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About this pack 

‘You have been my friend… That in itself is a tremendous thing.’  
(E.B. White Charlotte’s Web) 
 
It is when we are most lost that we sometimes find our truest friends. 
(Brothers Grimm Snow White) 
 
Here is a Chatterbooks pack all about the magic of friendship. 

Friendship is at the heart of so many stories and here are nine great books from 
Simon and Schuster, all about the different kinds of friends we have, and the 
different aspects of friendship. 

This pack has ideas for discussion and activities, plus a list of more reading ideas. It’s 
brought to you by The Reading Agency and Simon and Schuster, their Children’s 
Reading Partners publisher partners: www.simonandschuster.co.uk  

 
Chatterbooks [www.readinggroups.org/chatterbooks] is a reading group programme for children 
aged 4 to 14 years. It is coordinated by The Reading Agency and its patron is author Dame 
Jacqueline Wilson. Chatterbooks groups run in libraries and schools, supporting and inspiring 
children’s literacy development by encouraging them to have a really good time reading and talking 
about books. 
The Reading Agency is an independent charity working to inspire people to read more through 
programmes for adults, young people and children – including the Summer Reading Challenge, and 
Chatterbooks. See www.readingagency.org.uk  
Children’s Reading Partners is a national partnership of children’s publishers and libraries working 
together to bring reading promotions and author events to as many young people as possible. 
 

Contents 
3 Talking about the books 
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7 The books: with activity ideas linked to each title:  
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http://www.simonandschuster.co.uk/
http://www.readinggroups.org/chatterbooks
http://www.readingagency.org.uk/
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Chatterbooks Friendship Activity Pack 
With Simon & Schuster 
 

Talking about the books: some book-talk questions 
 
Get everyone to share their first responses to this book. This could be with the whole 
class – or children could discuss in small groups, and then share key feelings and 
questions with everyone. 
 
Ask lots of open questions to get people talking, encouraging discussion about 
feelings and responses to the story, the characters, and the writing.  
 
Explain that there are no right or wrong answers – we will all have our own feelings 
and opinions about the book, and the things we like or don’t like. 
 
Here are some questions you might use. 

 How did you feel when reading this book? And when you’d finished it? 

 Which parts of the story do you remember most? 

 Did you skip any parts? Which ones? 

 Was there anything that took you by surprise? 

 Were there any parts you didn’t make sense of? 

 Did any parts make you laugh/cry? Which parts? 

 Who was your favourite character? 

 What was the thing you most liked finding out from the book? 

 What kind of a book did you think it was going to be? 

 Did you feel swept up by this story, all the time wanting to know what 

happened next? 

 Did you stop and start, or did you want to read it all through in one go? 

 Are there parts you want to read over again? 

 If you gave up on this book can you say why? 

 Does the story work for you? Could you follow it? What does the book say to 

you? 

 Has reading the book changed or affected you? At the end of the story did you 

feel as if you’d shared a real experience? 

Have a look too at our Chatterbooks Best Friends Forever! Activity Pack 

http://readingagency.org.uk/resources/458/
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Ideas for discussion and activities on the theme of ‘Friendship’ 
 
Friends Wordsearch    (The Wordsearch solution is at the end of this pack) 
 
Each of the 16 words in this Wordsearch describes a different kind of friend. 
Look for them in the squares  - up, down, across, and from right to left. 
When you’ve found them, talk about what sort of friendship they describe. 
Can you think of any more words which mean ‘friend’? 
 
FRIEND    COMPANION    ALLY    BUDDY        MATE   
CHUM             CLASSMATE    COMRADE       PAL        SIDEKICK 
PLAYMATE      AMIGO BFF    SOULMATE     BESTIE        INTIMATE 
 
Q W C O M P A N I O N Z B K X P 
Y P L X V N M B C G A S F P A L 
Z V A L O X T E P I W Q X O P A 
B M S B X V Q Z B M B B U D D Y 
S F S D E V A M V A X Z W B G M 
W X M X T V W Z F X Z B K X J A 
V M A G A V M W X Z B J C Z B T 
P E T A M L U O S Z K J I W X E 
J X E K I J H E R F A S K C H J 
K Q Z V T Z C O M R A D E B G W 
A W X V N Q L S Q I T U D Z K B 

L V X Z I W A D F E Q W I G J E 
L P B V J X W Z X N X G S B G S 
Y E T K U Z L J G D S Z W J V T 
W Q B F F P Q Z V X Q M P V Z I 
W J Z V B M Q B X W Z G M A T E 
 
 
Different kinds of friendships 
Think of all the different kinds of friendships you can have – for example, with school 
friends; brothers and sisters; your pets; team mates; with someone older than you, 
e.g. a grandparent; someone with whom you have shared a challenge, or difficult 
times. 
Make a list together on a flip chart. 
 
