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About this pack 
Here are eight heart-warming books by Holly Webb, from her much-loved Animal 
Stories series. 
The stories are about puppies and kittens, and cats and dogs – and their experiences 
in finding and settling into families with their young owners. 
These books are perfect for children aged 6 years upwards. They’re all about loving 
and learning to look after our pets – understanding how they may feel and how the 
world may look through their eyes. 
 
This pack gives information and tasters from all the books, suggestions for more 
reading (including further titles by Holly Webb), and lots of discussion and activity 
ideas for your Chatterbooks reading groups. 
It’s brought to you by The Reading Agency and their Children’s Reading Partner, 
Stripes Publishing www.stripespublishing.co.uk   
 
Chatterbooks [ www.chatterbooks.org.uk] is a reading group programme for children aged 4 to 14 
years. It is coordinated by The Reading Agency and its patron is author Dame Jacqueline Wilson. 
Chatterbooks groups run in libraries and schools, supporting and inspiring children’s literacy 
development by encouraging them to have a really good time reading and talking about books. 
 
The Reading Agency is an independent charity working to inspire more people to read more 
through programmes for adults, young people and Children – including the Summer Reading 
Challenge, and Chatterbooks. See www.readingagency.org.uk  
 
Children’s Reading Partners is a national partnership of children’s publishers and libraries working 
together to bring reading promotions and author events to as many children and young people as 
possible. 
 

Contents 
 
3 About author Holly Webb and illustrator Sophy Williams 
3 All about the books, plus activity and discussion ideas 
 A Home for Molly 
4 Alfie All Alone; Lost in the Snow 
5 Sam the Stolen Puppy; Sammy the Shy Kitten 
6 The Brave Kitten; The Forgotten Puppy 
7 The Secret Kitten 
 More ideas for discussion and activities:  Warm ups and longer activities 
16 Some films to enjoy 
 More books about cats and dogs 
 
 

http://www.stripespublishing.co.uk/
http://www.chatterbooks/
http://www.readingagency.org.uk/
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The author: Holly Webb 
 
Holly Webb lives in Reading with her husband, three children, and 
three demanding cats. She started writing eleven years ago while 
working as a children's books editor. She now writes full-time, and 
has written over a hundred books. 
Have a look at Holly’s website – and also her Animal Stories 
website which has some great Fun Stuff, including making animal 
masks, crossword cats, and puppy cup-cakes. 

 
 

The illustrator: Sophy Williams 
Sophy has worked on many children’s and adult books, and has 
illustrated all of Holly’s Animal Stories. A traditional illustrator, she 
works in the medium of chalk pastel.  She lives in Bradford-upon-Avon. 

 
 
The books 
Here are eight of Holly’s Animal Stories for you to enjoy, together with some ideas for 
activities and discussion linked to each book.   
And at the end of the pack there are more activities for your group, all about cats and 
dogs and looking after them.  

 
A Home for Molly        978-1847155986 
On holiday at the seaside, Anya is excited when she meets a friendly family 
with children her own age - playing with them and their gorgeous puppy, 
Molly, is so much fun! But when she returns to the beach the next day, she 
discovers the pup all on its own. Anya sets out to look for her owners, but 
when she eventually tracks down the family, they're very surprised. Molly isn't 
their dog - they thought she belonged to Anya! With her holiday drawing to a 
close, can Anya find Molly's real owners?  
 
Molly pattered along the seafront, sniffing for food. A little boy had given her 

half a sandwich at lunchtime, but then his mum had told him off and shooed her away. Half a 
sandwich was not enough to fill her up and now she felt empty and miserable. 
 
Have you ever seen a stray dog wandering around?  What are the best things to do to make sure 
they are looked after properly? 
 
Anya and Rachel make posters to put up round the neighbourhood to tell everybody that they’ve 
found Molly and see if an owner comes forward to claim her. 
Design a poster for the girls to use. 

http://www.holly-webb.com/
http://www.hollywebbanimalstories.com/
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Alfie All Alone          978-1847150158 
Evie is overjoyed when she is given her very own puppy, Alfie. Alfie adores Evie 
- he loves to be cuddled, sleeps on her bed and welcomes her home from 
school every day with a wag of his tail. But it's not long before another new 
member of the family arrives: Evie's baby brother, Sam. Suddenly no-one has 
much time to look after Alfie, let alone play with him and take him for walks, 
and soon he finds himself unwanted and all alone... 
She was paying him loads of attention, teasing and tickling him, and playing all 
his favourite games. At bedtime he was allowed to snuggle up on her bed again. 
Alfie heaved a deep, happy sigh. This was where he was meant to be, not down 

in the kitchen on his own. 
 
