses to the story, the characters, and the way the stories are told 
with lots of illustrations linking in with the text. 
 
Have a good to-ing and fro-ing discussion – everyone will have their own feelings and 
opinions about the book, and the things they like, or don’t like! 
 
Here are some questions to get you going: 

o What did you like about the book/s? 
o Was there anything that you didn’t like? 
o What are your favourite funny bits in the book/s? 
o Was there anything that puzzled you? 
o Who are your favourite characters?   What did you like most about them? 
o The Squishy McFluff and Woozy the Wizard stories are told in rhyming verse – 

what did you think about this?  Does it make the story easier for you to read or 
listen to? 

o How would you describe these books to a friend? 
o What did you think about the beginning and the ending of each book – did the 

beginning get you interested?  How did you feel at the end?  
 
Get together your sets of books about Squishy, Woozy and Dave Pigeon - plus a 
collection of stories about friends and pets (visible and invisible!), wacky witches and 
wizards, and funny fiction about birds – you’ll find some ideas in the section More 
reading ideas at the end of this pack. 
Have sheets of flip chart paper for collecting everyone’s thoughts and ideas. 
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The books, the authors, and illustrators – with some activities for 
each set of books 
 

Squishy McFluff        by Pip Jones and Ella Okstad 
These books are a lovely bridge between picture books and younger fiction – for 
children aged 4+ to read, and for very young children upwards to share and enjoy! 

 
 
Squishy McFluff – The Invisible Cat    
978-0571302505 
'Can you see him? My kitten? Close your eyes tight 
His fur is so soft and all silvery white 
Imagine him quick! Have you imagined enough? 
Oh, good, you can see him! It's Squishy McFluff!' 

When Ava discovers an imaginary cat in the cabbage patch, she knows 
she's found a new best friend. Together, Ava and Squishy McFluff get 

up to all kinds of mischief . . . 

 

Squishy McFluff: Big Country Fair    
978-0571320707 
‘Your invisible kitten, said the mayor, ‘stopped the thief? 
A rare breed indeed!’ she exclaimed. ‘Well, good grief, 
I declare a brand NEW prize, never won yet, 
For the Country Fair’s Bravest INVISIBLE Pet!’ 

Squishy McFluff has been blow-dried and primped to perfection. He must 
win the Country Fair prettiest pet competition - and will if Ava has anything to do with it . . .   But 
not everyone can see he's the winner. The Mayor seems to have a particular blindspot . . . That is 
until Ava and her invisible pet foil a dastardly robbery! 
 

 

Squishy McFluff Meets Mad Nana Dot   
978-0571302543 
Ava and Squishy are up to their normal no-good when Dad whisks them 
off to Nana Dot's - Mum's got to go to the hospital to bring back Ava a 
baby sister! But Mad Nana Dot's lost her glasses so can't SEE Squishy 
McFluff . . . and a trip to the hairdresser's, the post office, the fishmonger 
all end in adorable disaster. 
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Squishy McFluff: Seaside Rescue!  978-
0571320684 
Ava danced round her room, 
Shouting: "Hip hip hooray! 
It's holiday time! 
And we're going today!" 

Ava is excited to be going on holiday to the seaside. But with Squishy 
McFluff, the mischievous invisible cat coming along things are bound to get very, very silly... 
 
 

 

Squishy McFluff: Secret Santa  978-0571302567 
Ava and Squishy are back and this time their adorable chaos hits 
Christmas preparations for Mum, Dad, baby Roo, the local Christmas fete 
and much, much more . . . In her letter to Santa, Ava only has one wish. 
Will she get what her heart desires on Christmas day? 

 
 

 

Squishy McFluff: Supermarket Sweep!  978-
0571302529 
Can you see him? My kitten? He has eyes big and round 
His miaow is so sweet (but it makes not a sound!) 
Imagine him quick! Have you imagined enough? 
Oh, good, you can see him! It's Squishy McFluff! 

When Mum drags Ava to the supermarket, her invisible cat Squishy 
McFluff can't resist coming along, with hilarious, chaotic and surprising results! 

