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Spies and crime busters! 
Following up on our previous ‘spies and detectives’ packs, here’s another collection 
of action adventures and detective stories, with thrills and twists – and often humour 
too! 
 
As well as lots of reading suggestions for your group you’ll find ideas on this theme 
for discussion, warm ups, and longer activities. 
 
The pack is brought to you by The Reading Agency and their publisher partnership Children’s 
Reading Partners. 
 
Chatterbooks is a reading group programme for children aged 4 to 12 years. It is coordinated by 
The Reading Agency and its patron is author Dame Jacqueline Wilson. Chatterbooks groups run in 
libraries and schools, supporting and inspiring children’s literacy development by encouraging them 
to have a really good time reading and talking about books. 
 
The Reading Agency is an independent charity working to inspire more people to read more 
through programmes for adults, young people and Children – including the Summer Reading 
Challenge, and Chatterbooks. See www.readingagency.org.uk  
 
Children’s Reading Partners is a national partnership of children’s publishers and libraries working 
together to bring reading promotions and author events to as many children and young people as 
possible. 
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Spies and crime-busters     
 
Ideas for discussion and activities 
Get together a collection of stories and non-fiction about spies, detectives and 
adventurers, and have some sheets of flip chart paper for collecting your group’s 
favourites. 
 
See our More Reading list, and the Wordsearch below, for ideas. 
 
Have a look too at our other adventure themed packs: 

 Thrills, adventures, spies and detectives 

 Spies and thrillers 
 
 

                                               
 
 

  

https://readingagency.org.uk/resources/1492/
https://readingagency.org.uk/resources/417/
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Warm up 
SPIES AND CRIME-BUSTERS  Wordsearch 
 
Here are some fictional adventurers – look for them in the squares: across, down, up, 
and from right to left. Which characters do people already know?  Have a look at the 
books about them! 
 
 
ALEX RIDER  JAMES BOND FAMOUS FIVE TINTIN 
 
SHERLOCK HOLMES TIMMY FAILURE NANCY DREW ROSE CAMPION 
 
RUBY REDFORT      LAURA MARLIN (in 2 separate places) OTTOLINE      
 
SKULDUGGERY PLEASANT (in 2 separate places) 
 
 
 
L W J A M E S B O N D Z B F X S 
A P P X Q B K X P A G J F A G H 
U V J W Z X U Q J N Q K P M P E 
R X W Q N F L Z W C W Q J O K R 
A F T R O F D E R Y B U R U X L 
M A R L I N U W Z D P F K S J O 
Y L F K P P G X P R F J Q F F C 
P E J P M W G Q P E X T S I X K 
J X Q W A X E E Q W Z V D V H H 
F R W Z C Q R X Z F Q J T E G O 
G I J F E W Y Z J F W X I K Z L 

K D X K S X O T T O L I N E J M 
W E P Q O F Z Q J F G X T J Q E 
Q R T Z R X V J W D S Z I W V S 
P G W J Q F P L E A S A N T X J 
E R U L I A F Y M M I T P Z B F 
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Talk about 
Book talking 
Here are some questions to choose from to get everyone chatting about the books 
your group has been reading: 
 

 How did you feel when reading this book?  And when you’d finished it? 

 Did you skip any parts?  Which ones?   

 Was there anything that took you by surprise? 

 Did the story hold your interest?   How did it do this? 

 What did you especially like about the story?   

 What were the funniest/scariest/most exciting bits for you? 

 Talk about things in the book that got you thinking. 

 What do you remember most about the story? 

 What single word (or two!) describes this book for you? 

Top favourite adventure stories  

Make a list of your group’s favourite adventure stories – divide it into columns: spy 

stories, thrillers, detective stories, adventures.   Some books may fit in more than one 

column! Vote for your favourite in each column.  

Who are your group’s favourite storybook heroes and heroines?     

Get everyone to write down three things about their favourite adventure book and 

then use these as the basis of a short talk by each child to the rest of the group - 

about the book and why it is their favourite. 

 

What is a spy?! 