Does anyone in your group have a new puppy or kitten?  What are they like?  What are they 
called? How are they settling in? 
 
She usually loved having a lie-in on Saturdays after getting up for school all week, but today she 
was much too excited. (p22) 
What do you get really excited about? What’s made you so excited that you couldn’t sleep? 
 
‘…when he’d had all his injections…’ (p34) – What injections are these? Why does Alfie need 
them? 
 

 
Lost in the Snow           978-1847150103 
A magical, Christmassy story guaranteed to melt the hearts of all animal 
lovers! Fluff is the smallest and weakest of the farm kittens, but she surprises 
everyone with her strength and spirit, and soon she and her brothers and 
sisters are ready for new homes. But nobody seems to want Fluff, and after a 
heart-breaking encounter with a little girl called Ella, she gives up on her 
dream of a loving home and flees the farm out into the big scary world. Soon 
Fluff is lost and all alone... 
She clambered in, her legs feeling awkward and clumsy with the cold, and 
curled up, a tiny ball of damp fur. She hadn’t meant to go to sleep, but she was 

so tired. The snow kept falling, and it wasn’t long before even the tips of Fluff’s ears were covered. 
But by then, Fluff had fallen into a deep, cold sleep… 
 
But Fluff lay awake, fretting. She knew that her mother was disappointed to have such a skinny, 
nervous kitten. What was going to happen to her?...Fluff couldn’t help thinking, ‘What happens 
to kittens that nobody wants?’ (p27) 
In all her Animal Stories Holly Webb gets us into the minds and thoughts of the puppies and 
kittens who are the main characters in the stories. 
Imagine you are a young kitten or puppy who has come to live in your house; look round your 
house with their eyes, how will everything seem to them? 
Write a short piece describing what they see, and their feelings about everything? 
Here’s a suggestion for how you might start your writing: ‘My name is…. and I’m an eight week 
old kitten who has been chosen by… to come to live in his house.’  
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Sam the Stolen Puppy          978-1847150417 
Sam, a golden Labrador puppy, is Emily's best present ever! The two become 
great friends and Emily is sad to leave him at home when she starts back at 
school. When Sam is stolen from the back garden one afternoon, Emily is 
desperate with worry. She is determined to get her precious puppy back - but 
how will she find him? 
 
The people who’d taken him weren’t exactly cruel, but they didn’t seem to like 
dogs very much. Sam couldn’t understand why they wanted so many, when they 
never even stopped for a pat or a hug. The man just shoved the food bowls down 

twice a day, scowling, and the woman with the red gloves never came into the dogs’ shed at all. 
 
On page 13 and following, in this story, Emily’s dad gives her tips about how to treat Sam, her 
new puppy, so that he isn’t upset.  Collect these tips together – can your group come up with any 
more? 
 
 
 

 
Sammy the Shy Kitten             978-1847156488 
Emma loves going to Summerhill Stables for her riding lessons. One day she 
arrives to find that everyone is really worried. Tiggy, the stable cat, has 
disappeared. Emma hurts her ankle during her lesson and goes to sit down in 
the barn until she feels better. There she hears a strange squeaking noise and 
discovers that Tiggy has had three kittens! But the riding school can't look after 
so many cats - what will happen to them all?  
 
She had brought along  a packet of cat treats, so they could tempt Sammy into 

the crate. The kittens were eating dry food like Tiggy now, although theirs was made for kittens. The 
cat treats were a special extra. Emma took the carrier from her dad and opened the wire door. Then 
she scattered a few treats inside. Tiggy and all the kittens edged closer – they knew what that 
rustling noise meant. 
 
There is a lot in this book about what kittens are like when they are born and in the first weeks of 
their life – with your group collect together all the information you can find in this story about 
very young kittens and their behaviour. 
 
