
Bring Back the King – Reading Group Questions 
 

 Which extinct species do you think is worth ‘de-extincting’ and why? 

 ‘Extinction is an integral part of the story of life on Earth’ (p. 24). Do you think that it’s 

against nature and history to de-extinct species? 

 Has your opinion on cloning changed after reading this book? 

 ‘Man turns up. Animals go extinct’ (p. 27). The author explains that the mass extinction of 

certain species is mainly caused by global warming, poaching and deforestation. Do you 

think that people should take responsibility for their actions and have a duty to recreate 

biodiversity? 

 ‘Just because it can be done, does it mean it should be done?’ (p. 37). This recurring theme 

of the book raises ethical questions. What is your opinion? Where should the line be 

drawn? 

 When discussing the hypothetical de-extinction of Neanderthals, the author mentions that 

DNA research has proved they were more resistant to certain illnesses, such as HIV or 

tuberculosis, than humans. Should cloning/de-extincting former human counterparts for 

health benefits be considered? 

 If one day de-extinction is seriously considered, which criteria should prevail? Health? 

Ecology? Biodiversity? 

 Should we regard de-extinction as the only viable solution to protect endangered species? 

 ‘Playing God’ (p. 247). This expression only comes towards the end of the book and is crucial 

when talking about cloning and de-extinction. How ethical can manipulating nature be? 

What are the potential dangers? 

 ‘It’s all too easy to become sucked into the misguided belief that extinction ios not 

happening on our watch’ (p. 278). The book ends on quite an alarming note. Do you think 

this book is successful in raising awareness of this ‘invisible’ phenomenon and in inviting 

readers to take action/react? 

 The author humorously writes about bringing Elvis Presley back to life and then debunks 

this fantasy by explaining how it would be impossible in terms of time and similarity: ‘Cells 

can be clones. Selves’ cannot’ (p. 207). What about ethics? What do you think about human 

cloning and the lurking fear of eugenics? 

 

 

 


