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About this pack   
Organised by the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust, Shakespeare Week is a national 
annual celebration giving primary school children a great first encounter with 
Shakespeare, celebrating Shakespeare’s creative legacy with thousands of schools, 
families and organisations.  
www.shakespeareweek.org.uk  

     

Here is a special Chatterbooks activity pack for Shakespeare Week 2017 with details 

of books for young people about Shakespeare, retellings of his plays, ideas for 

discussion and activities in your Chatterbooks reading group and suggestions for 

more reading.    

This pack is brought to you by The Reading Agency and their publisher partnership Children’s 
Reading Partners.   
 
Chatterbooks is a reading group programme for children aged 4 to 12 years. It is coordinated by 
The Reading Agency and its patron is author Dame Jacqueline Wilson. Chatterbooks groups run in 
libraries and schools, supporting and inspiring children’s literacy development by encouraging them 
to have a really good time reading and talking about books. 
 
The Reading Agency is an independent charity working to inspire more people to read more 
through programmes for adults, young people and Children – including the Summer Reading 
Challenge, and Chatterbooks. 
 
Children’s Reading Partners is a national partnership of children’s publishers and libraries working 
together to bring reading promotions and author events to as many children and young people as 
possible. 
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William Shakespeare    
William Shakespeare was an English poet and playwright, who 
is often described as the greatest writer in the English language 
His surviving works, including some collaborations, consist of 
38 plays, 154 sonnets, two long narrative poems, and several 
other poems.  
His plays have been translated into every major living language 
and are performed more often than those of any other 
playwright. 

 
Shakespeare was born in Stratford-upon-Avon in Warwickshire and was baptised on 
26 April 1564. Thought to have been educated at the local grammar school, he 
married Anne Hathaway, with whom he went on to have three children, at the age of 
eighteen, before moving to London to work in the theatre.  
 
Two poems, Venus and Adonis and The Rape of Lucrece were published in 1593 and 
1594 and records of his plays begin to appear in 1594 for Richard III and the three 
parts of Henry VI. Shakespeare's tragic period lasted from around 1600 to 1608, 
during which period he wrote plays including Hamlet and Othello. The first editions of 
the sonnets were published in 1609 but evidence suggests that Shakespeare had 
been writing them for years for a private readership. 
 
Shakespeare spent the last five years of his life in Stratford, by now a wealthy man of 
property. He died on 23 April 1616 and was buried in Holy Trinity Church in Stratford. 
 
 

Ideas for your Chatterbooks sessions 
 
Get together a collection of books to inspire these activities and discussion -  there 
are all the reading ideas in this pack, plus more from your library. 
 
Talk about Shakespeare – find out what your group already knows about him and his 
plays.   Fill in on some of the facts about him – there’s a fact-finding sheet below to 
get you started. 
 
For even more ideas have a look at our 2015 and 2016 Chatterbooks Shakespeare 
activity packs. 
 

https://readingagency.org.uk/resources/772/
https://readingagency.org.uk/resources/1345/
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THINGS TO TALK ABOUT 
Going to the theatre  
Talk about going to the theatre to see a live performance of a play or a pantomime – 
has anyone done this? Talk about the stage, the set, costumes and props, special 
effects and lighting, sound and music. (See below the book National Theatre: All 
About the Theatre.) How is the theatre different from being at the cinema or 
watching a play on TV? 
 
Being in a play  
‘What’s it like?’ Will said. ‘To be in a play, I mean.’ 
‘Why, it’s the best feeling in the world,’ Richard said. ‘That’s the long and the short 
of it’. (From ‘Master Will and the Spanish Spy’/Tony Bradman) 
Talk about taking part in a play. What do you need to do if you have a part in a play?  
Who else do you need for putting on a play, as well as the actors? 
 
Your favourite plays and films 
What plays have the children in your group you seen? Check out the difference 
between a play and a film. Talk about your favourites. What do you especially like 
about them? It could be the story, the acting or the feelings they give you.  
 
 
WARM UPS  
Shakespearean insults 
How about calling each other names using genuine Shakespearean put-downs? 
Just choose one word from each of the three columns below and put them together, 
with ‘you’ at the beginning, to make a delicious insult! For example – “You frothy 
cream-faced measle!” 
 

Column A Column B Column C 

Scurvy Lily-livered Toad 
Mewling Clay-brained Hog  

Frothy Smooth-tongued Bulls-pizzle 
Pribbling  Lily-livered Eel-skin 

Saucy Beetle-headed Barnacle 
Villainous  Dizzy-eyed Measle  

Mouldy Fly-bitten Maggot-pie 

Gleeking Tickle-brained Clack-dish 
Fustilarian Onion-eyed Flap-dragon 

Goatish Dismal-dreaming Rampallion  
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Or, to make ‘random insults’, you could write each word on a piece of paper and 
have a container for each group of words. Ask children to take a word from each 
container to create their insult.  Then take it in turns to shout at each other! 
 