Sammy is a feral kitten, which means he has been born to a mother who is untamed and lives 
independently in the wild. For him to feel happy living in a house with Emma and her family, they 
have to tame him gradually and get him used to his new life.  What kind of things do they have to 
do? (p106) 
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The Brave Kitten            978-1847154408 
A brand new tale in the Animal Stories series, about a girl and her brave pet cat. 
Helena loves to help out at the vet's surgery where her older cousin Lucy works 
as a nurse. Then one day, a young cat is rushed in, having been injured by a car. 
Helena helps to care for the cat she calls Caramel, but where will he go if his 
owner can't be found?  
 
This wasn’t his old house of course. But it smelled good. Not like the surgery, full 
of sharp strong smells that hurt his nose. This place smelled of the girl, and food. 
He lurched out of the basket, his plastered leg tangling in the blanket, and set 

out to explore. 
 
To raise money for an animal charity (the PDSA – see p15 of this pack), Helena organises a 
competition where people make videos of their pets’ funniest tricks (p83).  Would your group like 
to raise money for this charity?  What fund-raising ideas do people have? 
Maybe they too could film their pets and create a group film show. 
 
Caramel hates being an inside cat (p96).  Talk about the things cats could enjoy outside – and the 
things to enjoy if they are inside cats. 
 
Caramel kneads at Helena’s school skirt with his front paws (p124) – what is he doing and why? 

 
 
 

The Forgotten Puppy               978-1847155085 
Emi looks forward to her weekend visits to her dad's, but she's sad that her 
Shiba Inu puppy, Rina, can't come too. During the school holidays, Emi visits her 
dad for four whole days, and Rina is restless - what if Emi doesn't come back? 
Determined to find her owner, Rina escapes and heads to the last place she 
saw Emi - the railway station... 
 
 When Emi had that bag it meant she was going away and she would,’t be back 
until just before dinner time. But it never seemed to need this much packing. 

And Emi was sad, Rina could tell. She kept hugging her, but too tightly, almost so hard Rina tried to 
wriggle away. Something was different. 
 
Emi’s puppy, Rina, is a Shiba Inu (p16) – a Japanese breed of dog.  Find out more about what 
these dogs are like. 
 
Rina and Emi love playing in the snow (p67). What are your group’s favourite games in the snow? 
Do your pets play in the snow too? 
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The Secret Kitten                   978-1847155924 
Lucy can't help but feel lonely when she and her brother move in with their 
gran, leaving behind their old friends. Lucy wishes she could have a pet, but 
Gran isn't keen on animals. A stray kitten catches Lucy's attention, and she 
instantly falls in love with it. Where will the kitten go if she can't find anyone to 
take her in?  
 
They’d even made her a litter tray, out of an old seed tray they’d found on one 
of the greenhouse shelves – it had been full of dusty earth. Lucy had a feeling 
the kitten might not know what it was for, as she was a stray and used to 

weeing anywhere, but if she was going to be an indoor cat one day, it was important to try.  
 
Find out more about the Cats Protection League (p.38 – page 15 in this pack) 
 
‘There was a cat goddess? Wow…Gran, I could make my project about her!’  (p50) 
Find out about the Egyptian cat goddess called Bast. 

There are at least 20 morecurrently 32 titles in the Animal Stories series and 8 
in Holly Webb’s My Naughty Little Puppy series for you to enjoy – look out for 
them all! The next Animal Stories book will be The Seaside Puppy out in April.  
 

Animal Stories: More activity and discussion ideas for your 
Chatterbooks group! 
 
Get together a collection of stories and non-fiction about cats and dogs, and other 
pets.  There are some suggestions in the More books section at the end of this pack, 
and also in our Chatterbooks pack Pet Favourites.  Have sheets of flip chart paper for 
collecting everyone’s thoughts and ideas – and maybe enjoy a feature film together, 
such as Marley and Me!   