 
Squishy McFluff: the author and the illustrator 

 
Pip Jones 
Pip Jones lives in East London with her partner, her two 
daughters and a real invisible cat. She writes a lot. She is the 
author of all the Squishy McFluff books, and several picture 
books (including Daddy's Sandwich and The Chocolate 
Monster) and her new series Piggy Handsome is coming out 
in summer 2017. 
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Chatterbooks Activity Pack: Faber children’s books 

 

Ella Okstad returned to her native Norway after 
graduating where she now illustrates children's books. 
Squishy is her first imaginary cat. 

 

 

 

Squishy McFluff: activities 
 
Where is Squishy?! 
Ava is playing in the garden with Squishy – make him appear by drawing 
him in this picture! 
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All join in the story! 
Have a look at the introduction page in each Squishy McFluff book – the first four 
lines are slightly different each time but then there is a chorus which everyone can 
learn and join in with: 
Imagine him quick! 
Have you imagined enough? 
Oh good! You can see him! 
It’s Squishy McFluff! 
 
And around page 68 in each book is another chorus to learn! 
Here’s what Ava says when she’s trying to get people to see Squishy! 
‘Behind you, behind you! 
Mind where you stand! 
He’s right by your shoe! 
Now he’s sniffing your hand! 
He’s climbed on your shoulder! 
His tail’s in your EAR! 
Look harder, turn quicker! 

No, not THERE…he’s here!’ 

 
Get everyone to say these lines out loud together – you’ll all quickly learn them by 
heart! 
 
Then choose a Squishy McFluff book for someone to read aloud to the whole group – 
with everyone joining in on the verses you’ve learned – and also saying any other 
lines you know, especially when you can predict the rhymes! 
 

 
Invisible friends and pets – who would be your invisible pet? 
Who has made up a special imaginary friend or pet to play with?   

What if you imagined that a book character was your friend, to have fun and 
adventures with?  Who would you choose? It could be a person or an animal 
character.  

How about a cat like Winnie the Witch’s Wilbur?  Or Spot the dog?  Or someone 
bigger, like Elmer the Patchwork Elephant! Roald Dahl’s Matilda would make a good 
friend – and Tom Gates would be fun! 
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What mischief might you do with your invisible friend or pet?  
Imagine you’re out and about with your imaginary pet or your friend.  Maybe you’re 
at school together or out for a picnic – or shopping in the garden centre?   
 
Think of the mischief you could get up to together!  Tell each other in your group and 
collect ideas and words on a flip chart.  Then pick out what you want to say, collect 
words that rhyme – and see if together you can make up a simple verse about your 
adventures! 
 

 

Make a picture of a cat with circles and triangles 
Use this picture as a guide and together cut out different-sized 
circles, plus some triangles – have lots of different colours.  
Everyone can then create their own cat, sticking the shapes on 
to a piece of card.  Give your cats names – and maybe write a 
little verse about them! 
 
 

 
 

 

Woozy the Wizard  by Elli Woollard & Al Murphy 
 
This is a new series featuring charming rhyming text and lovely illustrations, with 
clear shapes and colours. It is a joy to read aloud, and just right for children moving 
from large-format picture books to young readers.   For 4+ 
 

Woozy the Wizard: A Spell to Get Well    
978-0571311095 
'In the faraway village of Snottington Sneeze 
Lived a wizened old wizard with knocketty knees.' 

Woozy the Wizard is a well-meaning wizard who just wants to help his 
friends. But sometimes his spells (and he) get all mixed up! So then he 
has to get back on his broom with his pet pig and zoom around the 
village trying to put things right . . . 

'Your spells sometimes flop but you see, we don't mind; 
We love you, dear wizard, because you are kind.' 
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Woozy the Wizard: A Broom to Go Zoom   
978-057131115 
‘Abra-ca-donkey and chocolate éclair!’ 
And quickly the hoover rose up in the air… 
Where it swished and it swooshed and it spiralled and swooped 
And curled in big circles and lazily looped. 