For more Shakespearean back-chat words like these just search the internet! 
 
Wordsearch – Shakespeare’s words 
Shakespeare used 17,677 words in his plays – and he invented at least 1,700 of them, 
many of which, such as ‘eyeball’, ‘swagger’ and ‘balderdash’, we still use today. 
 
Here is a Wordsearch with 14 of Shakespeare’s words hidden in the squares. 
The words go up or down, forwards or backwards.  When you’ve found them, talk 
about what they mean – you could challenge everyone to come up with sentences or 
a story using all these words. 
 
AMAZEMENT  BUZZER CHAMPION  ELBOW GNARLED 
 
GREEN-EYED LONELY OUTBREAK  RADIANCE  
 
SKIM MILK  SUMMIT TRANQUIL  UNREAL VARIED 
 

 

Q C W F B C Q P J F X Z B Q W Z 
J H V X U B X Z F S P W J F X J 
X A M A Z E M E N T X K P Q P F 
V M J Q Z F P Z W X W Q J W K S 
Q P S Z E Q S D V G B X T F X D 
J I D X R J F W X J P F I G J P 
F O P K J P Q J K L I M M I K S 
G N A R L E D F X S P F M P X V 
V S X W V X K T R A N Q U I L J 
X D J S P Q J W G F Q J S F G D 
R P V J X W K S D X W X F K P E 

A Q D E I R A V P V K J S X J Y 
D W P S K F E Q W U G X D J Q E 
I F J D X Q R D J N W F Q G W N 
A G W Q Q F B K F R P S B F X E 
N X F C V X T X S E D W O B L E 
C K J S F J U F D A W Q X B J R 
E W P D W L O N E L Y V P S D G 
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ACTIVITIES 
 
Shakespeare fact-finding 
We know about some main events in Shakespeare’s life, and there are some things 
which are a mystery, for example what he did in the years between 1585 and 1592. 
Be researchers and ask people, use the internet and read books in your library to find 
out more. Have a go at filling in the facts in this Shakespeare Top Ten facts sheet and 
then add your own extra fact. 
 

Question Answer………………………………………………………………… 
1.What date do we think 
was Shakespeare’s birthday? 

Day:              Month:                 Year 

2.Where was he born?  
 
 

3.What date did he die? Day:              Month:                 Year: 
 

4.What was his father’s work?  
 
 

5.Where did Shakespeare go to  
school? 

 
 
 

6.Who did Shakespeare marry?  
 

7.How many children did 
Shakespeare have? 

 

8.What did he do when he first  
went to London? 

 
 
 

9.Give the name of one of the 
theatres where he wrote and 
acted. 

 

10.Give the name of one of his 
plays 

 
 
 

PLUS: Your Shakespeare fact  
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Which Shakespeare play am I in? 
Here are the characters from eight Shakespeare plays, talking about their part in the 
play, plus a list of these plays. Can you match them up with the play they appear in?  
 
Talk about the stories in these plays. You could choose one of them and read a 
retelling from the selection in the ‘More Reading’ section below to your group. 
 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream   Anthony and Cleopatra      Hamlet     Henry V 
 
Julius Caesar        Macbeth         Romeo and Juliet        The Tempest 
 
Character in a Shakespeare play Name of 

the play 
1.I fall in love with Juliet Capulet but things go wrong and together  
we die 

 

  

2.I am a ghost and my son is the hero of this play. I was  
murdered and my son is plucking up courage to avenge my death 

 

  
3.I am one of three Scottish witches. We foretell the future to  
the hero of this play. 

 

  

4.I am Puck, a fairy who makes mischief on a summer evening.  
 

 

  
5.I am Brutus, a Roman senator, and I kill the hero of this play. 
 

 

  

6.I am Ariel, a spirit who serves the magician Prospero – we stir up a 
great storm to wreck the ship of the King of Naples 

 

  

7.I am a soldier in the English army, fighting the French at the  
battle of Agincourt. The hero of this play is my king 

 

  
8. I am Charmian and my mistress is the queen of Egypt, who loves 
the Roman general Mark Anthony. 
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Make a Shakespeare bookmark 
Below is a template for a bookmark.  It has two sides which you could join together 
with coloured thread. 
 