 
Things to talk about 
 
Tips for looking after your pet 
In Holly Webb’s Animal Stories we get lots of tips about how best to look after cats 
and dogs as we read about how the children in the stories get to know and care for 
their pets. 
Together collect on the flip chart all the tips you can gather from the books you have 
read. Then get your group to choose the best tips and produce an Animal Stories Pet 
Care Guide – this could be in a scrapbook, or a loose-leaf folder, with a specially 
designed cover.   Below is a template you could use for each tips page. You could also 
include quotes from the Animal Stories books. 
 

http://www.cats.org.uk/
http://readingagency.org.uk/resources/1329/
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  Animal Stories           Pet Care Guide 
 
Pet care tip: 
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Going to the vet 
When do you need to take your cat or dog to the vet, as well as when they are ill? 
In Sammy the Shy Kitten Emma talks about getting the kittens neutered, why is this? 
You could talk too about injections and chipping – and fleas and worms! 
 
 

 

The things pets need 
Before your new pet arrives, what do you need to get 
ready for them? And what food will they like? 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Warm up 
Scrambled fun for cats and dogs 
Here are some things which cats and dogs enjoy. The words have all been scrambled 
up – can you unscramble them to find out what they are? 
The answers are down below. 
 

NEBO  SPAIRE      SMEAG  MEWBARD 
   
BINGE STOKDER  LENNEK  LALB     SINKENDS     
 
WECH          NITCAP      STRATE      CRINGSCHAT STOP 
 
 

BONE  TREATS BALL  CHEW    GAMES 

 

SCRATCHING POST       CATNIP   KINDNESS       
 

BEING  STROKED   KENNEL WARM BED  PRAISE 
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Lost in the Snow 
Fluff is lost and wants to be safe and cosy back home with Ella.  Can you help her to 
find her way through the maze of streets? 
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More activities 
 

My cat likes to hide in boxes 
What games and toys do your pets like? 
In your group make a list together on a flip chart and talk about playing 
with your pets.  Here are a few ideas – can you suggest more? 
 

For dogs 
Fetch! 
Almost all dogs love to play this – you can use a ball or a Frisbee (make sure it’s solid 
hard plastic or rubber so your dog doesn’t chew it all up!)  Get your dog’s attention 
with the object while it’s still in your hand so he can track it once you throw it. 
Hide and seek 
This game is great because it also encourages dogs to use their sense of smell. Take 
your dog’s favourite toy or a few treats and go and hide in part of the house where 
the dog can’t see you. Then call your dog’s name once and wait for it to come find 
you. Give your dog praise when it finds you, and reward the dog with one of the 
treats or a brief game of tug with the toy you brought. 
A favourite toy 

Dogs love soft, stuffed toys. These may be a comfort toy that your dog carries around 
constantly or an ‘attack’ toy that your dog picks up and shakes around vigorously! 
For more ideas have a look online. 
For cats 
String and a toy 
Get your cat to stalk a rope, a wind-up toy, or a fluffy or feathered toy tied to a string. 
A piece of string with something fluffy attached to it is one of the simplest toys that 
you can make, and it is also one of the most effective.  
Chase! 
For lots of chasing fun just crumple up some paper into a ball and throw it for your 
cat to race after and tackle – and maybe pick it up and bring back to you to throw 
again! A ping pong ball is also great for chasing and batting around. 
Catnip     
You could give your cat a sprig of fresh or dried catnip, or you can buy a catnip toy for 
your cat to play with. Many cats love the smell of catnip, and some cats become 
visibly intoxicated by it. They may stare into space, stumble around, and roll on the 
floor in pleasure. 
An empty box! …or a bag, brings cats endless pleasure. They love to tuck themselves 
in, watching the world go by!   Have a look at this favourite picture book by Eve 
Sutton: My Cat Likes to Hide in Boxes (Puffin).  And here are some more play ideas.  
 

http://www.wikihow.com/Play-with-Your-Dog
http://www.wikihow.com/Play-With-Cats
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Breeds of dogs 
Here are the names and pictures of ten different breeds of dogs – but they are all 
mixed up.   Can you match each breed name to the right picture?  You may need to 
look some of them up.          
The answers are at the end of the pack. 
 
(N.B. The size of the dogs is not accurate in these pictures.) 

 
 
 Breed  Breed 

1. 

Spaniel 

6. 

Collie  

2. 

Greyhound 

 7. 

Bulldog 

3. 

Poodle 

8. 

Pekingese 

4. 

Shiba Inu 

9. 