Which of these friendships do you have? 
What do you enjoy about them? 
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Friends fact files 
Here’s a way of building up a profile and talking about the characters from the stories 
in this pack – you can use this with any of the characters in any of the books, for 
example Ella, in Perfectly Ella, or Hamish in Hamish and the Worldstoppers. 
In groups or as a class, collect all that you know about each character, and give some 
examples from the story which back up your description. 
E.g. for Ella you would have:   NAME – Ella Strawberry, PLACE IN THE STORY – main 
character, LOOKS – Carroty hair that sticks up all over the place. Tall (My issue is my 
height – p99) 
 

CHARACTER FACT FILE 
NAME     
 

PLACE IN THE STORY    
 

LOOKS – hair, eyes, height etc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHARACTER – e.g. kind, impatient 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LIKES 
 
 
DISLIKES 
 
 

HOPES AND DREAMS (This is for imagining and thinking more about a character) 

 
 

FAVOURITE BOOK 
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What is a friend? 
Here are some descriptions of what a friend is – they’re taken from the books 
featured in this pack. Talk about them – which description works best for you? 

1. We all want to find that one person who knows the real us, all our quirks, and 
still understands. Confessions of an Imaginary Friend (Cuevas) p17 

 
2.  …not even the Elders could explain the bond that had grown between them 

over the years. It was with Moll that Gryff ran through the forest and it was 
Moll that he seemed to trust and even understand. The Dreamsnatcher 
(Elphinstone) p8 
 

3. Sometimes it’s the people we don’t expect who wind up looking out for us.  
The Dreamsnatcher p183 (Moll about Alfie) 
 

4. She is a turnip but she is my turnip... Have a Little Faith (Harper) p20 (Faith 
about Megs) 
 

5. After we’d been mates for a while I asked her why she was my friend. ‘Don’t 
you think I’m a bit quiet?’ I asked. ‘Not with me,’ she said. Perfectly Ella 
(Harper) p18 (Ella about Kayleigh) 
 

6. We know that when friends promise never to stop helping each other, one plus 
one plus one is much more than three. Dr Foster’s Fart Powder: Time Travel 
Bath Bomb (Nesbo) p11 (Doctor Proctor about himself, Nilly & Lisa) 
 

7. A wave of emotion washed over me, and I got a big lump in my throat. But 
more than anything, I felt really good that I had Brandon’s back and was there 
for him when he needed me. Dork Diaries: Puppy Love (Russell) p74 
 

8. ‘I like you,’ said Billy. ‘Oh,’ said Hannah. For a moment she couldn’t think how 
to reply to this strange comment, and she knew ‘Oh’ was not a sufficient 
response. Then she heard herself say, ‘I like you too.’ Circus of Thieves and the 
Raffle of Doom (Sutcliffe) p26 
 

9. ‘Are you still there?’ he asked nervously. ‘I’m still with you,’ said Alice, putting 
one slightly shaking hand on his shoulder. ‘I’m not going to leave you. We’re in 
this together.’ Hamish and the WorldStoppers (Wallace) p306  
 

What do you think are the qualities of a good friendship? What do you especially like 
in a friendship? 
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The books 
 

Confessions of an Imaginary Friend   
Michelle Cuevas     978-1471145506 
Jacques Papier thinks that everyone hates him. After all, teachers ignore him 
when he raises his hand in class, nobody ever picks him for sports teams, and his 
sister, Fleur, keeps having to remind their parents to set a place for him at the 
dinner table. But then Jacques discovers an uncomfortable truth: He is NOT 
Fleur's brother, he's her imaginary friend! And so begins Jacques' quest for 
identity… what do you do when you realise that the only reason you exist is 

because of someone else's imagination? 
 
Michelle Cuevas graduated from Williams College and holds a master of fine arts in creative writing 
from the University of Virginia. She lives in Massachusetts, and is the author of The Masterwork of a 
Painting Elephant, and Beyond the Laughing Sky. See Michelle Cuevas’ website.  
 
‘THAT’S IT! I’ve had it! This is just…just…too much imagination!’ he yelled. He stood in his robe, his 
hair on end like a madman. ‘It’s just too many layers,’ he continued. ‘A girl having an imaginary 
friend is one thing. But an imaginary friend who has his own imaginary friend?’ No, no, it’s too 
much. It’s like a nesting doll of imagination! It’s like a painting of a painting! It’s like the wind 
catching a chill from the wind, or a wave taking a dip in the ocean…’ 
 

Imaginary Friends 
We often have imaginary friends, especially when we’re young.   
Who has made up a special friend to play with? Or fantasised that a book character is 
real, and can be a friend to have fun and adventures with? 

Imagine what it would be like to actually be an imaginary friend! 
That’s just what Jacques is in this story – and he meets a lot more imaginary people 
and creatures, all conjured up by people’s imaginations! 
 