You could decorate it with images from Shakespeare’s plays. Talk about the plays and 
the images you might use e.g. a heart for Romeo and Juliet, a skull or a ghost for 
Hamlet, fairy wings for A Midsummer Night’s Dream, or a dagger for Julius Caesar. 
 
Or choose one of the Shakespeare quotations below and copy it on to the bookmark 
in your most artistic writing! 

All the world‘s a stage, and all the men and women merely players. They have 
their exits and their entrances; and one man in his time plays many parts.   
As You Like It 

 

If music be the food of love, play on    Twelfth Night 
 
 
This above all, to thine own self be true    Hamlet 
 
 
All that glisters is not gold    The Merchant of Venice 
 
 
Neither a borrower nor a lender be   Hamlet 
 
 
I know a bank where the wild thyme blows, 
Where oxlip and the nodding violet grows   A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
 
 
Night’s candles are burnt out and jocund day 
Stands tiptoe on the misty mountain tops   Romeo and Juliet  
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.  
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Getting to know a Shakespeare play 
Choose a play to explore with your group. Read together a re-telling of the story and 
then pick out scenes from the actual play to read aloud and talk about.  
 
Your group might also want to learn speeches or practice and act out a scene from 
the play. 
 
And below are two activities which could link in, as your group enjoys and gets to 
know the play. 
 
Design a theatre poster  
a. Talk together about what happens in your chosen Shakespeare play. 
b. On a flip chart list the main characters and the main events. 
c. Look at some examples of theatre posters for Shakespeare plays 
 

                             
 
 
What features do the posters have? For example: 

 the name of the play 

 the actors and actresses playing the main roles 

 the theatre 

 the days and times of the show 

 the cost of tickets 

 the name of the theatre group - and often the use of the word ‘presents’           
- e.g. The Chatterbooks Theatre Group presents William Shakespeare’s A 
Midsummer’s Night Dream 

d. Think about an image/images to show the themes of the play – e.g. donkey’s ears, 
fairy wings, moonlight 
e. In pairs, individually or as a group, ask children to plan a rough draft of their 
poster, including the things you’ve talked about together 
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f. Be creative.  Choose an imaginative name for your theatre group and think up an 
eye-catching design for your poster; and people could use famous actors’ or 
actresses’ names for the main roles in their play – e.g. ‘…with Leonardo di Caprio as 
Oberon’. 
g. When people have designed their poster and feel happy with their ideas, it’s time 
to create the real thing. Give everyone a good-sized sheet of paper or card and use 
any medium you choose: drawing, painting, or maybe include collage, cutting out 
pictures and lettering from magazines. 
h. Then put your posters up on display for everyone to enjoy! 
 

What if Romeo and Juliet had a mobile phone…?! 
It’s interesting to think about how a play might have turned out if something 
different had happened half way through! What if Hamlet had married Ophelia?  Or if 
Romeo and Juliet had talked with their parents?   Or if Macbeth had understood the 
real meaning of the witches’ prophesies? 
 
Look at the ending of your chosen play – is it a sad or happy ending?  What could you 
have changed in the play to get to a different ending?  What other endings can your 
group think of for your play? 
 
It’s fascinating too to imagine what the play’s action might be if it had a modern-day 
setting!  Think mobile phones and internet, cars and aeroplanes, television! 
 
Ask people to write  
a) a brief summary of the plot of your group’s chosen play 
b) a different ending for the play 
c) a twist on the plot if the play were set in the modern day 
 
More things to do 
Go to a theatre 
If there is a theatre near enough to you, or if a theatre group visits your school or 
town, see if you can arrange a group trip to see the play and/or have a look round the 
theatre and see behind the scenes.  You may be able to fix a back-stage visit to meet 
the actors! 
 
Have a go at Arts Award 
Find out how Chippenham Chatterbooks group achieved Arts Award Explore here. 
Their activities included going to the theatre to see a play, and researching the Royal 
Shakespeare Company 
 
 

https://readingagency.org.uk/children/news/chatterbooks-children-earn-arts-award-explore.html
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Websites about Shakespeare - with more activities 
 
Clips from Shakespeare: The Animated Tales      
 
CBBC Shakespeare activities 
 
RSC (Royal Shakespeare Company) teacher resources 
 
The Globe Theatre Shakespeare activities 
 
Wordsearch answers 
   
Q C W F B C Q P J F X Z B Q W Z 
J H V X U B X Z F S P W J F X J 
X A M A Z E M E N T X K P Q P F 
V M J Q Z F P Z W X W Q J W K S 
Q P S Z E Q S D V G B X T F X D 
J I D X R J F W X J P F I G J P 
F O P K J P Q J K L I M M I K S 
G N A R L E D F X S P F M P X V 
V S X W V X K T R A N Q U I L J 
X D J S P Q J W G F Q J S F G D 
R P V J X W K S D X W X F K P E 

