
 

 

Internet poetry hack 

Use search terms to remix the internet into 

poetry. 

This hack uses reading to create a flarf 

poem. Flarf is an experimental poetry 

movement that is becoming a new kind of 

Internet-based poetic practice. 

  

 

 

Difficulty : Easy 

Time it takes: 45 mins - 1 hour 

Skills: creativity, reading.   

Interests: writing, poetry, digital.  

You will need: 

 Access to Internet via phones or computers.  

 Pens and A4 paper 
 

Does this hack need digital? Yes. You need access to the internet and a search engine 

e.g. google.  

How to do the hack: 

Share this poem with young people. How do you think it was written? 

The Celestial Shovel  

The sky or visible heaven 

digging, lifting, and moving bulk materials. 

Rounded point,  

creatures dwell on the upper planes. 

D-shaped handle, pressed-steel blade, 

Lightweight builders 

travel through the universe. 

 

Answer: using two search terms in Google: Celestial and Shovel. The poem is composed of 

alternating lines taken from the search engine results for each word. It is a Flarf poem. Flarf 

is an experimental poetry movement that is becoming a new kind of Internet-based poetic 

practice. 



 

 

 

 

 

• In one group or smaller groups choose 2 search terms. Try and choose very different 

words or ideas e.g. Astronomy + Banana or Aroma +Computer.  You can give a few 

terms a quick try to see if they bring up interesting and varied results.  

• Hand out A4 paper. Enter the search terms into Google or other search engine. As 

they read, young people jot down between 3-5 lines they like with ONE line on each 

A4 piece of paper. They don’t have to click through to the webpages, just read the 

search engine results listed on Google. 

• Ask young people to read out their chosen search results or put the lines on a table 

for everyone to see. Which lines are the most striking? Which lines work together 

with other lines? Try arranging them into a poem. 

• Type up the final poem  

Go online: Young people can search for this hack online or add their own hacks to get 

inspiration, skills badges and win prizes: www.readinghack.org.uk 

 

 

http://www.readinghack.org.uk/