Here’s a definition which Jacques finds in his dictionary: 
imag-i-nary friend 
noun 
: a person whom you like and enjoy being with, but is not real 
: a person who helps or supports someone, existing only in the mind or the 
imagination (p19) 
Do you agree with this? Do you have, or have you had an imaginary friend?   
Look at the rest of the description – about the possible habitat, common activities, 
and diet of imaginary friends – it’s lovely and fanciful! 
Their favourite food is stardust!   
 
Another interesting book about an imaginary friend is The Imaginary by A.F. Harrold 
and Emily Gravett. 

http://www.michellecuevas.com/
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How real is an imaginary friend? 
There are lots of real things you can’t touch or see… There’s music and wishes, and 
gravity. There’s electricity! And feelings. And silence. (p42) 
This is what Fleur, Jacques’ special friend and sister, says – she really believes in him 
as her imaginary friend. 
Can you think of more examples like this of real things which you can’t touch or see? 
 
The Map of Us 
Have a look at page 8 and the map of all the places and things which Jacques and 
Fleur have shared together. 
Here’s a map for you to fill in with all the special places and special things you have 
done with your best friend. 
This may be something you could do together with your best friend? 
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Freedom – and what I would do with my life 
Jacques writes a long list – which is like a poem – of what he would do if he were free 
from being an imaginary friend, and free to do what he chooses with his life. (p70):  
… I would learn Greek and Latin, and at least three languages I would invent myself… 
I would walk around the world. 
And my hair would grow long. 
And birds would nest in my beard… 
 
Make a poem like this about what you would like to do with your life – it could be 
about your real ambitions, or about the amazing things you wish you could do if only 
they were possible. 
 
Imaginary emergencies 
Jacques has to telephone the Imaginary Office of Reassignment, and gets directed to 
a long list of possible imaginary emergencies! (p103) 
Press 1 if you have been imagined as a houseplant. 
Press 26 if you have been imagined as food and are about to be eaten. 
 
Have a look at this list - can you think of some more imaginary emergencies?  
What kind of things would you absolutely not want to be imagined as?    
How about the scariness of being imagined as a snowflake, falling into a lake?! 

 
The Dreamsnatcher     Abi Elphinstone     978-1471122682 

Twelve-year-old Molly Pecksniff wakes one night in the middle of the forest, lured 

there by a recurring nightmare - the one with the drums and the rattles and the 

masks. The Dreamsnatcher is waiting. He has already taken her dreams and now he 

wants her life.  

Because Moll is more important than she knows… The Oracle Bones foretold that 

she and Gryff, a wildcat that has always been by her side, are the only ones who can fight back 

against the Dreamsnatcher's dark magic. Suddenly everything is at stake, and Moll is drawn into a 

world full of secrets, magic and adventure.    

Perfect for fans of J.K. Rowling, Michelle Harrison and Eva Ibbotson.  

You can watch the magical trailer for Abi's book on her website  

Abi Elphinstone studied English at Bristol University and then worked as a teacher in Africa, 

Berkshire and London. The Dreamsnatcher was her first book, followed by The Shadow Keeper – 

and a third book will complete the Tribe's adventures in 2017. She also volunteers for the Beanstalk 

charity, teaches creative writing workshops in schools and travels the world. 

She was so close that the drumbeats thudded through her body and the rattle hissed in her ears. 

Gryff was absolutely still beside her, his eyes locked on to the cloaked figures. They were moving 

now, a whirl of faceless black. 

http://www.abielphinstone.com/
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Gryff – and other friends in the story 
 
Gryff is a wildcat and there is a strong bond between him and Moll. It was with Moll 
that Gryff ran through the forest and it was Moll that he seemed to trust and even 
understand. No-one else. (p8) 
Have a go at creating a character fact file for Gryff (see p5 of this pack). 
Here are some descriptions to get you thinking about him: 

 And when that didn’t work…he touched her. For the very first time. Actually 
touched her. She felt his soft, warm strength pushing against her, and it filled 
her with courage. (p27) 

 Gryff had left the northern wilderness - for her. He must have raced over 
mountains and bounded through valleys just to get to her. (p65) 

 
Here are some other friends in the story: 
Siddy is also a friend of Moll, they play together:  But, with Siddy, Moll could be 
herself (p48) 
The friendship of the families who care for Moll is also important in the story, for 
example Oak and Mooshie. 
And Alfie: Moll flinched with annoyance that she’d have to cooperate with the very 
person who’d kidnapped her from the Ancientwood in the first place. (p99) 
 
You can read more about the characters on author Abi Elphinstone’s website 
 
There’s also a quiz: Which Dreamsnatcher character are you most like?! 
 
The Tribe 
Moll and Siddy have formed a friendship alliance called The Tribe – rather like being 
in a special gang or group of friends at school. 
 