A Q D E I R A V P V K J S X J Y 
D W P S K F E Q W U G X D J Q E 
I F J D X Q R D J N W F Q G W N 
A G W Q Q F B K F R P S B F X E 
N X F C V X T X S E D W O B L E 
C K J S F J U F D A W Q X B J R 
E W P D W L O N E L Y V P S D G 
 
 
What play am I in? 
1.Romeo and Juliet  2.Hamlet  3.Macbeth  4.Midsummer Night’s Dream   
5.Julius Caesar  6.The Tempest  7.Henry V  8.Antony and Cleopatra 
 
 

 
 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006v9mm/clips
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/curations/shakespeare
https://www.rsc.org.uk/education/teacher-resources/
http://www.shakespearesglobe.com/playground/play
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The books… 
Non-fiction about Shakespeare 
 

Eyewitness Shakespeare    Peter Chrisp    DK                               
978-0241187579 
An engaging non-fiction Eyewitness guide to William Shakespeare. Did you 
know that special effects were used in Shakespeare's plays? That devils and 
ghosts came up through trapdoors in the stage?  Find out how and discover 
the fascinating life and times of one of the world's greatest playwrights. 
Follow Shakespeare from his birth in the small town of Stratford-upon-Avon 

to theatre life in 16th century London. Eyewitness reference books are now more interactive and 
colourful, with new infographics, statistics, facts and timelines, plus a giant pull-out wall chart. 
Peter Chrisp writes children’s books on history. His works include Ancient Egypt Revealed and 
Ancient Rome Revealed. He is also an artist. 

A country childhood: William Shakespeare grew up in the heart of the countryside. He knew the 
farmers’ fields around Stratford, the meadows where wild flowers grew, and the Forest of Arden to 
the north. As an adult, writing plays in London, Shakespeare drew on his memories of the 
countryside.  
 

The Usborne World of Shakespeare     Rosie Dickins and 
Galia Bernstein   Usborne      978-1409599845 
An illustrated guide to the life and times of William Shakespeare. Readers 
can discover his famous plays, see where he lived and worked and find out 
why he is one of the world's greatest writers. This book has Usborne 
Quicklinks to specially selected websites with video clips from plays and 
more information. 

Rosie Dickins lives in London, where she now works for Usborne Publishing. She is the author of 
over forty fiction and non-fiction children's books, including award-winning art books. 
Galia Bernstein is a full time freelance illustrator (part time textile designer and an amateur 
ceramics artist) and lives in Brooklyn, NY. 
 
 

What’s So Special About Shakespeare?   Michael Rosen & 
Sarah Nayler   Walker   978-1406367416   
What was it like to live in Shakespeare's time? How does someone 
become that famous? This is a lively and accessible book on the life and 
works of William Shakespeare. Ideal for browsing, the text is divided into 
clear sections and includes studies of four of Shakespeare's plays, 
intriguing facts and information about Shakespeare and his world, 
accompanied by a useful timeline.     

Michael Rosen is a poet and author of books for children. His titles include We're Going on a Bear 
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Hunt and Michael Rosen's Sad Book. He received the Eleanor Farjeon Award for services to 
children's literature in 1997. 

 

Shakespeare’s plays 

 Shakespeare Tales:  A Midsummer Night’s Dream      Terry 
Deary & Tambe   Bloomsbury   978-1472917775 
Molly loves travelling with Shakespeare s players but the jester, Armin, 
keeps picking on her and faithful donkey, Dolly. Can she keep Armin away 
from Dolly and stay with the theatre company?  
Meanwhile, on stage, Helena wants revenge on Hermia, Lysander wants 
revenge on Demetrius and the fairy queen Titania has fallen in love with a 
donkey!  Join master storyteller Terry Deary for a trip back in time to 

Shakespeare’s travelling theatre company. 
Terry Deary is the author of over 200 fiction and non-fiction books, which have been published in 
40 languages. His Horrible Histories celebrated their 15th anniversary in 2008, having sold over 25 
million copies worldwide and been adapted as television series, theatre tours and museum 
exhibitions.  
 
His smile was so gentle he melted my heart as if I had magic flower juice dripped on it…And so my 
midsummer night’s nightmare ended and – like Hermia and Lysander, Theseus and Hippolyta, 
Helena and Demetrius – we all lived happily ever after.  All stories should end that way. 
 
