
 

Dystopian Debates 

Difficulty : Medium  

 

Time it takes: 2-4 hours  

 

Skills: creativity, leadership, reading 

 

Interests: books, debating 

 

You will need:  

 A place to hold the debate 

 People 

 Post-it notes 

 Paper and pens 

Does this hack need digital? You don’t need the internet for this hack. But you can 

find tips about running debates online. 

 

How to do the hack:  

Why do bestselling young adult novels seem darker now than in the past? Or do 

they? What’s behind the dystopia trend and why is there so much demand for it? 

Or has it always been this way?  

Divide the group into two, give each group a side of the argument to prepare. They 

can write down their points on paper or post-it notes. 

When the debate is finished someone from each group will need to summarise 

each argument. 

A vote is cast to decide the winning argument. 

See the hack project ‘Running a Debate’ for more details about running a debate.  

 

 

Go online: Young people can search for this hack online or add their own hacks to 

get inspiration, skills badges and win prizes: http://www.readinghack.org.uk 

 

 
Quote: http://www.nytimes.com/roomfordebate/2010/12/26/the-dark-side-of-young-adult-

fiction/craving-truth-telling 

 

 

 
“The truth of the world around us is changing and 

teens want to read something that isn’t a lie.” – 

Paulo Bacigalupi, author of Ship Breaker 

http://www.readinghack.org.uk/