 We all think first of secret agents, James Bond, and daring and glamorous 

adventures. Talk about what it can really involve – for example:  

 close and secret observation of someone  

 gathering information 

 governments and organisations employing people to find out the secrets of 

rivals and other governments  

 Why might people become spies?  For money?  To help their country?  Maybe 

forced into it by blackmail?  
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Longer activities 
 
Fingerprints 
In order to identify who has touched an object it is useful for a secret agent to 
become skilled in fingerprint analysis. Talk more about why fingerprints are used in 
crime-solving strategies. Everybody has unique fingerprints, even identical twins, 
which cannot be removed or changed unless the skin is severely damaged. 
There are three main types of fingerprints: arch, loop and whorl. 

         
 ARCH     LOOP     WHIRL 
 

Get your group to record and classify their fingerprints – which of these three types 
do they have? You’ll need an ink pad (black ink) and some white card – plus some 
wipes and maybe aprons to protect clothing from the ink. 

1. Have each child place their thumb on the ink pad, pressing down slightly so 
that ink covers the entire thumb fingertip.  

2. Immediately after lifting the thumb from the ink pad place fingertip on an 
index card, being careful to keep thumb in its original place.  

3. Lift thumb straight off of index card to reveal the thumbprint.  
4. Then look at the print that was created on the index card and compare it to 

pictures of the three main types of fingerprints: loop, whorl, and arch.  
5. Figure out which picture best matches to conclude what kind of fingerprint was 

created!  
6. This process can be repeated for any or all of the fingers to create a whole set 

of fingerprints.  
 
Tips: 1. Pressing down too hard on the ink pad, resulting in a lot of ink, could hinder the 
outcome of the print as the ink will fill in the ridgelines of the print instead of defining them.      
2. Rolling or sliding the fingertip around once placed on the index card could make a smudgy 
print 
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What can you tell from people’s appearances? 
Spies and detectives can make deductions and get clues about people and what they 
do, by observing them carefully.  This can help them as they work out who might be 
involved in a crime. 
 
Get together a set of pictures of individual people – male, female, different ages, 
different clothes.  These could be portrait postcards, pictures from the internet, 
pictures cut out from magazines and newspapers – your group could help with 
gathering these. 
 
Put them up on the wall or on a board, like a gallery and get children to study each 
picture, seeing what they can deduce as to what the person might be like. Have a 
check list for observing each picture, here are some points you could include: 
 
 Eyes 

 
 Hair  

 
 Mouth 

 
 Style of dress 

 
 Tidy/untidy? 

 
 Any very noticeable things about their appearance? 

 
 Are they holding anything, or is there anything else in the picture which tells 

you more about them? 
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Spies and crime-busters! – The books 
 
Younger fiction 

 
Swashbuckle Lil Elli Woollard & Laura Ellen Anderson  
Macmillan 978-1509808823 
When evil pirate Stinkbeard tries to kidnap Lil's teacher, it's up to schoolgirl 
and secret pirate, Lil, to come to the rescue. In story two there's a very 
hungry croc on the loose. Can Lil and her trusty parrot, Carrot, scare 
Stinkbeard and his pet croc away? 

Elli Woollard lives in London.  She has worked as a teacher of English as a 
foreign language, a copywriter, and an editor. Her first book was Woozy the Wizard. 
Laura Ellen Anderson has illustrated many picture books; she has also written I Don't Want Curly 
Hair. Laura lives in London. 
 
 
 

Agent Amelia: Golden Case Files  Michael Broad   Andersen 
978-1849393270 
“Join me, Agent Amelia, for six funny, mad and entertaining stories about 
how I go about saving the world all by MYSELF! Amelia x 
A bumper collection of six stories from my Golden Case Files!” 
 
Michael Broad writes and illustrates books for children of all ages. His work 

includes Scaredy Cat and Boo, nominated for the Kate Greenaway Medal, and young fiction series 
The Unbelievable Adventures of Jake Cake.  
 

 
 

Shifty McGifty and Slippery Sam: the Spooky School   
Tracey Corderoy & Steven Lenton       Nosy Crow             
978-0857637017 
Shifty McGifty and Slippery Sam don't just make amazing cakes. These two 
brave bakers solve wacky mysteries too! Halloween at St Spectre's school: 
who is to blame when the weather goes CRAZY? A power-grabbing red 
panda, maybe? Certainly not the raccoon gang fixing the museum's toilets - 
they've got dastardly plans of their OWN!     In this book the pair of 

pooches appear in a two-colour fiction format, ideal for children growing in confidence as readers 
and beginning to read alone.    
 