Woozy the Wizard loves his old broom - not too small, not too big - but 
it is a little rusty. So when he spies a Shiny New Shop with HOOVERS he can't believe his luck! If only 
he could make his new hoover go zoom . . . Magic and mishap ensue with Woozy and his pet pig. 

 
Woozy the Wizard: A Present for Pig    
978-0571313198 
"Today is Pig's birthday! Hooray and woo hoo! 
But I don't have a present. Oh, what shall I do? 
I need something quickly, I need to be swift.  
Pig must not guess that I've not got a gift." 

Woozy the Wizard has forgotten Pig's birthday. Oh no! Pig needs a 
present. But when all of Woozy's spells go wrong, what will Woozy do? 

 

Woozy the Wizard: the author and the illustrator 
 

Elli Woollard 
Elli Woollard lived for seven years in Thailand, and now lives in 
London. Woozy the Wizard is her first series for children.  

 

Al Murphy is a versatile illustrator whose work has appeared in newspapers, 
advertising, apps, and now children's books. He previously published Kitchen 
Disco with Faber. 
 

Woozy the Wizard: Activities 
 
Make your own wizard’s hat and wand! 
Be a wizard like Woozy, with your own wizard’s hat and magic wand – here are two 
links with tips for making them – you’ll need black paper, glue, scissors; twigs and 
acrylic paints: 
http://www.wikihow.com/Make-a-Wizard-Hat 
http://www.goodtoknow.co.uk/craft/543968/halloween-crafts-wizard-wands   

http://www.wikihow.com/Make-a-Wizard-Hat
http://www.goodtoknow.co.uk/craft/543968/halloween-crafts-wizard-wands
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Decorate a new wizard’s robe for Woozy! 
Woozy usually wears plain robes – design a pattern for him and colour in this robe. 
Or you could draw your own shaped robe on some card, colour it and stick sparkly 
shapes on it! 
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What magic would you do with your wand?  Make up a magic spell! 
Talk together about the magic you would like to do – perhaps bring on some sunny 
weather, make something disappear, or magic something out of thin air?! 
When you’ve decided, invent a magic word, like Kazoom!  or Tapow!  to get your 
spell going.  Woozy uses ‘Abraca-‘ at the beginning of his spells – though they don’t 
always work! And to make his hoover fly he says ‘Abraca-donkey and chocolate 
éclair!’ Invent your own spell – you could make it as wacky as you like! 
 

 
Flying machines 
Woozy tries to make a flying hoover, which he thinks 
will be speedier than his old broom. Design a super 
flying machine for him which really zooms through the 
air!  

 
 

 
What makes you feel better? 
In A Spell to Get Well Woozy tries to find a spell to cure everyone’s colds and spots 
and then finds that what really works is kindness and practical help like warm socks 
and warm stew. Talk about what helps you to get better when you’re not feeling 
well. Is it curling up in bed and sleeping or lots of warm drinks? 

 
The perfect present for – book characters.   
Woozy wants to find the perfect present for Pig’s birthday – it takes a while but they 
end up with a lovely cake. What presents would your group choose for these 
favourite storybook characters and why!? 
 

Storybook Character Perfect Present? 
The Gruffalo  

Harry Potter  

The Very Hungry Caterpillar  
Wimpy Kid  

Horrid Henry  
Matilda  

Hiccup Horrendous Haddock  
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Dave Pigeon    by Swapna Haddon & Sheena Dempsey 
For readers aged 6+ 

 
Dave Pigeon  978-0571323302 
If you are a cat and you are able to read this, you must have taken a 
pigeon hostage so that you can trick them into translating the Pigeonese 
words into Meow. I demand you release the hostage pigeon now! My 
book contains TOP SECRET ideas that are NONE of a cat's business.   
Dave Pigeon is writing a book on how he defeated Mean Cat in order to 
help fellow pigeons everywhere. Cats beware! 

I hope my success at getting revenge on one of the most deadliest cats of 
all time, will help future generations of pigeons. Including you. Yes, you. No, not the pigeon behind 
you. YOU, reading this book right now. 

