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A Strangeness in My Mind 

This is the story of boza seller Mevlut, the woman to whom he wrote 

three years' worth of love letters, and their life in Istanbul. Between 

1969 and 2012, Mevlut works a number of different jobs on the 

streets of Istanbul, from selling yoghurt and cooked rice to guarding a 

car park. He observes many different kinds of people thronging the 

streets, he witnesses all of the transformative moments in the city, 

and he always wonders what it is that separates him from everyone 

else – the source of that strangeness in his mind.  

Orhan Pamuk is the author of many celebrated books, including The 

White Castle, Black Book, Istanbul and Snow. In 2003, he won the 

International IMPAC Award for My Name is Red, and in 2006 he was 

awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature. His most recent novel, The 

Museum of Innocence, was an international bestseller. Orhan Pamuk’s work has been 

translated into over 60 languages. In spring 2012, his Museum of Innocence opened in 

Istanbul, where he lives. 

Ekin Oklap was born in Izmir, Turkey, and grew up in Italy. She is a graduate of the 

University of Cambridge and the School of Oriental and African Studies. In 2012, she 

translated Orhan Pamuk's The Innocence of Objects. She lives in London, where she works as 

a literary agent. 

Discussion questions 

 How much did you know about Istanbul before you read A Strangeness in My Mind? 

Do you feel you have learned from the novel? 

 Think of the role of the translator – what do you think the challenges would be in 

translating this novel? What one question would you ask Ekin Oklap? 

 What are the linguistic differences between this and a book written originally in 

English? Do you get a sense of the source language in the writing? 

 Why do you think the author uses the viewpoint of Mevlut to show the social and 

political history of Turkey and how the city of Istanbul has changed over time? 

 How well did the book give a sense of place? Did you feel transported to the setting 

of the book? 

 Which book would you compare this to if describing it to a friend? 
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