Tracey Corderoy began writing in 2006. She lives in Gloucestershire. 
Steven Lenton has become a successful animator and art director in children's television. He also 
designs greetings cards and prints, and he lives in Crouch End. 
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Weasels Elys Dolan        Nosy Crow    978-0857632005 
Find out how the weasels' dastardly plans for world domination are foiled in 
this hilarious picture book. It's packed with cross-over humour to amuse little 
kids, and big kids too. There are machines, maps and even a laboratory ...oh, 
and lots and lots of weasels. Weasels - what do they do all day? Eat nuts and 
berries? No - what they really do is ...plot world domination. 
 

Elys Dolan was shortlisted for the Waterstone's 'Picture This' prize. She works predominately with 
ink, newfangled digital witchcraft and coloured pencils; she is based in Cambridge.  
 
 
 
 

Fowl Play     Travis Nichols   Chronicle Books 
978-1452131825 
Our team of plucky detectives has been chomping at the bit to take on 
their first case. When Mr. Hound hires them to investigate, they hoof it to 
his shop. Follow this hilarious first case of the Gumshoe Zoo detective 
agency as they attempt to solve Mr. Hound's mystery! Early readers will 
enjoy the multi-panelled comic book hybrid feel of this raucous adventure.  
 

Travis Nichols writes books, draws, paints, and makes comics, which have appeared in Nickelodeon 
magazine. 

 
 

 

 
Zoo Boy and the Jewel Thieves   Sophie Thompson & 
Rebecca Ashdown    Faber       978-0571325207 
Eight year old Vince (known also as Zoo Boy) can talk to animals. Which is 
handy, as his dad works at the zoo! However the animals are rather 
demanding... but for once they are going to have to put their selfish ways 
aside, as there's a jewel thief on the loose. Can Vince and the animals 
catch the crook?     For readers aged 6+ 
Actress Sophie Thompson lives in London. 

Rebecca Ashdown writes and illustrates children’s books; she lives in Stroud. 
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Junior fiction 
 
Hostage    Malorie Blackman   Barrington Stoke   
978-1781120798 
Blindfolded. Alone. Afraid. No idea where she is or what will happen next. 
The only thing Angela knows is that she's been kidnapped. Does she have the 
courage to escape? Will she ever see her father again?  A thrilling adventure 
-  particularly suitable for reluctant, struggling and dyslexic readers. 
Malorie Blackman has won many awards and in 2008 she was honoured 

with an OBE for her services to Children's Literature. In 2013-15 she was the UK Children's Laureate.  
 
 

 
Framed      Frank Cottrell Boyce     Macmillan    
978-1447265573 
The perfect crime - it's a work of art! – in this ingenious story.  Dylan lives 
in the tiny Welsh town of Manod. His parents run the local garage - and 
when he's not trying to persuade his sisters to play football, Dylan is in 
charge of the petrol log. This means he gets to keep track of everyone 
coming in and out of Manod - but when a mysterious convoy of lorries 
trundles up the mountainside towards an old, disused mine, even Dylan 

is confounded. Who are these people - and what have they got to hide?   This story was inspired by 
a press cutting describing how, during World War II, the treasured contents of London's National 
Gallery were stored in Welsh slate mines.  
Frank Cottrell Boyce won the CILIP Carnegie Medal in 2004 for his book Millions and his books have 
been been shortlisted for a number of awards. He lives in Merseyside. 
 

 
Bulletcatcher: Sniper   Chris Bradford    Barrington Stoke 
978-1781124468    
There's been no stop to the violence as the Army of Freedom terrorists 
continue their assault on Terminus City. Now a sniper is targeting key 
figures on the City Council and fear is at an all-time high. It's up to Troy 
and his team of bulletcatchers to protect the Mayor's daughter Pandora 
at all costs, but the danger seems to be everywhere and he's beginning to 

question what SPEAR have told him about his superpowers...  This book is particularly suitable for 
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struggling, reluctant and dyslexic readers aged 8+ 
Chris Bradford has also written the Young Samurai and Bodyguard series, the latter having been 
nominated for the Carnegie Medal.  