 
 
Dave Pigeon: Nuggets! 978-0571324439 
Dave Pigeon is BACK! And so is his side-kick Skipper. But trouble is afoot. 
When their Human Lady leaves to go on a 'holiday' (whatever that is), 
Dave and Skipper are horrified to find that their food supply quickly runs 
dry. With delicious biscuits on their minds, they set off in search of a 
new owner - but is Reginald Grimster all he seems? Why is he so keen 
on feeding them? Why does he have so many books about cooking . . .? 
 
WE’RE  BACK!  IT’S ME, SKIPPER, WITH MY BEST FRIEND DAVE PIGEON. 

WE’RE A BIT SHOUTY BECAISE THE HUMAN LADY’S NEXT-DOOR NEIGHBOUR, HIM NEXT DOOR, HAS 
THE LEAF BLOWER ON.            Thank Pigeon for that. He’s stopped. I could barely hear myself flap. 

 
 
Dave Pigeon: the author and the illustrator 
 

Swapna Haddow 
Swapna Haddow was the winner of the Greenhouse Funny prize 
2014.    Dave Pigeon: How to Deal with Bad Cats and Keep (Most 
of) your Feathers was shortlisted for the Sainsbury's Children's 
Book Awards 2016 and was the winner of the North Somerset 
Teacher's Book Award Read Aloud Category 2016.   
Swapna lives in London. 
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Sheena Dempsey 
Sheena Dempsey is a children's author and illustrator.  She studied 
fine art in Dublin before moving to London in 2009, and then 
graduated from Kingston University with an MA in illustration in 
2010. She lives in London. 

 
 
 

 

Dave Pigeon: Activities 

Dave Pigeon Wordsearch 
Here are the names of characters (plus an important plot item!) from the book  
Dave Pigeon (Nuggets!)    Look for them in the squares  - across, down, up, and from 
right to left. When you’ve found them, talk together about all the characters- what 
they are like and what they get up to in the book!     The solution is at the end of this pack 
 
DAVE PIGEON    SKIPPER   FIENNE      REGINALD GRIMSTER    NUGGETS 
            
HIM NEXT DOOR        MEAN CAT    THE HUMAN LADY    SWAN   BALD MAN 
 
X Z U J F N O E G I P E V A D X 
V P P X Q N M B F P A S F Q G R 
Q V J L T X Z J Q W Z N J N P E 
W V M K H Q P F K V W A Q U K T 
E F J M E A N C A T Z M W G G S 
N X Z Q H J X W F X P D K G J M 
N M F W U P Q X V M F L F E F I 
E W J P M J W J Q X K A W T X R 
I X V B A X Z E W J A B X S H G 
F P X C N Q P X S Q K W F X G D 
X V Q B L W J Z W F P X J P Z L 

P V W N A X F D A P Q W F V J A 
W R O O D T X E N M I H G Q W N 
K E Q X Y X F J W D S P H J V I 
F X H P Z W Z P S X Q Z Q W P G 
P J Q V J M X F J G J X P V B E 
X Q W P V F P Z K S K I P P E R 
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Create a feast for Skippy and Dave! 

Skippy and Dave’s Human Lady has gone on holiday. To make sure they don’t starve 
while she is away, put together a feast for them! Make a list of things that pigeons 
like to eat (you could do a bit of researching about this – what else do they like as 
well as bread?) 

Then draw a table with all the food on it – and label everything so they can fly down 
and see what they’ve got! 

 
Telling a story with speech bubbles 

Some of Dave’s story is told in speech bubbles. Have a look at this picture of some of 
the characters from Dave Pigeon, including Mean Cat, Tinkles the canary, Skipper, 
and Dave himself (wearing his Medal of the Brave).  Who is the bird on the left, do 
you think?  And what are Dave and Skippy saying? 

Write their words in the speech bubbles below! 
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Bird’s eye view 

On pp 26 and 27 of Dave Pigeon (Nuggets!) there is a picture where both birds are 
looking down at a row of gardens. 

Imagine you are Dave and Skippy looking down at your street and draw a plan for 
them showing the row of houses where you live, and their yards or gardens. Put in as 
much detail as you can for your garden (e.g. vegetable plot, deck area), and for next 
door’s garden if you know what’s in theirs as well.  

