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 The Silent Room 

A security van sets off for Durham prison, a disgraced Special Branch 

officer in the back. It never arrives. En route it is hijacked by armed 

men, the prisoner sprung. Suspended from duty on suspicion of aiding 

and abetting the audacious escape of his former boss, Detective 

Sergeant Matthew Ryan is locked out of the manhunt. 

Desperate to preserve his career and prove his innocence, he backs 

off. But when the official investigation falls apart, under surveillance 

and with his life in danger, Ryan goes dark, enlisting others in his 

quest to discover the truth. 

When the trail leads to the suspicious death of a Norwegian national, Ryan uncovers an 

international conspiracy that has claimed the lives of many. 
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Mari on writing The Silent Room 

I’m best known for my Kate Daniels series of police procedurals. So why, you might ask, did I deviate 

from that and write The Silent Room? Simply put, it was an idea I couldn’t shake off, an ambition to 

write something on a much larger scale, and time to test myself as a writer, to prove that I’m not 

defined by one set of characters.  

 Enter a layered psychological suspense thriller featuring charismatic DS Matthew Ryan, a tough and 

tenacious Special Branch detective whose life begins to unravel when he is caught in the crossfire of 

an undercover investigation. 

The narrative explores themes of love, loss and divided loyalty but has all the urgency of a 

conspiracy thriller, a gripping portrayal of police politics and fascinating insights into the minds of 

those on either side of the law – men who will stop at nothing to get what they want, and a 

detective hell-bent on bringing them to justice.  

My central character is an honest cop, the son of a policeman killed in the line of duty when Ryan 

was a boy. Policing has shaped his life; it’s in his DNA, what he was born to do. This investigation 

places all that in jeopardy, threatening the possible destruction of everything he values.  

Against the backdrop of inner city Newcastle and the dramatic wilderness of Northumberland – his 

home and mine – Ryan finds himself out of his depth, in a dangerous cat-and-mouse pursuit of 

armed and dangerous men.  

As you would expect with such a plot, the book opens with a bang. A security van sets off for 

Durham prison, with a disgraced Special Branch officer – Ryan’s boss – in the back. It never arrives. 

On route it’s hijacked, the prisoner sprung. Suspended from duty on suspicion of aiding and abetting 

the audacious escape, Ryan is locked out of the investigation. 

With a manhunt underway, he’s warned to stay away. Keen to preserve his career and prove his 

innocence, he backs off. But when the official investigation falls apart, Ryan – under surveillance and 

with his life in danger – goes dark, enlisting others in his quest to find the truth. 

I wanted to write about a gutsy but sensitive male who fights against injustice with every tool at his 

disposal, a detective facing a dilemma: either to stand back and hope that others will find his friend, 

or to take the initiative and investigate under the radar. As his creator, I forced him to choose the 

latter option, leaving him exposed, constantly having to watch his back.  

Pushed to breaking point, and with the police force he loves turned against him, the trail leads Ryan 

to Norway, to Verdens Ende (literal translation, World’s End) where he uncovers an international 

conspiracy that has claimed the lives of many in a rugged, often unforgiving landscape that reminds 

him of his Northumberland home. The central question of the narrative is: how far would you go to 

protect someone you love? This is crime fiction with a heart.    
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Reading Group questions for The Silent Room 

 In The Silent Room, Mari raises questions of morality, loyalty and justice. Given the 

circumstances of the plot, do you believe the central character was justified in the 

actions he took?  

 Ryan steps outside of his comfort zone in this book. Did you find yourself rooting for 

him, willing him on every step of the way, or did you think he should have left well 

alone and let O’Neil do her job? 

 In terms of character arc, did you feel that Ryan learned anything from his 

experience, in or out of The Silent Room? 

 Are you able to describe the central character, DS Ryan’s personality? 

 Which element of the book satisfied you the most: character dynamics/interaction; 

exciting plot; fast pace; unpredictability or something else? Discuss . . .    

 In one sentence, how would you critique The Silent Room? 

 If you had to describe the overriding theme of the book, what would it be? 

 To what extent, if any, did the twists keep you turning the pages? 

 Was the world created in The Silent Room one you recognised as authentic and 

believable? If not, why not? 

 In your opinion, what are Mari’s strengths/weaknesses as a writer? 

 At the conclusion, what emotion best describes your response to the material Mari 

presented to you? 

 This book was originally written as a standalone, but did the characters and/or the 

ending leave you wanting more? 

 If you could ask Mari one question about the novel, what would it be and why? 

 

 