 

 

The Power of Three:  Secret Breakers   H.L.Dennis  
Hodder    978-0340999615   
A Da Vinci Code for kids ... 
Imagine the chance to solve the Voynich Manuscript - it's an ancient 
manuscript no one has ever been able to decipher. And there are Rules 
that say it is forbidden to even try to solve it. But Brodie Bray likes a 
challenge, and when she receives a coded message through the post her 
life changes for ever. Together with her new friends, Brodie must break 

the rules to break the code, at every turn facing terrible danger.  
H.L.Dennis writes full time but enjoys keeping up to date with young readers by making school 
visits, where she runs code-cracking and creative writing sessions.  
 

 

 
The Great Shelby Holmes: Girl Detective   
Elizabeth Eulberg & Matt Robertson  Bloomsbury  
978-1408871478   (Published January 2017) 
Shelby Holmes is not your average nine-year-old - she happens to be the 
best detective her neighbourhood has ever seen, using her uncanny 
analytical mind and sassy attitude to solve crimes which stump even the 
police department.  But when eleven-year-old John Watson moves in to 
her block of flats, Shelby finds a solution to the one puzzle that's eluded 

her up until now: friendship.  This dynamic duo find themselves swept up in a dog-napping case 
that'll take both their talents to crack.   
Elizabeth Eulberg is a full-time writer and the author of several books including The Lonely Hearts 
Club and Prom & Prejudice. She lives in New York. 
Matt Robertson lives in Norwich. His books include Super Stan. 

 
 

The Accidental Secret Agent Tom McLaughlin   OUP  
978-0192744395 
This year the secret service made a major mix up, they mistook a 13-year-
old boy called Kevin for a secret agent…  Despite this, it was up to Kevin 
to save the world from an evil supervillain. It was the most dangerous, 
daring mission in the history of the secret service, and also its biggest 
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blunder. This top secret book uncovers the entire story of Kevin's fateful and hilarious mission. 
Tom McLaughlin spent nearly 10 years as a political cartoonist for The Western Morning News 
before going freelance as a writer and illustrator. He is also a script writer and a character designer 
for several animation channels. He lives in Devon. 
 
 

 
Smart   Kim Slater Macmillan    978-1447236672 
'I found Jean's friend dead in the river. His name was Colin Kirk. He was a 
homeless man, but he still wanted to live.'   
There's been a murder, but the police don't care. It was only a homeless 
old man after all.  Kieran cares. He's made a promise, and when you say 
something out loud, that means you're going to do it, for real. He's going 
to find out what really happened. To Colin. And to his grandma, who just 
stopped coming round one day. It's a good job Kieran's a master of 

observation, and knows all the detective tricks of the trade.  But being a detective is difficult when 
you're Kieran Woods. When you're amazing at drawing but terrible at fitting in. And when there are 
dangerous secrets everywhere, not just outside, but under your own roof. 
Kim Slater gained a first-class honours degree in English and Creative Writing from Nottingham 
Trent University at the age of forty and Smart is her debut novel. She lives in Nottingham. 

 
 

 Cogheart     Peter Bunzl     Usborne  978-1474915007 

Lily's life is in mortal peril. Her father is missing and now silver-eyed men 
stalk her through the shadows. What could they want from her?  
With her friends - Robert, the clockmaker's son, and Malkin, her mechanical 
fox - Lily is plunged into a murky and menacing world. Too soon Lily realizes 
that those she holds dear may be the very ones to break her heart...   
Murder, mayhem and mystery meet in this gripping Victorian adventure.  
Peter Bunzl has worked on two BAFTA winning cartoon series and written 

and directed several fantastical shorts for children. Cogheart is his first book for children. 
 
 
 

  
Inspector Flytrap   Tom Angleburger     Abrams   
978-1419709654 
Welcome to Inspector Flytrap’s Detective Agency, home to the world-
renowned solver of BIG DEAL mysteries. Inspector Flytrap, a Venus flytrap, 
works tirelessly with his assistant Nina the Goat, a goat, on his community’s 
unsolved cases. Theres no case too big, but there are definitely cases too 
small for this plant detective. On his first caper, Inspector Flytrap heads to 

the Art Museums Secret Lab, to discover what important message lies in a mysterious glob on a 
recently discovered da Vinci flower painting.  
Tom Angleberger is the author of the bestselling Origami Yoda series. 
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Cece Bell is the author of the Newbery Honor Book and Eisner winner El Deafo. Tom and Cece are 
married and live in Christiansburg,Virginia. 
 