 

Macbeth      978-1472917805 
Orphaned pot-girl Mary has buckets of stage blood to clear up under the horrible gaze of Master 
Foulbrew . Can she find a way to escape her revolting master?  Meanwhile, on stage, Lady Macbeth 
wants to be queen but old King Duncan is on the throne. The witches say Lord Macbeth will rule, so 
ghosts, treason and blood are bound to follow. 
 

Romeo and Juliet   978-1472917867 
Down at the theatre, Sam is about to star in Shakespeare s new play, Romeo and Juliet, but people 
are whispering that a plague is spreading through the city. Will Sam get his big break or will the 
plague shut down the theatre?   Meanwhile, on stage, Romeo and Juliet are in love but their 
families can’t stand each other. With plots and poison, the lovers must find a way to be together. 
 

Twelfth Night  978-1472917836 
Jane and John have uncovered a wicked plot to steal the throne from Queen Elizabeth I of England 
while she watches a play. Can they stop it in time?  Meanwhile, on stage, Olivia loves the boy 
Caesario, who is in fact not a boy but a girl, Viola. Viola loves Orsino but Orsino loves Olivia. What a 
tangle, what a jumble... 
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Have a go at the activities at the end of each book!  Enjoy Shakespeare’s words (‘thou cream-
faced loon!) and use them to make up some brilliant name-calling! Or try telling part of the story 
of Romeo and Juliet as 4 lines of poetry – see if you can make the words fit the tune of a piece of 
music you know – how about Twinkle Twinkle Little Star?! 
 

 
 

Stories From Shakespeare   Geraldine McCaughrean   
Orion   978-1510101456 
Ten of Shakespeare's greatest plays, retold for children, including Romeo 
and Juliet, Henry the Fifth, A Midsummer Night's Dream, Julius Caesar, 
Hamlet, Twelfth Night, Othello, King Lear, Macbeth and The Tempest.  
These are lovely retellings, together with well-known quotations and a 
cast list for each play.   
Geraldine McCaughrean has written 167 books and plays for both adults 
and children. She has won the Carnegie Medal, the Whitbread Children's 

Book Award, the Guardian Children's Fiction Prize, and the Blue Peter Book of the Year Award. 

 …Titania and Oberon led their fairy band in and out of the houses. They laid their blessing on every 
eyelid and on every heart, leaving the silent rhymes of their magic verse written on the moon-white 
air, like footprints on a fall of summer snow. 

 
 Shakespeare Stories   Andrew Matthews & Tony Ross 
(retell)  Orchard   978-1408333815 
Retellings of Shakespeare's best-loved plays: this anniversary edition contains 
Macbeth, Romeo and Juliet, Twelfth Night and Anthony and Cleopatra, 
celebrating 450 years since Shakespeare's birth. An enjoyable introduction to 
Shakespeare for the younger reader. 
Andrew Matthews has written many books for children and teenagers, 
including King Arthur and Wolf Summer, as well as retellings of Hans Christian 
Andersen's fairy tales. He lives in Berkshire.   
Tony Ross is a well-known children’s book illustrator. His work includes the 

Greek and Roman Myths books for Orchard, and his Little Princess series. Tony lives in Wales. 

And so there was a double wedding in the house of Countess Olivia, and that night the windows 
were bright with lights, and the air was filled with the sounds of music and celebration. 

See also More Shakespeare Stories  978-1408333846. You can also get these 8 titles 
as individual books. 
 

Bravo Mr William Shakespeare   Marcia Williams   Walker   
978-1406323351 
The Globe Theatre is delighted to announce a new season of Mr. William 
Shakespeare's plays! Prithee take your place for a performance of seven of 
the Bard's finest tales. See As You Like It, Antony and Cleopatra, Richard III, 
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Twelfth Night, King Lear, The Merchant of Venice and Much Ado About Nothing – each in dramatic 
comic-strip form, including Mr Shakespeare's own dialogue and the riotous remarks of the 
audience. Bravo! 
Marcia Williams is an author/illustrator and, with her distinctive cartoon-strip style, has illustrated 
and retold many classics for children, including The Adventures of Robin Hood, Greek Myths, and 
My Secret War Diary by Flossie Albright, a Second World War journal. She lives in Barnes, London 
Duke Orsino was so amazed he gave up his wasted love for Olivia and offered his heart to Viola, the 
woman who had been his page. Antonio was pardoned and got his purse back. And Olivia and 
Sebastian were happily reunited.  