Dachshund  
(‘sausage dog’) 

5. 

Dalmatian 

10. 

Corgi 
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Cats – True or False? 
 
Have a look at the statements below – do you know which of these is true or false? 
Or perhaps some are a mixture of truth and fiction? 
In your group talk about each statement, with people giving their opinions, then 
decide what you all think the answer is. 
 
 

1. Cats always land on their feet. 
 

2. Most white cats are deaf. 
 

3. A cat’s sense of balance is in its whiskers. 
 

4. In ancient Egypt cats were considered sacred animals. 
 

5. Cats can always find their way home. 
 

6. Cats are unhappy kept indoors. 
 

7. Cats have nine lives. 
 

8. Chocolate is not good for cats. 
 

9. Dogs and cats are enemies. 
 

10.  Black cats are bad luck 
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Cats – True or False?     Answers 
1. True: cats are a tree-climbing species and adapted to survive falls where 

possible.  But though they can usually right themselves they may suffer injury if 
they fall awkwardly or from a height. 

 
2. True: this is a genetic disorder, which usually occurs in domestic white cats 

with blue eyes. 
 

3. False: cats actually use their whiskers as ‘feelers’ – a kind of environmental 
scanning system to check what’s around them.  If they were to lose their 
whiskers they would become confused and disoriented. 
 

4. True: the cat was a special animal to the Egyptians. Cats were often 
mummified after death, just as humans were; there was an Egyptian cat 
goddess called Bast. 
 

5. False – though with an element of truth: cats do have keen senses of sight, 
hearing and smell and can usually find their way home within a 2 to 3 mile 
radius.  Over longer distances most cats cannot track their way home, although 
there are documented instances of some amazing journeys by cats – perhaps 
due to telepathy/a strong bond between cat and owner, or maybe sensitivity 
to the angle of the sun and the earth’s magnetic field. 
 

6. False: indoor cats can be happy and healthy as long as they get plenty of 
attention and exercise. 
 

7. False: cats only have one life, like everyone else. This is a myth which may have 
arisen from the Egyptian religious story where the sun god would visit the dead 
in the Underworld in the shape of a cat.  
 

8. True: you should never give chocolate to a cat as it contains a chemical which 
is toxic to cats.  Milk is also not good for cats as it can give them diarrhoea. 
 

9. True and false: some cats and dogs just don’t get on, and others can be really 
good friends!   Maybe your group has stories about how their pets get on with 
each other? 
 

10.  False: this is another myth, though many people believe in it and will take a 
diversion if they see a black cat about to cross their path.  But some countries 
have the opposite belief – in Japan it is considered lucky to see a black cat! 
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Cats and dogs: ideas for writing activities 
A. Write a description about your own cat or dog – or, if you have no pets, it 

could be about your dream cat or dog.  What is their name?  What do they 
look like?  What do they like doing?  What don’t they like?  What do you like 
best about them? 

 
B. What if Red Riding Hood had a cat or a dog? How might that have changed 

things for her?  Imagine and write the story of Red Riding Hood adding in a cat 
or a dog, and see what difference this might make!   (You could do this with 
other well-known stories – e.g. Cinderella; Hansel and Gretel) 
 

C. Imagine you are a cat or a dog living in your house. Describe your day. 
 

Cats and dogs: ideas for drawing activities 
A. Draw your own cat or dog   (See the tips for drawing a cat on Holly Webb’s 

Animal Stories website.) 
 

B. Create a fantastic cat or dog with special powers: it might have wings to fly, or 
long curved claws to grasp things – or three heads like the dog Cerberus in 
Roman myths; maybe it could have magical skills?                                                                                     
Annotate your drawing with details of all the powers. 
 
 

UK national organisations for protecting animals 
 

The PDSA: People’s Dispensary for Sick Animals   
“At PDSA, saving, protecting and healing pets is what we’re all about. We are 
dedicated to improving pet wellbeing in three very special ways – by educating 

owners, preventing disease and carrying out life-saving operations.” 

 
The R.S.P.C.A.: Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals  
“We were the first to introduce a law to protect animals and we work hard to ensure 

that all animals can live a life free from pain and suffering.” 
 

The Kennel Club  
“We are the UK’s largest organisation dedicated to protecting and promoting the health and 
welfare of all dogs.”  
 