What does the Tribe do? Alfie asked. Siddy lowered his voice. ‘Breaks rules mainly. 
Avoids chores-’... ‘And does brave things like rescuing trapped otters and mending 
owls’ wings.’ (p276) 
 
Talk about being in a friendship like this. What stories do you know about groups of 
children? For example the Famous Five, the Secret Seven, and the Pause Defence 
Force (PDF) in Hamish and the WorldStoppers. (See page 19 in this pack.) 
 
 

 

http://www.abielphinstone.com/meet-the-characters/4587843221
http://www.abielphinstone.com/quiz/4589423428
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Have a Little Faith      Candy Harper     978-0857078230 

The way Miss Ramsbottom acts you'd think I'm always causing explosions or giving 

teachers radical haircuts (whereas it was just that one time). And now she's 

separated me from my best friend, Megs, which means I have no one to give me a 

piggy back or check for dangly bogies.  

At least the school is trying to make amends by bussing in boys for our choir. So I 

can stare at Dreamy Finn until he realises I'm the girl for him… except he's singing a duet with my 

sworn enemy and her big head keeps blocking my view.  

Fortunately, I've got a plan to solve both problems; as long as I'm careful with the squeezy cheese 

and the underage driving everything should be just fine… 

Candy Harper is a graduate of the Bath Spa MA in Creative Writing for Young People. She has been 

a bookseller, a teacher and the person who puts those little stickers on apples. 

Megs and I are being split up! 

It is outrageous. Megs has been my best friend ever since Year Seven; I don’t think I could cope 

without her to carry out all the most special duties of friendship like feeding me sweeties when my 

hands are busy texting and checking my hair looks good from the back. 

Faith 
What do you think about Faith? Would you like to have her as your friend? 
She gets into trouble and says what she thinks – and she’s fun and thoughtful and 
kind. Does she make you laugh? Have a go at a character fact file for her. (See page 5 
in this pack.) 
 
Friendship: the realities 
Here are some ways that Faith describes what it’s like being a friend, and having a 
friend where you know each other’s good points and bad points, accept them and 
enjoy being with each other. Do you agree? Does this happen in some of your 
friendships? 
 
I miss the way that I would say something quite rude but funny about her and then 
she would say something quite rude but funny back. (p45) 
 
She is is a turnip, but she’s my turnip... (p20) 
 
And Megs beat me over the head with the pair of jeans she was holding… Outside the 
shop Megs said, ‘No, but really, apart from your laziness, rudeness and constant 
demands for sweeties, you are quite a good friend.’ (p200) 
 
Besties 
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‘And you said that was when you decided to be my friend, because I was the only one 
who had any backbone.’ (p200) This is Megs, talking about Faith. 
And here is Faith talking to Megan: ‘You’re my best friend, Megan, and you always 
will be.’ We gave each other super-soppy smiles. And then I put her in a headlock just 
to reinforce my point. (p81) 
 
What things do you especially like about your BFF? 
How did your friendship start?   
Think about truly being Best Friends Forever! Lots of friendships begun at school 
continue right through people’s lives. There’s a lovely description of older friends in 
this book, when visit an old people’s home:  I’ve got to admit that I was quite taken 
aback by what a laugh Marilyn and Audrey seem to have.   
I said to Megs, ‘When we’re old, do you think we’ll be like that?’ (p232) 

 
You can read more about Faith in Keep the Faith 978-0857078254 and 
Leap of Faith 978-1471124198 – and have a look at Candy Harper’s 
website. 
 
 

 

Perfectly Ella (Strawberry Sisters)     Candy Harper   
978-1471124174 

Meet the Strawberry Sisters! Oldest sister Amelia wants to be Left Alone to have 

deep thoughts, so she's grown a fringe to hide under. Second up is Chloe who's 

sport-crazy and in training to be a wrestling star (this week anyway). Littlest sister 

Lucy is the cute one who's training an army of earwigs. Then there's Ella. The 

middle one who's still trying to work out what makes her 'perfectly Ella' and how 

to stand out in a house full of big personalities.    

And now there's a new Strawberry Sister. Baby Kirsti who lives with Dad and his Finnish girlfriend.  

Along with her sisters and one very tired Mum who's struggling to keep it all together, Ella's small 

home is crammed with almost-finished homework, nearly-clean jumpers and a vampire bunny 

called Buttercup. With so much going on, life can sometimes feel totally crazy but the Strawberry 

sisters have a secret weapon against the craziness of the world they live in, each other. 

Candy Harper – see above for more about Candy – she also wrote Have a Little Faith! 

The bright side of going to secondary school was that my two best friends would finally get to meet 

each other. I didn’t exactly have loads of friends, but I did have two brilliant ones and I wanted us all 

to be friends together more than anything. If you have friends then people don’t laugh at you. Or, 

even if they do, you don’t care so much because you’ve always got someone to be nice to you. 

http://cjharper.org/blog/
http://cjharper.org/blog/
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Ella’s feelings about friendship 
In Perfectly Ella there are more angles on friendship to think about, including within 
your family. In the Strawberry family, Ella and her sisters are all very different kinds 
of people but they also care a lot about each other. How can you tell this from the 
story? Would you say that your brothers and sisters are your friends? Or something 
different? 
 