 
Mr William Shakespeare’s Plays   Marcia Williams    Walker  
978-1406323344 
Take your place once more in the Globe Theatre of Shakespeare's day to see 
seven of his best-loved plays in performance. Romeo and Juliet, Hamlet, A 
Midsummer Night's Dream, Macbeth, Julius Caesar, The Winter's Tale and 
The Tempest are all brought vividly to life in Marcia Williams' gloriously 
accessible comic-strip versions, which include the bard's own dialogue and 

the rowdy remarks of the audience. 
 
Many years ago on a mystical isle, young Miranda and her loving father, Prospero, watched as a 
ship foundered in a fierce and terrible tempest. Prospero had been preparing for this moment for 
years, developing his magic powers from a rare book until he could control the elements. Miranda 
suspected that her father had caused the storm, but has no idea why such a gentle man should wish 
to harm anyone. So Prospero revealed how he and his daughter had been cast away on the island, 
twelve years before. 
 
These 2 books by Marcia Williams have three strands of dialogue: a narrative description of the 
play; actual speech by Shakespeare; and the remarks and calls from the audience. Get your group 
to imagine being in the audience – the groundlings. Imagine the crowd, the noise, the smells; 
booing and heckling, throwing apples at the stage, maybe pickpockets sneaking up on people 
enthralled by the play.  Choose a play, and use the words Marcia Williams gives to the audience – 
then practise and role play being a rowdy audience at the Globe! 

 
 

Tales From Shakespeare   Marcia Williams    Walker   
978-1406361025 
Here are retellings of fourteen of Shakespeare's plays, with full-colour 
illustrations throughout. From the heart-breaking tragedy of Romeo and Juliet 
to Puck's hilarious escapades in A Midsummer Night's Dream, Marcia brings 
Shakespeare's stories vividly to life.  
This is a witty, accessible introduction to Shakespeare's plays. 

 
Many years ago off the shores of a small, mystical isle, a ship struggled in the eye of a terrible 
tempest. The thunder roared, the lightning cracked, and the waves raised the shop up towards the 
stormy clouds. There it seemed to rest for a moment, only to be dashed down into the brink by the 
raging sea. No ship could survive such a battering. No sailor could survive in such waters. 
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These tellings are also available as individual books, divided into chapters and with black and white 
line drawings, witty illustrations, accessible language and dialogue from the original manuscript - a 
perfect introduction to Shakespeare for those encountering his work for the first time. 
 

A Midsummer Night’s Dream  William Shakespeare, retold by Marcia 
Williams   Walker   978-1406362725 
Macbeth    William Shakespeare, retold by Marcia Williams   Walker    
978-1406362794 
Romeo and Juliet    William Shakespeare, retold by Marcia Williams   Walker   
978-1406362763 
The Tempest       William Shakespeare, retold by Marcia Williams   Walker   
978-1406362732 

Fiction about Shakespeare and his plays 
 
Master Will and the Spanish Spy   Tony Bradman  
Barrington Stoke  978-1781125670 
Young Will Shakespeare knows that his family's existence hangs by a 
thread. His father's business struggles, and his mother insists on 
practising the old faith – no longer a popular choice any more. Will jumps 
at the chance to join a troupe of players, but he finds that it's not so easy 
to escape the ghosts of his past. Particularly suitable for struggling, 
reluctant and dyslexic readers aged 8+ 

Tony Bradman is an author with a passion for bringing history to life for young people. He attends 
all the major literary festivals, reviews for The Guardian and is the Chair of the Siobhan Dowd Trust. 
 
The offer was simple. Burbage would take him to London, give him a room, train him in all a player 
needed to know, and pay him as he learned. That door into the future had swung wide open and 
Will could see a glorious life ahead. Could he make his father see it too? 
 
 

The Boy and the Globe  Tony Bradman & Tom Morgan-Jones  
Barrington Stoke  978-1781125038 
Young Toby, an orphan and a street-child, lives on his wits on Elizabethan 
London. Meanwhile the city has lost its charm for Will Shakespeare, the 
playwright from Stratford. Beset by troubles and suffering from writer's block, 
he has grown to hate the drama business. But when Toby stumbles into the 
Globe, the boy's energy and enthusiasm remind Will of the magic that first 

inspired his love of the theatre, and the two set to work on a new entertainment for Twelfth Night. 
Tom Morgan-Jones is an award winning illustrator based in Cambridge, UK. His work is widely and 
internationally published, from Children's books and magazines to satirical board games. 
 
