
 
 

Case Study: Blackburn with Darwen library and information service 

The first meeting of the Reading Club was attended by eight adult learners from a 

range of classes run in the community by the Neighbourhood Learning Team. All the 

participants attend adult literacy classes but were keen to read more for pleasure.  

The group meet monthly. 

How it works 

The first meeting was very informal and we concentrated on getting to know each 

other.  I read the poem, ’Chocolate Cake’ by Michael Rosen as a lead in to a 

discussion on the kind of stories each person enjoys.  The group had also brought 

along pieces of their own writing.  Some of them were quite personal and it was a 

privilege to share them.  We then looked at the Quick Reads books and chose 

Buster Fleabags and Clouded Vision to read before the next meeting.  At the next 

meeting, in late October, it became clear that the majority of the group found the 

Quick Reads titles too difficult, though those who had managed to read them had 

enjoyed them and relished telling the rest of the group about the stories.   As it was 

near Halloween I had selected some scary titles from our Easy Reads section and 

several of the group opted to read these.  I had also devised a simple quiz activity 

which was also well received.  Michelle had read Clouded Visions twice and found it 

so exciting that she couldn’t put it down.  Susan was less impressed with Buster 

Fleabags as she found it too sad at the end.  Everyone took something to read at the 

end of the meeting and reported back the following month.  At the December 

meeting, at Anthony’s suggestion, we took turns in the group to read aloud from a 

simplified version of ‘A Christmas Carol’ and it was noticeable how supportive the 

group were of each other when anyone stumbled over a tricky word.  There was a 

real sense of achievement when the story was completed.   

Successes and barriers 

The main difficulty faced by the group has been the wide range of abilities of the 

members.  This has been overcome by the provision of texts of varying levels of 

difficulty.  Michelle and Susan are now keen readers and will take several books to 

read in between sessions but other members struggle to read one.   

Outcomes 

All of the members have improved their reading skills, but arguably, the star is 

Michelle.  She has gone from never picking up a book and spending all her time 

playing video games to being a voracious reader who loves to talk about her reading.  

She said, ‘This group is the best thing.  I had to force myself to come at first because 

I’m quite shy but now I never stop talking about it.  I never used to read.  I’d spend 

hours on computer games but I’m always reading now.  I couldn’t move my thumb 



 
 

before through playing computer games all the time, but now I can. Clouded Vision 

was really good – so exciting I couldn’t put it down.  It had lots of twists so I didn’t 

know how it would end.  I keep ringing my dad up to talk to him about it.’  Susan has 

been inspired by Michelle’s enthusiasm and although she still finds the Quick Reads 

a bit difficult to tackle, she regularly takes six slim books home to read in between 

meetings.  Sajida reads slowly and painstakingly but has enlisted her daughter to 

help her and at one meeting she read out a story that she had dictated to her 

daughter. 

The group are very open about the difficulties they have faced in the past and a 

recent session on the theme of bullying was quite an emotional experience. 

Evaluation 

The group members have grown in confidence and now take a much more active 

role in planning the themes for each session.  They love to read out their own work 

and are very supportive of each other. The use of our Easy Reads collection has 

increased over the period that the group has been meeting and the group have 

become more critical in their assessment of the stories.   

 