Here are some things Ella says about friends – talk about each one and see if you 
agree with her or not. 
 
If you have friends then people don’t laugh at you. Or, even if they do, you don’t care 
so much because you’ve always got someone to be nice to you. (p17) 
 
I just wasn’t sure that Chloe understood how hard you have to work to be friends with 
someone. (p137) Do you think you have to put some effort into making a friendship 
work?  What kind of things might you do? 
 
When there are three people, sometimes it’s hard to work out how you fit together. 
(p217) Do you find it easier to have a friendship group where people can pair off, or 
do you just all get on well together, whether your group has an odd or even number 
of friends? 
 
I know they are different… But I know that we can all get on. (p249) Can you think of 
examples of friendships which work because people are different, and some which 
work because they’re the same, or have similar interests? 
 
Strawberry Sisters activities 
At the end of this book there are some great activities: 

 Strawberry Sisters profiles – your group could use this format to do profiles of 
themselves and their friends! 

 Which Strawberry Sister are you? 

 Having a Whoopee! A Whoopee is a celebration… when someone does 
something good like getting a swimming certificate… On pages 182 - 192 is a 
description of the Whoopee, which the sisters do for their mother to cheer her 
up after she’s been working hard on an inspection at the school where she 
teaches. They make cakes, and decorate their bedrooms; they draw pictures, 
and they make presents for their mum such as a bracelet and a special letter.  
Your Chatterbooks group could have a Whoopee at the end of term to 
celebrate all the reading and talking you have done! 

 Making cupcakes and tissue paper flowers 
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Doctor Proctor’s Fart Powder: Time-Travel Bath Bomb   
Jo Nesbø     978-1471121258 

The Fart Powder was such a successful invention that Doctor Proctor couldn't 

stop there. Next up: a Time-travel Bath Bomb. Throw it in the tub, lather up and 

imagine where you'd like to visit. The battle of Waterloo? No problem. The 

French Revolution? Let's go!  

Doctor Proctor has plans for this new invention. Years ago he lost his true love, Juliette Margarine, 

and now he wants to change the past and win her back. But when his plan goes awry, it's up to Nilly 

and Lisa to travel in time and save the day. 

Jo Nesbø is a Norwegian author who has sold more than 19 million books, which are published in 
forty-seven different languages globally. He is widely recognized as one of Europe’s foremost crime 
writers. The Doctor Proctor adventures are his first children’s books.  

‘We know something they don’t,’ Doctor Proctor liked to say. ‘We know that when friends promise 
never to stop helping each other, one plus one plus one is much more than three.’ 

Character profiles 
Nilly and Lisa are best friends – he is a small boy who plays the trumpet brilliantly, 
while Lisa plays the clarinet and is the only one who practises at home. It’s the two of 
them against the world, none of the other children want to be friends with them, but 
Dr Proctor, professor and inventor, teaches them that they shouldn’t let it bother 
them that the rest of the world thought they were a team of pathetic losers. (p10) 
 
Have a go at creating some character profiles (page 5 in this pack) for the main 
characters in this book: Nilly, Lisa, Dr Proctor, Juliette Margarine – and the baddie, 
Claude Cliché. Who is your favourite character? 
 
Lisa, Nilly and Dr Proctor would do anything to help each other – and in this book 
they do! As Dr Proctor says to Lisa and Nilly:  
You really are a couple of stubborn friends (p379) and as Lisa and Nilly say:  
Doctor Proctor is our friend and friends believe in each other. (p41) 
Have there been times when your friends have really stuck by you – and you for 
them? 
 
Wacky inventions 
Dr Proctor has invented the famous Fartonaut Powder that can propel people into 
outer space, and (with an assistant) the amazing Time-Travel bath and soap bomb 
that can take you back to any time when you put your head below the bath water… 
Can you come up with another wacky invention like this?! Some kind of fantastic 
bathroom shower???  Or a vacuum cleaner with special powers? 
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Dork Diaries: Puppy Love     Rachel Renée Russell    
978-1471144578    

Nikki's diary is up to the month of May, and springtime is sure to bring more 
adorkable fun for Nikki and her friends Chloe, Zoey and Brandon! 
This is one of the latest titles in the internationally bestselling DORK DIARIES 
series, now with 13 million copies in print worldwide! Perfect for fans of Wimpy 
Kid, Tom Gates, Jacqueline Wilson and James Patterson.   

Rachel Renée Russell is a lawyer who prefers writing children's books to legal briefs. She lives in 
northern Virginia with a spoiled pet Yorkie - and yes, Rachel considers herself a total Dork.  