             

 

More reading ideas…. 
 

AUTHOR TITLE PUBLISHER ISBN 

More books by Pip Jones    

With Laura Hughes Daddy’s Sandwich Faber 978-0571311835 

 The Chocolate Monster 
(March 2017) 

Faber 978-0571327515 

More books by Elli 
Woollard 

   

With Laura Ellen Anderson Swashbuckle Lil: the Secret 
Pirate 

Macmillan 978-1509808823 

With Benji Davies The Dragon and the Nibblesome 
Knight 

Macmillan 978-1447254812 

More books, by other 
authors, about cats, 
wizards, pigeons and 
friends! 

   

Cats     

T S Eliot & Axel Scheffler Old Possum’s Book of Practical 
Cats 

Faber 978-0571252480 

Emily Gravett Matilda’s Cat Two Hoots 978-1447218623 

Judith Kerr Mog the Forgetful Cat HarperCollins 978-0007228959 
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Inga Moore Six Dinner Sid Hodder 978-0340894118 

Eve Sutton  My Cat Likes to Hide in Boxes Puffin 978-0140502428 

Jill Tomlinson The Cat Who Wanted to Go 
Home 

Egmont 978-1405271967 

Charlotte Voake Ginger Walker 978-1406312690 

Wizards and witches    

Julia Donaldson & Axel 
Scheffler 

Room on the Broom Puffin 978-0142501122 

Jill Murphy The Worst Witch Puffin 978-0141314501 

Kaye Umansky Pongwiffy Puffin 978-0140342215 

Witches & cats!    

Helen Nicoll Meg and Mog Puffin 978-0141380599 

Valerie Thomas & Korky 
Paul 

Winnie the Witch: Winnie and 
Wilbur 

OUP 978-0192748164 

Ursula Moray Williams Gobbolino the Witch’s Cat Puffin 978-0141354897 

Feathered friends    

Luis Sepulveda & Satoshi 
Kitamura 

The Story of a Seagull and the 
Cat Who Taught Her to Fly 

Alma Books 978-1846884009 

Mo Willems Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the 
Bus! 

Walker 978-1844285136 

Imaginary friends    

Mac Barnett & Christian 
Robinson 

Leo: a Ghost Story Chronicle 978-1452131566 

Raymond Briggs The Bear Puffin 978-0141374079 

Eoin Colfer &Oliver Jeffers  Imaginary Fred HarperCollins 978-0008126162 

Michelle Cuevas Confessions of an Imaginary 
Friend  For 7+ 

Simon & Schuster 978-1471145506 

A.F.Harrold & Emily 
Gravett 

The Imaginary  For 9+ Bloomsbury 978-1408850169 

Simon James Leon and Bob Walker 978-1406308495 

Barbara Laban Moon Princess For 7+ Chicken House 978-1908435934 

Margaret Mahy & Jenny 
Williams 

The Lion in the Meadow Orion 978-1444009262 

Lara Williamson Just Call Me Spaghetti-Hoop Boy 
(March 2017)   For 9+ 

Usborne 978-1474921305 
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Dave Pigeon Wordsearch answer 
 
X Z U J F N O E G I P E V A D X 
V P P X Q N M B F P A S F Q G R 
Q V J L T X Z J Q W Z N J N P E 
W V M K H Q P F K V W A Q U K T 
E F J M E A N C A T Z M W G G S 
N X Z Q H J X W F X P D K G J M 
N M F W U P Q X V M F L F E F I 
E W J P M J W J Q X K A W T X R 
I X V B A X Z E W J A B X S H G 
F P X C N Q P X S Q K W F X G D 
X V Q B L W J Z W F P X J P Z L 

P V W N A X F D A P Q W F V J A 
W R O O D T X E N M I H G Q W N 
K E Q X Y X F J W D S P H J V I 
F X H P Z W Z P S X Q Z Q W P G 
P J Q V J M X F J G J X P V B E 
X Q W P V F P Z K S K I P P E R 
 
 
 

 