 

Cats Protection     

“Our vision is a world where every cat is treated with kindness and an 
understanding of its needs.” 

http://www.hollywebbanimalstories.com/fun/
http://www.pdsa.org.uk/
http://www.rspca.org.uk/
http://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/
file:///C:/Users/juliana.oliver/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/SB2Y9ZEP/www.cats.org.uk
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Some films to enjoy 
About cats 
A Streetcat Named Bob 
The Three Lives of Thomasina 
Tom and Jerry 
About dogs 
Beethoven 
Homeward Bound: The Incredible Journey 
Lassie 
Marley and Me 
Old Yeller 
101 Dalmatians 
 

And more books about cats and dogs….. 
 

AUTHOR TITLE PUBLISHER ISBN 

Some more books by 
Holly Webb 

   

 The Reindeer Girl Stripes 978-1847154460 

 The Snow Bear Stripes 978-1847153296 

 The Winter Wolf Stripes 978-1847154521 

With Rebecca Harry (ill.) Little Puppy Lost (picture book) Little Tiger Press 978-1848959101 

    

More books about cats    

Picture Books    

Antonia Barber & 
Nicola Bayley 

The Mousehole Cat  Walker  978-1406360776 

    

Michael Foreman Cat on the Hill Andersen 978-1842704714 

Emily Gravett Matilda’s Cat Two Hoots 978-1447218623 

Judith Kerr Mog the Forgetful Cat HarperCollins 978-0007228959 

Greg Rogers & Libby 
Hathorn 

Way Home Andersen 978-1842702321 

Viviane Schwarz There are Cats in this Book Walker 978-1406324990 

Fiction    

Katie Davies The Great Cat Conspiracy Simon & Schuster 978-1847385970 

T.S.Eliot & Axel Scheffler Old Possum’s Book of  
Practical Cats 

Faber 978-0571252480 

Jennifer Gray Atticus Claw Breaks the Law Faber 978-0571284498 

Kes Gray Daisy and the Trouble With 
Kittens 

Red Fox 978-1862308343 

Vicky Myron &  
Brett Witter 

Dewey: the Library Cat Little, Brown 978-0316068703 
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Beatrix Potter The Tale of Tom Kitten Warne 978-0723247777 

Jill Tomlinson The Cat Who Wanted to Go 
Home 

Egmont 978-1405271967 

Non-fiction    

Katherine Starke & 
Christyan Fox 

Looking After Cats and Kittens Usborne 978-1409532422 

    

More books about dogs    

Picture books    

Lauren Child Charlie and Lola: We Honestly 
Can Look After Your Dog 

Puffin 978-0141500522 

Emily Gravett Dogs Two Hoots 978-0230712485 

Fiction    

Sam Angus Soldier Dog Square Fish 978-1250044174 

Sharon Creech Love That Dog Perfection 
Learning 

978-0756913809 

Kate DiCamillo Because of Winn-Dixie Candlewick 978-0763680862 

Eva Ibbotson One Dog and His Boy Marion Lloyd 978-1407124247 

Sarah Lean A Dog Called Homeless HarperCollins 978-0007455034 

Ann. M. Martin A Dog’s Life Scholastic 978-0439717007 

Michael Morpurgo It’s a Dog’s Life Egmont 978-1405213370 

Jill Murphy Dear Hound Puffin 978-0141323459 

Philippa Pearce A Dog So Small Puffin 978-0141355191 

Michael Rosen & Tony 
Ross 

Choosing Crumble Andersen 978-1849395281 

Dodie Smith A Hundred and One Dalmatians Egmont 978-1405224802 

Jean Ure My Dog Daisy Barrington Stoke 978-1781124963 

Non-fiction    

Harry Glover Dogs – Usborne Spotters’ Guide Usborne 978-0746073629 

Peter Gray Cats and Dogs and Other Pets: 
How to Draw Animals 

Franklin Watts 978-1445118758 

 

Breeds of dogs: Answers 
1. Shiba Inu 
2. Bulldog 
3. Dalmatian 
4. Dachshund 
5. Spaniel 
6. Collie 
7. Corgi 
8. Poodle 
9. Pekingese 
10. Greyhound  