But Toby was too busy looking at the stage with its painted pillars and curtained openings, and the 
galleries full of rich people looking down. Soon he heard strange music, and three players dressed as 
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witches emerged onto the stage. “When shall we three meet again?” one said. “In thunder, 
lightning or in rain …”  
 

 
 
The Devil and his Boy   Anthony Horowitz     Walker    978-
1406363159 
London is dirty, distant and dangerous ... but that’s where orphan Tom 
Falconer is heading.  He is helpless and alone until he meets Moll Cutpurse, 
a thirteen-year-old pickpocket. Together they are chased across the city by 
the murderous Ratsey - and Tom meets William Shakespeare, and joins a 
theatre company. But it’s only on the first night of a new play, ‘The Devil 

and his Boy’, that Tom realizes that the fate of the Queen and the whole country lies in his hands. 
Anthony Horowitz is the author of the Alex Rider books and The Power of Five series, and many 
other books for children and adults. In 2014 he was awarded an OBE for Services to Literature.  
 
Tom looked at the man more carefully. He was in his late twenties, dressed in a black velvet tunic 
with a high white collar. The man had an unusually intelligent face. His deep brown eyes seemed to 
look right into you, through you and at you at the same time…he was already going bald on top. 

 
The Fool’s Girl   Celia Rees  Bloomsbury    978-0747597346 
Violetta and Feste have come to London to rescue the holy relics taken from 
the church in Illyria by the evil Malvolio. They meet the playwright William 
Shakespeare - but will they manage to save themselves, and the relics, from 
the wicked intentions of Malvolio?   (For older readers) 
Celia Rees has written over twenty books for older children and teenagers, 
including Pirates! and Witch Child. She lives in Leamington Spa. 

 
Master William Shakespeare, poet, playwright, and sometime mage, had been on his way home 
from the theatre after seeing a particularly poor performance of one of his plays. The crowd had 
been slow to settle, churlish and sullen, given to outbursts of insults, mewing and hissing, 
accompanied by a certain amount of peel and bottle-throwing. 

 
Shakespeare Today series 
 

Macbeth  Tony Bradman   AC Black   978-0713679229 
Tony Bradman's retelling of Shakespeare's Macbeth has lots of pace and 
drama. It's a dark story, as Macbeth is corrupted by ambition and power. 
Readers will be drawn to the darkness and violence of this world, with its 
swords and warriors, witches and ghosts. 
Strange things happened in the days that followed Duncan’s death… the skies 
over Scotland filled with such thick clouds that noon seemed like midnight, 

and the whole country felt like a grave. 

 
As You Like It   Jenny Oldfield    AC Black     978-1408104736   
Here is a fresh, youthful retelling of As You Like It, with a contemporary 
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setting. Half of the royal court ends up abandoning their luxury lifestyles for back-to-basics in the 
forest, young people are trying to find love and everyone is looking for an end to the feuding.  
Jenny Oldfield has written over 50 children's books, including the Home Farm Twins and Live the 
Dream. 
Here’s the story. Listen up. It’s classic soap-opera stuff. Kid Orlando’s dad was Mr Big around here, 
but when he died, his power and money passed to Orlando’s brother Oliver, and big bro wasn’t into 
sharing. He took everything and Orlando got nothing. Big fat zero. 

 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream   Robert Swindells   AC Black  
978-1408104361 
This version of A Midsummer Night's Dream is set in a very modern-day 
Yorkshire. Theseus, the neighbourhood tycoon, is getting married. Bottom 
and his mates on the dole, are roped into putting on a play for the wedding. 
There are also young lovers with problems to resolve and a drop of magic 
and mischief in the mix!  
Robert Swindells writes for children and young adults. His books include 

Stone Cold, which won the Carnegie Medal. He lives in Yorkshire. 
 
You could tell by his house that Theseus was not without a bob or two. Big, it was. Detached. 
Garden like a public park. Some people reckoned Hippolyta was marrying him for his brass. Once 
she’d been active in the women’s movement. A bra-burning Amazon… 

 
The theatre today – fiction and non-fiction 
 

Better Nate than Never     Tim Federle      Walker   
978-1406361537 
Billy Elliot meets Glee! in this story about a small-town boy with big 
ambitions. Thirteen-year-old Nate Foster has always wanted to star in a 
Broadway show. With best pal Libby's help, Nate plans a daring overnight 
escape to New York. There's an open casting call for E.T.: The Musical, and 
Nate knows this could be the difference between small-town blues and big-

time stardom. This is about second chances and the adventure of growing up - because sometimes 
you have to get four hundred miles from your back garden to finally feel at home.   
(For older readers) 
Tim Federle is an award-winning American novelist and theatre librettist. He also has been a 
performer in Broadway musicals 
 