 

 

Crimson Poison    Susan Moore     Nosy Crow    
978-0857634498 
Nat Walker is the orphan heiress to her parents' games empire. When her 
guardian, Jamuka, is called back to Mongolia by a clan emergency, Nat 
discovers vital information about the poison that is killing his people. She 
decides to follow him, and in doing so, becomes drawn into the deadly game 
of revenge, corruption and world domination that is playing out against the 

snowy white Steppes.  
Susan Moore lives in Surrrey and recently received an MA with distinction in Creative Writing from 
Kingston University.  She has also written Emerald Secret – see below. 
 

 

Emerald Secret 978-0857638267 
Nat is perched on the prow of the Junko as it glides up the Thames one cold, 
drizzly night. London is to be her home for the next year, and it looks to be a 
strange and uninviting place after the bright lights and fast pace of Hong Kong. 
Little does Nat know that she and her dragon-robot, Fizz, are at the start of 
their second adventure, one that will see them become lost in the high-tech 

world of one of her father's games and seeking out a long-lost Chinese sword.  
 
 

 
 The Sound of Whales  Kerr Thomson Chicken House  
978-1910002278 
Three children are spending their summer on a wild Scottish island. 
Fraser wants adventure; Hayley is fed up; while Dunny spends his days 
staring out to sea. He hasn't said a word in years. But everything changes 
with the discovery of two bodies on the beach: a whale and a man. There 
is a mystery-adventure to be solved, and in the end, it will take someone 
who listens to the sea to put it right. 

Kerr Thomson is a geography teacher in a Glasgow high school, and in his spare time…he writes 
children’s books.   

 
 

Spy Toys Mark Powers & Tim Wesson     Bloomsbury   
978-1408870860  (Published January 2017) 
Toy Story meets James Bond!   The world's leading toy manufacturer 
makes playthings for the rich and famous, and every toy they create 
contains a tiny computerised brain and a unique personality. But every so 
often there's a faulty toy ...    Dan is a Snugaliffic Cuddlestar bear - he 
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should be perfect for hugging. But because of a faulty chip, Dan is so strong he could crush a car!   
Recruited by the mysterious Auntie Roz with other toys from the rejects pile, he joins the Spy Toys. 
Their first mission: to protect the prime minister's son from being kidnapped ...! 
Mark Powers lives in Manchester. 

The Scarlet Files: Cat Burglar    Tamsin Cooke    OUP    
978-0192742599 
Schoolgirl by day, cat burglar by night...  
Scarlet McCall thinks she has it all figured out. She and her dad are on a 
mission to return stolen treasures to their rightful owners. But when they 
take an ancient Aztec bracelet, her world turns upside down. Dad goes 
missing, and mysterious powers erupt inside Scarlet. Searching for her dad, 
Scar must learn who to trust before it's all too late. 

Tamsin Cooke loves travel and seeing wild animals.  Before becoming a writer she worked as a 
primary school teacher. She lives in Somerset. 

 
 
Artie Conan Doyle and the Gravediggers  Robert J Harris 
– Kelpies  978-1782503538    Published February 2017 
One day Arthur Conan Doyle will create the greatest detective of all -- 
Sherlock Holmes. But right now Artie Conan Doyle is a twelve-year-old 
Edinburgh schoolboy with a mystery of his own to solve. While sneaking 
out to explore Greyfriars Kirkyard by night, Artie and his best friend Ham 
spot a ghostly lady in grey and discover the footprints of a gigantic hound. 
Could the two mysteries be connected?  

Robert J. Harris lives in St Andrews. He is the author of many children's books, including Will 
Shakespeare and the Pirate's Fire and the zany Norse- god trilogy The World's Gone Loki! 
 

