
Lyric Speak 
 

 

Difficulty : Medium  

 

Time it takes: 1 - 2 hours 

 

Skills: creativity, reading, communication 

 

Interests: books, music writing 

 

You will need:  

 Books, poems, plays. 

 Smart phones for recording or MP3 recorders 

 A soundcloud or audioboo account (optional) 

 

Does this hack need digital? You need the internet for this hack.  Take a look at the 

playlist created by young people which was inspired by the novel Boy Nobody. 

https://soundcloud.com/reading-activists-croydon/sets/boy-nobody-review/s-BC822 

 

How to do the hack:  

1. Choose a read. You can either choose a read everyone knows or spend 20 

minutes reading a first chapter ( in which case add 20 mins extra time for this 

hack).  

2. If you’re working with a long read e.g. a novel, discuss the story and break it into 

scenes. Give each pair/group one scene to work with. If you’re working with a 

first chapter, each pair/group can make lyric art based on the same chapter – 

the playlist will be a compilation of each group’s recording. 

3. Young people brainstorm ways of making the scene/chapter into a piece of 

lyric art. Ask young people to think about the following ideas: 

- Get reflective: Write a short piece revealing your feelings as the scene or 

chapter unfolds.   

- Get creative:  Write a piece of flash fiction (short fiction of 100 words) or 

a poem based on the scene or chapter.  

- Get musical: Are there any sound effects you can use?  

4. Spend 10 minutes practicing the pieces. Using MP3 recorders or the Voice 

memo/microphone feature on a smart phone, each group records their short 

piece. Finished recordings can be emailed via the voice memo/microphone 

function to one person to compile into a playlist. They will need to set up a 

soundcloud or audioboo account to do this.  
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Become a lyric artist and make a playlist of your 

own recordings inspired by a story. 
 



 

Extra Activity:  

 Create a CD Jacket for the playlist.  

 Make a hack project of it and run an Open Mic Night 

 

 

 

Go online: Young people can search for this hack online or add their own hacks to get 

inspiration, skills badges and win prizes: http://www.readinghack.org.uk 

 

http://www.readinghack.org.uk/