I’m back on the sixteenth floor, the halls now littered not only with us kids auditioning for E.T. but a 
group of women in body-stockings and provocative hairstyles (side ponytails, lots of ‘em). A sign 
outside the door next to E.T. says ‘Pole Dancing Class by Charlene: POLE NOT REQUIRED’ with a big 
smiley face… 
 

 
National Theatre: All About Theatre   National Theatre  
Walker Books    978-1406358698 
Described by Benedict Cumberbatch as "a brilliant introduction to 
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theatre", this fascinating book by the National Theatre shows how plays like War Horse and many 
others are made. The book has interviews with famous directors and actors, like Lenny Henry, 
Meera Syal, Julie Walters and Ben Whishaw, and details of productions like The Curious Incident of 
the Dog in the Night-Time and One Man, Two Guvnors. Hear from experts at the world-famous 
National Theatre about every aspect of stagecraft, including prop-making, set building and lighting 
design, and discover, from first idea to final curtain, how plays are made. 
 

More Books about Shakespeare and his plays ….. 
 
Author Title Publisher ISBN 

 Non-fiction about Shakespeare   

Jane Bingham Explore Shakespeare Wayland 978-
0750294041 

Anna Claybourne  The Comedy, History and Tragedy  
of William Shakespeare 

Franklin 
Watts 

978-
1445131887 

Rosie Dickins & 
Christa Unzer 

William Shakespeare Usborne 978-074609002 
 

Clive Gifford So You Think You Know Shakespeare? Hodder  978-
0340931264 

Mick Manning & 
Brita Granström 

William Shakespeare: Scenes from 
the life of the world’s greatest writer 

Frances 
Lincoln 

978-
1847803450 

Celeste Mannis Who Was William Shakespeare? Puffin 978-
0448439044 

Michael Rosen & 
Robert Inkpen 

Shakespeare: His Work and His World  
(out of print) 

Walker 978-
0744555813 

Jane Sutcliffe & John 
Shelley 

Will’s Words Charlesbridge 978-
1580896382 

 The Shakespeare Book (Big Ideas) DK 978-
0241182611 

 Books about Shakespeare’s  
verse and plays 

  

Gina Pollinger & Emma 
Chichester Clark 

The Orchard Book of Classic  
Shakespeare Verse 

Orchard 978-
1408333020 

Tilly, Anna Claybourne Where’s Will? Find Shakespeare 
Hidden in his Plays 

Ivy Press 978-
1782402282 

 Retellings of Shakespeare plays   

Lois Burdett Shakespeare Can Be Fun:  
Romeo and Juliet (more titles in series) 

Firefly 978-
1552092293 

Anna Claybourne & 
Tom Morgan Jones 

Hamlet: Short Sharp Shakespeare 
Plays (further titles in series) 

Wayland 978-
0750281171 

Leon Garfield & 
Michael Foreman 

Shakespeare Stories 
Shakespeare Stories II 

Puffin 
Puffin 

978-
0140389388 
978-
0140389395 

Charles & Mary Lamb Tales From Shakespeare Wordsworth 978-
1853261404 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&text=Brita+Granstr%C3%B6m&search-alias=books-uk&field-author=Brita+Granstr%C3%B6m&sort=relevancerank
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C.A.Plaisted & 
Yaniv Shimony 

A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
(further titles in series) 

QED 978-
1848359406 

Lesley Sims & 
Serena Rigiletti 

A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
(further titles in series) 

Usborne 978-
0746063330 

Martin Waddell & 
Alan Marks 

Shakespeare Retold: Macbeth 
(further titles in series) 

Franklin 
Watts 

978-
0749677480 

  Illustrated Stories from Shakespeare Usborne 978-
1409522232 

 Fiction about Shakespeare & his plays   

Veronica Bennett Shakespeare’s Apprentice  
(out of print) 

Walker 978-
1844281480 

Malorie Blackman Noughts and Crosses  
(for older readers: echoes of Romeo and 
Juliet)) 

Corgi  978-
0552555708 

Susan Cooper King of Shadows Red Fox 978-
1849412742 

Antonia Forest The Player’s Boy (out of print) Faber 978-
0571095162 

Lynn Gardner Olivia’s Curtain Call Nosy Crow 978-
0857632074 

Josh Lacey Bearkeeper (out of print) MarionLloyd   978-
1407105437 

Jan Mark Stratford Boys (out of print) Hodder 978-
0340860977 

Barbara Mitchelhill The Road to London Anderson 978-
1849394079 

Geoffrey Trease Cue for Treason  Puffin 978-
0141359434 

Diana Wynne Jones The Magicians of Caprona 
(echoes of Romeo & Juliet) 

Harper 
Collins 

978-
0007267682 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


