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Born in Taunton in 1976, Chris Ewan now lives in Somerset with his wife, 

Jo, and their daughter. Safe House, his first stand-alone thriller, was a 

number one bestseller in 2012 and was shortlisted for the Theakston's Old 

Peculiar Crime Novel of the Year Award. Dead Line, his second thriller, was 

published in 2013 and is optioned for film. Dark Tides was shortlisted for 

CrimeFest's eDunnit award for the best crime fiction eBook, and Long 

Time Lost, described in the Independent as 'a masterful thriller', was 

published in 2016. 

Dark Tides 

 From the number one bestselling author of Safe House comes a story 

about friendship, family, secrets, lies, and the things we do for love. 

When Claire Cooper was eight, her mother disappeared during Hop-tu-

naa, the Manx Halloween.  When Claire was eighteen, she and her 

friends took part in a Hop-tu-naa dare that went terribly wrong. Now in 

her early twenties and a police officer, what happened that Hop-tu-naa 

night has come back to haunt them all, and Claire must confront her 

deepest fears in order to stop a killer from striking again. 

 

For fans of Stephen King and Harlan Coben, this is I Know What You Did Last Summer meets 

The Wicker Man from one of the country's new generation of thriller writers.  
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Chris on writing Dark Tides 

Dark Tides is a novel about Hop-tu-naa, the Isle of Man’s version of Halloween, but it’s also a 

story about family, about friendship, about secrets and lies, and about the particular 

intensity of growing up on a small island.   

I lived on the Isle of Man for eleven years. It’s a place I love, and somewhere I’ve written 

about before and since (in Safe House and Long Time Lost), but despite its staggering beauty 

and many quirky claims to fame (Cats with no tails! The TT motorbike races!) the island is 

something of a forgotten place, easily overlooked. Part of my reason for writing Dark Tides 

was to introduce readers to areas of the island most visitors might never see, many of them 

among my favourite places to explore (while others, like the island’s one and only prison, I 

hope never to see again). 

Like Halloween, Hop-tu-naa is celebrated on 31st October every year, and in its modern 

form, the two festivals share many similarities. But there are differences, too, and one of 

the most striking is how Manx children go door-to-door to perform nonsense songs instead 

of trick or treating. The songs vary across different areas of the island but the best known is 

Jinny the Witch, which begins: “Hop-tu-naa/My mother’s gone away/and she won’t be back 

until the morning.” As a thriller writer, I could immediately see some dark potential in those 

lyrics. 

The book follows an unconventional structure for a thriller by exploring how a single date 

haunts the character of Claire Cooper over a number of years, ranging from when Claire’s 

mother mysteriously disappears on Hop-tu-naa when Claire is just eight, to a dare that she 

and her friends take part in ten years later that goes desperately wrong, right through to the 

fallout from that tragic night in later years. 

Writing from the perspective of a female narrator was a new challenge for me but one I 

found very rewarding because it was clear to me from the beginning that Dark Tides was 

Claire’s story to tell. She’s a damaged and isolated character, but also tough and 

courageous, determined to confront her deepest fears and triumph over the one date that 

has always tormented her.  

I’m thrilled to be longlisted for the 2017 CWA Dagger in the Library and especially happy 

that by coincidence Dark Tides is dedicated to two of my favourite librarians. Without the 

books I borrowed from my local library as a child, there’s no way I would have become a 

writer, so to be considered for this award is a special honour. 
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Reading Group questions for Dark Tides 

 Why do you think the author chose to narrate the story from the perspective of 

Claire Cooper? 

 The story is told over a number of Hop-tu-naas. What did you think of this narrative 

structure? Have you read any other crime novels with unusual story structures? 

 The disappearance of Claire’s mother is a formative experience in her life.  How do 

you think her mother’s disappearance affected Claire’s relationship with the other 

characters in the book? 

 What did you think about the way the Isle of Man was depicted in the novel? Is it 

somewhere you have visited or would like to visit? Did you have a favourite location 

in the book? 

 How did you think the characters in the book changed over successive Hop-tu-naas? 

Did any of the changes surprise you? 

 What did you think of Claire’s relationship with Edward Caine? Did it develop in a 

way you anticipated? 

 How does the use of weather contribute to the atmosphere in Dark Tides? 

 Have you read other crime novels set on islands? Why do you think islands work well 

as settings for crime novels? 

 

 

 

 