I was so distracted that at first I didn’t notice Brandon staring at me. Then he blushed and handed 
me the most beautiful cup cake with a pink heart on it. ‘Nikki, I’m glad we’re hanging out again. I 
know you’ve been through a lot lately, but I hope everything is okay,’ he said shyly as he brushed his 
shaggy bangs out of his eyes. 
‘Brandon, everything is just PERFECT!!’ I gushed. Then we just stared at each other and blushed. 

The people in this story 
More interesting characters to get to know! 
There’s the friendship group of Nikki, Chloe, Zoe and Brandon, Nikki’s little sister 
Brianna, and Mackenzie Hollister, who wants to be ‘Queen Bee’ of the Cute, Cool and 
Popular kids (and doesn’t seem to learn her lesson when things go wrong in her new 
school.) You could do some more character profiles (page 5 again in this pack) – and 
talk about your favourite characters.  
How do you feel about Mackenzie – do you find her an interesting character? Have 
you read other stories where there is an unpopular character, whom you end up 
feeling sorry for? Or who ends up changing for the better? This often happens in Enid 
Blyton’s school stories, for example – in the Malory Towers series. 
 
What happened next? 
Imagine you’re Nikki and write a diary entry for Monday May 5th. 
How is your new puppy Daisy getting on in her new home? And how is your family 
getting on with Daisy? What are you thinking about your upcoming Student Exchange 
Week? And what about MacKenzie? How are you feeling about seeing her again? 
What sort of day have you and your friends had at school this Monday? 
Here’s a possible start-off for your diary entry! 
 

       MONDAY MAY 5TH   9.00PM   AT HOME 

This morning I woke at 6am!! – something slobbery and yappy was licking 

my face! I screamed, it was like a bad dream, and then I realised it was 
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our new puppy Daisy who is not a bad dream at all! 
 
Being an outsider 
Several of the books in this pack talk about the times when you might feel like an 
outsider, when other people don’t want to go around with you – for example Lisa 
and Nilly in Doctor Proctor’s Fart Powder. But they have each other, and the doctor. 
Ella in Perfectly Ella says: If you have friends then people don’t laugh at you. Or, even 
if they do, you don’t care so much because you’ve always got someone to be nice to 
you. (p17) 
In Dork Diaries Nikki realises that Mackenzie, who has not been her friend at all, is 
having a difficult time at her new school and thinks about helping her: Although, from 
what I’ve heard, I think she could probably use my help! Hey, it’s really TOUGH when 
other kids make you feel like an outsider. (p291) 
How might Nikki help her? What would you do? 
 
Dork Diaries website activities 
Have a look at the Dork Diaries website. There are lots of activities, including an Ask 
Nikki problem page, online games, and a chance to check out your fave Dork Diaries 
character. 

The Circus of Thieves and the Raffle of Doom   
William Sutcliffe & David Tazzyman   978-1471120237 

Hannah's life is boring, boring, boring! But when Armitage Shank's Impossible 
Circus comes to town, Hannah's world is turned on its head. She meets Billy 
Shank, his astonishing camel, Narcissus, and a host of other bizarrely brilliant 
members of the circus. But all is not as it seems; Armitage Shank, evil ringmaster 
and Billy's surrogate father, has a dastardly plan involving light-fingered thievery…  
Can Hannah and Billy stop his stinking scheme before it's too late? This story is a 

must for fans of Andy Stanton, David Walliams and Roald Dahl. 
 
William Sutcliffe is a bestselling adult author. The Wall, his first YA novel was shortlisted for the 
Guardian Fiction Prize and Carnegie Medal. Circus of Thieves is his series for younger children. 
William currently lives in Edinburgh.    
David Tazzyman studied illustration at Manchester Metropolitan University, and then travelled 
around Asia for three years before moving to London in 1997.  

 
Then she heard herself say ‘I like you too.’  Only as these words came out of her mouth did 
she realise this was a perfect description of how she felt. It seemed odd to say this sort of 
thing out loud when you’ve only known someone for a few minutes, but also kind of exciting, 
like finding a good short cut, or skipping the main course and going straight to dessert. 
Using somebody’s head as a camel saddle, she reflected, was clearly a quick way to form a 
friendship. 

http://www.dorkdiaries.co.uk/
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Becoming friends 
Hannah and Billy get to be friends when she jumps on to Billy’s camel, and lands 
backwards on the top of Billy’s head… 
Have any of your friendships started in an unusual way?! Or have you become friends 
with someone whom you didn’t like at all when you first saw them? 
 
Togetherness 
Her life at the moment contained no anarchy, not much organisation, hardly any 
freedom and precious little togetherness. (p72) 
What does this mean? Discuss what Hannah’s thinking about her life. She is watching 
the circus being set up for the evening performance, and liking the look of this world.  
Get talking with your group about their lives – what kind of anarchy, organisation, 
freedom – and especially togetherness – do they enjoy, or not?! 
What does ‘togetherness’ mean to people? Closeness? Not feeling alone? 
Friendship? On a flip chart, collect a list of what everybody thinks. 
 
