READING

HACK

Learn new digital skills by creating a book trailer
for a favourite book.

Difficulty : Medium

Time it takes: 4 hours +
Skills: creativity, reading
Interests: books, digital, film-making

You will need:
* Video cameras/ipads/smart phones
+ Editing software —imovie for Mac/ipads or Windows Movie Maker for PCs are
both very good. Youtube also has simple editing functions.
« A3 paper for story boards
*  Books!

Does this hack need digital? You need an Instagram account and internet access for
this hack.

How to do the hack:

Session 1:

1. Begin by introducing young people to book trailers. This is the official book trailer for
The Fault in Our Stars by John Green:
http://www.youtube.com/watchev=G4BCKLORHTM

And here are some fan film versions:
http://www.youtube.com/watch2v=hK4wVLImRéU
http://www.youtube.com/watch2v=wYVpNSwksss

2. Watch the book frailers and ask your group fo think about what makes a good book
trailer. Things to think about include the book’s title and author, quotes from the book,
a good soundtrack, striking images, positive quotes from readers/fans and a call to
action (i.e. read the book!).

3. Ask your group to think about which book they’d like to make a trailer for. It should
be a book that everyone has read or can read before work starts.

4. Ask your group to discuss how they'll bring their book to life. Hand out A3 paper for
them to plan out a storyboard. Young people simply need to divide the paper into 9
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boxes, and sketch out up to 9 key scenes or moments for their trailer.

Session 2:
5. Turn the storyboard into a script. They will also need to work out their roles in the
trailer. Encourage your group to think about props, scenery and costumes.

5. Hand out video cameras/ipads and get young people to start filming. Suggest that
one person films whilst someone else acts as the director.

Session 3:

6. Young people can now edit their video clips info one long video using either imovie,
Windows Movie Player or YouTube. Add sound effects and music. Copyright free
sound effects can be downloaded from here: http://www.soungle.com/

7. Share your finished video on social media sites and don’t forget to tweet a link to
the author in question!

Useful information:
A beginner’'s guide to using iMovie on a Mac:
http://www.youtube.com/watch2v=kCg2ncg7/Mqgg

A beginner’s guide to using iMovie on an iPad:
http://scratched.media.mit.edu/resources/all

A beginner’s guide to using Windows Movie Maker on a PC:
http://www.youtube.com/watch2v=J7XKé8NS7gU

Copyright free sound effects can be downloaded from here:
http://www.soungle.com/
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