
 
 

Case Study: ESOL Reading Group (Deepcut) 

The reading group started in April 2011 and comprises of 10 learners, all of whom 

are ESOL learners. Six are military guards, two are wives of German military 

personnel seconded to the British Army, one is a Tunisian army chef and one is a 

working wife who works in retail, yet trained as a teacher in Nepal. One of the 

German husbands follows the book at home ‘by remote’ while taking on the couple’s 

childcare for the evening.  In addition to the Reading Group, formal ESOL sessions 

in the Deepcut Army Learning Centre are available. 

How it works 

The fortnightly Reading Group has turned out to be often more populated than formal 

ESOL sessions, mainly due to the evening session making it more accessible. To 

keep the momentum going, support materials are sent via e-mail to all members. 

Materials are bespoke vocabulary sheets for each chapter; highlighting language 

that may be new to the readers and providing a simple meaning and, where 

possible, a visual representation of the meaning. In addition to this, websites are  

suggested which have included  Benjamin Zephaniah’s website, a BBC webpage on 

Rastafarianism, a ‘Raw Edge’ magazine article on Benjamin Zephaniah and even 

‘Kung Fu Panda’ as a means to providing language opportunities to explore. 

At the end of ‘Kung Fu Trip’, we reviewed how the sessions had run and learners 

made suggestions for future meetings; having two books that the group can compare 

and retell to each other and letting learners choose all books in the future. In effect, 

the group are now taking control and the BSDM acts as facilitator and supporter. We 

have just started ‘Worlds beyond Words’ a book of short stories which was selected 

by the group. 

Success and Barriers 

For most of the group, their first ever English book, read carefully cover to cover, has 

been a Quick Read. Having slim volumes to read has been less intimidating for the 

learners and knowing that they are written for adults has made Quick Reads a great 

resource. Members are welcoming to each other and have formed a small social hub 

around their first Quick Read. Elvira has already read another Quick Read since the 

group started and stated excitedly that after the second Quick Read her next book 

“will be a real book”. 

Supporting an ESOL Reading group does demand more input from the tutor as you 

have to anticipate difficult language. Pictorial vocabulary sheets to support new 

language take time to produce, but help support the volume of words that readers 

need to access quickly.  

  



 
 

Outcomes 

Readers were asked themselves to put in their own words how they felt they had 

been affected by the group: 

“Before, whilst I read newspapers, magazines or articles, I had never thought of 

punctuation, capital letters, spellings and conjunctions. I always used to skip through 

sentences, paragraphs or pages. I had never looked in a dictionary to find meanings 

and spellings, so I used to get bored while reading a book.  Now, whilst I read I 

always consider many things to read and write. I never move to the next sentence or 

paragraph until I understand. This makes me interested in reading and writing. The 

learning group course changed my reading habit and attitude in my life.” 

“Of course, if there is a big class group, we can have benefit, because we discuss a 

subject, the characters and ask each other questions in different ways. We can 

share our knowledge with each other, because if there is only one person they can’t 

ask questions in different ways. Some people have practical experience and some 

people have theoretical knowledge. We won’t be bored if we are a group and it will 

be interesting as well.” 

“I always like to come back each time because I can meet new people from other 

countries as well. We do a Quick Read book which is a very short story about real 

life experience.” 

“I came to the group because I want to improve my spelling, to meet people and try 

to read English books. A good teacher, meeting new people and improving my skill 

makes me to come back each time. I got a better understanding and I improved, 

especially the non-active vocabulary. The benefit from the group is losing shyness to 

speak and communicate in English with others. I’m no longer scared joining groups, 

parties, coffee-mornings etc. “ 

Evaluation 

What is noticeable in members is a rise in confidence in speaking and willingness to 

‘have a go’ at all skills with less fear of making mistakes. In the formal ESOL 

sessions, learners who attend the Reading group are far less intimidated by writing 

about the session’s discussion topic. Learners now write confidently and often drop 

in written homework before the next formal session to get feedback or just for 

practice. 

 