Hannah and Billy immediately understand each other and become friends. 
Can you find some different kinds of togetherness in this story? For example, there 
are Maurice and Irrrrena, much in love; and the twin clowns Hank and Frank, who 
thrive on not getting on. 
 
Friendship with older people 
Hannah likes her Granny very much – she gets her to take her to the circus when 
Hannah and Billy are trying to foil Armitage Shank’s plan. And when they fail and 
Hannah has to think again, she goes with Granny on an adventure to track down the 
circus. 
Do people in your group have older friends, maybe grandparents, neighbours, or 
aunts and uncles? Talk about these friendships. What are the pluses about being 
friends with someone older? And any minuses?! 
 
The best feeling you’ve ever had 
When Hannah realises that the circus is where she really belongs, she feels fantastic – 
as fantastic as you feel when ‘you’ve had an itchy foot for hours and you haven’t been 
able to get to it, then you finally take off your shoe and sock and give it a good old 
scratch, and a wave of hot velvety gorgeousness just bursts out and rampages 
through your whole body.’ (p144) 
What makes you feel really good – giving you a feeling of hot velvety gorgeousness?! 
When you feel fantastic, what else could you compare it to?    
See what comparisons you can come up with – for example, your fantastic feeling 
could be like coming into a warm welcoming room, out of a wild wet windy night! 
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Hamish and the WorldStoppers           
Danny Wallace & Jamie Littler   978-1471123887 
 
What would YOU do... if the whole world just stopped? Yes. The WHOLE WORLD.  
Birds in the air. Planes in the sky. And every single person on the planet - except 
you! Because that's what keeps happening to ten-year-old Hamish Ellerby. It's 
being caused by The WorldStoppers and their terrifying friends The Terribles! 
They have a PLAN! They want to take our world for their own… Oh, and they hate 

children. Especially if you're a child who knows about them. Hang on - You know now, don't you? 
Oh dear. 

 
Danny Wallace is an award-winning writer who's been a quiz show host and has written lots of 
books for adults. Hamish and the WorldStoppers was his first book for children and the sequel 
Hamish and the Never People publishes in 2016. 
Jamie Littler graduated from the Arts Institute at Bournemouth in 2008, and won a High 
Commendation in the Macmillan Children's Book Award.  

He could sense there were no walls either side of him now. Just the steps. The steps that seemed to 
be getting narrower and narrower and narrower, until he could only move forward by putting one 
foot directly in front of the other. 
‘Are you still there?’ he asked nervously.  ‘I’m still with you,’ said Alice, putting one slightly shaking 
hand on his shoulder. ‘I’m not going to leave you. We’re in this together.’ 

Hamish and the WorldStoppers – some discussion ideas 

 What did you think of the ending of the story? Did you notice the blackbirds 

through the story? Did you realise they were linked with Hamish’s Dad? 

 Who is your favourite character in the story? Hamish? Alice? Grenville? Elliot? 

Clover? Why do you like him/her best? 

 Look at the descriptions of the Terribles (p155). Can you think of things that 

have happened to you that one of these Terribles could have caused? – e.g. 

smelled a horrible smell; got into trouble for something you didn’t do; lost your 

favourite pen. 

 What would you do if the world stopped for half an hour and you were the 

only person moving? Or what if it stopped for half a day? 

 Have a look at the description of a Pause Protection Pack, p204. What things 

would you find useful if the world stopped, and you were the only person still 

active? What would your ‘vital sustenance’ be?! (Some kind of sweets?  An 

energy bar? Peanuts? Although the peanut smell might attract the Terribles!) 
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The World of Hamish website 
Have a look at this website – lots of activities and information about the 
adventures of Hamish, his friends and the WorldStoppers. 

Create your own Pause Defence Force member profile!   

Have a look at the pages showing the members of the PDF – the Pause Defence 

Force (p183-189), then ask everyone to create their own PDF profile. Give them 

each an A4 sheet (or print out the template below), and felt tips/coloured pencils.    

Get everyone to share their profile with the rest of the group! 

PAUSE DEFENCE FORCE: PDF MEMBER PROFILE    

NAME  DRAWING OF YOURSELF  

 

 

 

 

 

 

CODENAME  

MOPED  

DEPARTMENT  

SPECIAL SKILLS  

 

SIGNATURE MOVES  

 

SECRET FACT  

 

http://www.worldofhamish.com/
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Violet and the Pearl of the Orient  
Harriet Whitehorn     978-1471118951 
 
Meet Violet Remy-Robinson, an amateur Sherlock Holmes in the making...    
When a new family moves in next door, Violet is sure there's something strange 
about them. Then her eccentric, but lovely neighbour, Dee Dee Derota, has a 
precious jewel stolen. Could the new family be to blame? Violet is on the case to 

uncover the truth… 
With two colour illustrations throughout, this book is perfect for fans of Dixie O'Day, Ottoline, Goth 
Girl and Darcy Burdock. 
 