 
Treasure Hunters: Danger Down the Nile James Patterson  
Arrow  978-0099567653 

Four children on a quest to find the legendary Mines of King Solomon… and 
their parents.   Bick, Beck, Storm and Tommy are navigating their way down 
the Nile, from hot and dusty Cairo to deep dark jungles, past some 
seriously bad guys along the way.  They’ll need all their survival instincts just 
to make it out alive... 

James Patterson is the author of many adult and children’s books including the series Middle 
School and I Funny. He lives in Florida. 
 

 
Non-fiction 
 

Spy   Richard Platt    DK   978-0756650346 
Eyewitness Spy is DK's classic look at the history of espionage, now reissued 
with a CD and wall chart. 
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Stephen Biesty has written many books, mostly factual books for children, including Cross Sections, 
Castle Diary and Pirate Diary.    
 
 
 

Ultimate Spy    H. Keith Melton  DK   978-0241189917 

Take a look inside the covert world of espionage - its history, the hi-tech 
spy gadgets and aspects of spycraft from surveillance to assassination. 
DK's Ultimate Spy is filled with stunning, specially commissioned 
photographs that show details of equipment including spycams, bugs, 
weapons and drone aircraft.  
From the earliest intrigues at royal courts through the covert operations of 
the CIA and KGB during the Cold War to the revelations from Wikileaks and 

Edward Snowden, delve into the secret world of espionage. 
 

Usborne Official Detective’s Handbook   
978-1409584377    
Train yourself to be a great detective with this humorous, handy 
pocket guide packed with hints, tips and advice on how to be an 
intrepid, quick-thinking super-sleuth. Test your observational skills, 
learn how to crack codes, discover how to identify people by their 
fingerprints or handwriting, find out how to examine witnesses 
and look for clues.  

 

Spies and crime-busters!    More reading 
AUTHOR TITLE PUBLISHER ISBN 

Guy Bass & Lee Robinson Spynosaur Stripes 978-1847157164 

Pamela Butchart Pugly Solves a Crime (Younger)  Nosy Crow  978-0857636768 

Pamela Butchart The Spy who Loved School 
Dinners 

Nosy Crow 978-0857632579 

Lauren Child Ruby Redfort: Look into my eyes HarperCollins 978-0007334070 

Andrew Cope Spy Dog Spy Dog 978-0141318844 

Frances Hardinge Fly By Night Macmillan 978-0330418263 

Herge Tintin: The Red Sea Sharks Egmont 978-1405206303 

Anthony Horowitz Alex Rider: Point Blanc Walker 978-1406360202 

Rob Lloyd Jones Jake Atlas and the Tomb of the 
Emerald Snake 

Walker 978-1406361445 

Tim Wynne Jones Secret Agent Man Goes 
Shopping for Shoes (Pic book) 

Walker 978-1406368444 

Derek Landy Skulduggery Pleasant  HarperCollins 978-0007241620 

Nosy Crow Rose Campion – Curse of 
Doomstone 

Nosy Crow 978-0857638441 

Chris O’Dowd & Nick Moone Boy: The Fish Detective Macmillan 978-1447270980 
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Vincent Murphy 

Stephen Pastis Timmy Failire: Mistakes Were 
Made 

Walker 978-1406347876 

Chris Riddell Ottoline and the Purple Fox Macmillan 978-1447277927 

Lauren St John Kidnap in the Caribbean Orion 978-1444003277 

 

 
 

     
 
Wordsearch answer 
 
 
 
L W J A M E S B O N D Z B F X S 
A P P X Q B K X P A G J F A G H 
U V J W Z X U Q J N Q K P M P E 
R X W Q N F L Z W C W Q J O K R 
A F T R O F D E R Y B U R U X L 
M A R L I N U W Z D P F K S J O 
Y L F K P P G X P R F J Q F F C 
P E J P M W G Q P E X T S I X K 
J X Q W A X E E Q W Z V D V H H 
F R W Z C Q R X Z F Q J T E G O 
G I J F E W Y Z J F W X I K Z L 

K D X K S X O T T O L I N E J M 
W E P Q O F Z Q J F G X T J Q E 
Q R T Z R X V J W D S Z I W V S 
P G W J Q F P L E A S A N T X J 
E R U L I A F Y M M I T P Z B F 

 
 

 
 


