
Chatterbooks –
Extra-Curricular Book Clubs

Book clubs are an excellent way of encouraging
pupils to read widely and frequently, inside as
well as outside school, and of improving both
reading and spoken language skills. The book
clubs will give children the chance to discuss in
a non-classroom setting the books they have read
and to develop their love of literature through
discovering new authors and new stories.

(Department for Education (2015) 
Reading: the next steps)

The Chatterbooks programme is coordinated by The Reading Agency, a national
charity whose mission is to inspire more people to read more, encourage them to
share their enjoyment of reading and celebrate the difference that reading makes 
to all our lives.

How does it work?
A member of school staff, parent or volunteer 
sets up a Chatterbooks club, usually as an 
extra-curricular club, outside the classroom.

Children take part in the book club, usually 
attending 10 -12 weekly sessions per term.

Children talk about, recommend and discuss 
books, take part in fun and creative activities, 
listen to books being read aloud and choose 
books to take home to read.

As part of the club, children often go on a visit to their nearest public
library with their Chatterbooks leader and join up. 



How do pupils and 
schools benefit?
A Chatterbooks club 

Enhances and supports schools’
reading policies and provision and 
their mission for all children to read
widely and for pleasure.

Helps schools foster links with 
library services and the wider
community. 

Contributes to the achievement of 
ALL pupils, including disadvantaged
pupils, pupils with SEND and the 
most able.

Supports the implementation of 
the national curriculum for English 
in England.

Develops group leaders’ knowledge 
of children’s books and their skills in
facilitating book discussions.

Encourages parental engagement and
family involvement in reading and
facilitates public library membership. 

Chatterbooks –
Extra-Curricular Book Clubs

Chatterbooks sessions are based on
popular themes and genres, rather than 
a single title, so we don’t all have to 
read the same book! 

(Chatterbooks leader, London)

1

2
3

4

How do schools 
get involved?
Schools sign up and join the Chatterbooks
Network – it’s free.

Chatterbooks club leaders (librarians, teachers,
teaching assistants, parents, volunteers)
download free guides and activity packs from
The Reading Agency to help them set up and
run the book club in school.
www.chatterbooks.org.uk

Further materials, including book bags and
reading diaries, can be purchased from
The Reading Agency.

Many Schools Library Services support
Chatterbooks clubs with book loans and
advice. Schools can liaise with their library
services to see if this extra support is
available to them.
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https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/GD6MP6Q