Harriet Whitehorn grew up in London, where she still lives. She has studied at Reading University, 
the Architectural Association and The Victoria and Albert Museum and has always worked in 
building conservation. She currently works for English Heritage. Violet and the Pearl of the Orient is 
her first children's series. See Harriet Whitehorn.  
Becka Moor studied Illustration for Children's Publishing in the North of Wales at Glyndwr 
University. She has since moved back home to Manchester. 
 
‘Sometimes you have to meet people a few times to get to know them. Please be nice to Isabella. It’s 
not easy being new, you must try to make her feel welcome.’ Violet sighed. She wasn’t sure her 
mother was right at all… 
 

Getting to know people 
Do you agree with what Violet’s mother says in the excerpt above? Or do you agree 
with Violet in this instance – that sometimes you can tell straight away what 
someone is like? Is Violet right – or not? 
 
Who are Violet’s friends in this story? Make a list together and talk about each of 
them – which character would you most like to have as your friend? 
 
Three things to describe something 
Dee Dee describes America as ‘endless sunshine, hamburgers and health food’ and 
London as ‘grey skies, drizzly rain and a decent cup of tea.’ (p40) 
Describe your home town or village like this, by making a list of three things about 
the place. 
Then have a go at describing these places in the same way, listing things you think of 
when you think of these places: 
 
Scotland 
Australia 
Your favourite seaside town 
The moon 
The South Pole 

http://www.harrietwhitehorn.com/
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More Reading ….. 
You will find friendship in all of these books, as the driving force of the story – as you 
will in many more…! 

 
AUTHOR TITLE ISBN 

Picture Books   

Alison Brown Eddie and Dog 978-1848956568 

Russell Hoban Best Friends for Frances 978-0062392442 

Sheila Lavelle My Best Fiend 978-0141355054 

Arnold Lobel Frog and Toad 978-0007464388 

Marcus Pfister The Rainbow Fish 978-3314015441 

Max Velthuijs Frog in Love 978-1783441457 

Longer Fiction   

Louisa M Alcott Little Women 978-0192737465 

Hans Christian 
Andersen 

The Snow Queen 978-1782691037 

Enid Blyton Famous Five series 
e.g. Five Go Adventuring Again 

978-1444908664 

Enid Blyton The Early Years at Malory 
Towers 

978-1405264754 

Enid Blyton St Clare’s: The First Year 978-1405257701 

Frances Hodgson Burnett A Little Princess 978-1853261367 

Cathy Cassidy  Chocolate Box Girls series 
e.g.Cherry Crush 

978-0141325224 

Roald Dahl The BFG 978-0141346427 

Kate DiCamillo Flora and Ulysses 978-1406354560 

Jane Elson A Room Full of Chocolate 978-1444916751 

John Green The Fault in Our Stars (teen) 978-0141345659 

A.F Harrold & Emily 
Gravett 

The Imaginary 978-1408850169 

Michelle Harrison One Wish 978-1471121654 

Sarah Lean A Dog Called Homeless 978-0007455034 

E. Lockhart We Were Liars 978-1471403989 

Michelle Magorian Goodnight Mr Tom 978-

0141354804 

Michael Morpurgo The Butterfly Lion 978-0006751038 

Chris O’Dowd & Nick 
Murphy 

Moone Boy: the Blunder Years 978-1447270959 

R J Palacio Wonder 978-0552565974 

Katherine Paterson Bridge to Terabithia 978-0141359786 

Lincoln Peirce Big Nate 978-0007355167 

J.K. Rowling Harry Potter series 
- and the Philosopher’s Stone 

978-1408855652 

Louis Sachar Holes 978-1408865231 

Jacqueline Wilson  Best Friends 978-0440868514 

David Walliams Mr Stink 978-0007279067 
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Wordsearch Answer 
 
 
Q W C O M P A N I O N Z B K X P 
Y P L X V N M B C G A S F P A L 
Z V A L O X T E P I W Q X O P A 
B M S B X V Q Z B M B B U D D Y 
S F S D E V A M V A X Z W B G M 
W X M X T V W Z F X Z B K X J A 
V M A G A V M W X Z B J C Z B T 
P E T A M L U O S Z K J I W X E 
J X E K I J H E R F A S K C H J 
K Q Z V T Z C O M R A D E B G W 
A W X V N Q L S Q I T U D Z K B 

L V X Z I W A D F E Q W I G J E 
L P B V J X W Z X N X G S B G S 
Y E T K U Z L J G D S Z W J V T 
W Q B F F P Q Z V X Q M P V Z I 
W J Z V B M Q B X W Z G M A T E 

 


