
Turn a Book into a Song 
 

 

Difficulty : Medium  

 

Time it takes: 1 - 2 hours 

 

Skills: creativity, reading, communication 

 

Interests: books, music writing 

 

You will need:  

 A selection of reads 

 Access to a computer 

 Pens and paper 

 Musical instruments (optional) 

 

Does this hack need digital? You don’t need the internet for this hack. 

 

How to do the hack:  

Ask young people to do the following: 

- Choose a read. You can either choose a read everyone knows or spend 20 minutes 

reading a first chapter.  

- Pick a melody. You might have someone musical in the group who can write and 

play their own melody, but if not, pick a tune that you all like and look up karaoke 

version of the song on the internet. Now all you need to do is create your own words to 

fit the melody. 

- Decide what you liked about it. Hold a discussion about the book or section as a 

group and make notes. Here are some questions 

you might like to consider: 

• What did you like about the book? 

• Which parts got you thinking about something in your own life? 

• Are there any words or images that really stand out? 

• Think of ONE thing about the book NOW! What was it? Even if it’s a really small detail, 

it 

doesn’t matter, it stuck in your head for a reason! 

- Have a go at writing some lyrics based on the ideas you’ve discussed and notes 

you’ve written. The song will need a verse, a chorus and then another verse. It’s 

Become a songwriter and write a song based 

on a favourite read.  
 



 

• Think of ONE thing about the book NOW! What was it? Even if it’s a really small detail, 

it doesn’t matter, it stuck in your head for a reason! 

 

 - Have a go at writing some lyrics based on the ideas you’ve discussed and notes 

you’ve written. The song will need a verse, a chorus and then another verse. It’s a bit 

like writing a poem. The aim is to try and get something about that book across, so it 

might just be a feeling, an image in the book, or some lines from the book that you felt 

were significant. It doesn’t have to be perfect. Remember to have fun! 

 

- Why not make a video of your new song? Remember to share it on social media. 

 

 

 

Go online: Young people can search for this hack online or add their own hacks to get 

inspiration, skills badges and win prizes: http://www.readinghack.org.uk 

 

http://www.readinghack.org.uk/

