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Cracking Reading:  
Barrington Stoke with The Reading Agency and Chatterbooks 

About this pack 
Here is a new pack of reading ideas and activities for Chatterbooks children’s reading groups, 
brought to you by The Reading Agency and their Children’s Reading Partner publisher Barrington 
Stoke.  The pack is inspired by Barrington Stoke’s wonderful range of books which help emergent, 
reluctant and dyslexic readers unlock the power of reading. All children will enjoy the books and 
activities here but we hope the pack will be especially useful with children with reading difficulties: 
it includes lots of ideas for encouraging book talking activities which are structured for everyone to 
feel ok about joining in, plus information about all the resources which Barrington Stoke have on 
offer. 
Some Chatterbooks groups have a targeted membership of children with dyslexia, but more often 
the groups are of mixed abilities. A lot of the activities here will work well where group 
cooperation, and doing activities in pairs or small groups, can encourage and build confidence, and 
make things like book talking and making up stories fun and not stressful. 
This pack focuses on six titles with a variety of reading ages for children aged from six to twelve. 

Chatterbooks [www.readinggroups.org/chatterbooks] is a reading group programme for children 
aged 4 to 14 years. It is coordinated by The Reading Agency and its patron is author Dame 
Jacqueline Wilson. Chatterbooks groups run in libraries and schools, supporting and inspiring 
children’s literacy development by encouraging them to have a really good time reading and talking 
about books. 
The Reading Agency is an independent charity working to inspire more people to read more 
through programmes for adults, young people and Children – including the Summer Reading 
Challenge, and Chatterbooks. See www.readingagency.org.uk   
Children’s Reading Partners is a national partnership of children’s publishers and libraries working 
together to bring reading promotions and author events to as many children and young people as 
possible. 
Barrington Stoke is an independent publisher dedicated to cracking reading. They know that every 
parent wants their child to become a reader, and every teacher wants their students to make the 
jump from learning to read to loving to read. Their books are commissioned, edited and designed to 
break down the barriers that can stop this happening, from dyslexia and visual stress to simple 
reluctance.  See www.barringtonstoke.co.uk   
The Barrington Stoke blog provides a wealth of information including articles on dyslexia, author 
and illustrator interviews, behind-the-scenes looks at the publishing process and information on 
new and upcoming books. Sign up to be kept up-to-date with Barrington Stoke news. 
 

Pack Contents 
3 Barrington Stoke ‘Cracking Reading’ resources 
4 Barriers to reading - and strategies and support which can help 
5 Being in a reading group: how Chatterbooks can bring enjoyment and confidence in reading 
6 Book talking with your Chatterbooks group; more activity ideas 
10 Cracking Reading – a selection of books from Barrington Stoke, and further activity ideas 
16 More reading ideas 

 
For help in planning your Chatterbooks meeting, have a look at these Top Tips for a Successful 
Session 

http://www.readinggroups.org/chatterbooks
http://www.readingagency.org.uk/
http://www.barringtonstoke.co.uk/
http://www.barringtonstoke.co.uk/blog/
http://readingagency.org.uk/children/practitioners-guides/chatterbooks-resources/chatterbooks-resources.html
http://readingagency.org.uk/children/practitioners-guides/chatterbooks-resources/chatterbooks-resources.html
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Barrington Stoke: Resources for parents, librarians and teachers 
 
Dive In 
This is a guide to choosing children’s books for reluctant readers and readers for 
dyslexia. Its sections include: 

 What is dyslexia? 

 Information about Dyslexia Action   

 Reading hints and tips 

 Recommended books for 5-8s: ‘Smooth the start of your child’s solo reading 
journey with lots of shared book fun.’ 

 Books for 9-12s: ‘Keep reading together to help your child make the jump to 
reading solo.’ 

 Books for teens: ‘There’s never been a better time for teen and young adult 
fiction.’ 

These book lists cover a wide range of titles from different publishers, plus a 
selection of Barrington Stoke titles with dyslexia-friendly titles. 
 
Cracking reading for MORE children: At a Glance Guide 2015-16 
This includes a fold-out spread detailing all the titles on offer from Barrington Stoke. 
 
Cracking Reading with Barrington Stoke: Information for parents, librarians and 
learning professionals.   This leaflet includes sections on 

 Physical factors in a Barrington Stoke book to make reading easier for people 
with dyslexia: e.g. font, tinted paper, attractive covers 

 Factors which hinder people from getting good literacy skills 

 How adults can help 
 
Barrington Stoke website:  
Again here is a lot of useful information for everyone involved in making reading 
easier – helping people to learn to read and to love to read.  The site includes:  

 Information about all the Barrington Stoke books 

 Tips for teachers & librarians: e.g. reading groups; engaging girls 

 Case studies 

 Free resources: classroom discussion guides on a range of titles; guided 
reading pack resources 

 Posters, including author posters 

 Videos – authors talking about their books and reading the first chapters 

 A special Fun Stuff section  

 Reading War: A microsite dedicated to the First World War and Barrington 
Stoke novels about this war          

http://www.dyslexiaaction.org.uk/
http://www.barringtonstoke.co.uk/
http://www.barringtonstoke.co.uk/funstuff/
http://www.readingwar.co.uk/
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Issues and barriers to reading which children may be facing  
– and strategies and support which can help 
 
Some children may struggle to see the text properly. Perceptual problems can mean the text 
seems to move about on the page. Eye-muscle control problems can make it very hard to focus on 
a line, read along and move down to the next without losing place. 

These children can be helped by a variety of simple and inexpensive aids. Remind any 
child who uses a coloured acetate 'filter' or special glasses in school to bring these 
along and use them. Ideally keep a stock of filters yourself in case they forget – see 
Crossbow Education.  
A simple ruler can help a reader follow the right line, and don't worry if they use their 
finger to keep their place. Pay attention to lighting as well - this will help all children.  
 
Some children may appear able to read but fail to understand what they're reading (sometimes 
called 'barking at text'). It's quite possible that they could read the whole text solo, and still have 
no idea of what's going on. 

You can really help these children by taking the text slowly. Read a section yourself 
while they listen, and ask them to make pictures in their head of what they're 
hearing, rather like a film - this is useful strategy for making meaning. Stop reading 
and discuss what might happen next in the story. Ask them to read a section to 
themselves, and remind them to make pictures in their heads as they read. Review 
what happened together - were your predictions correct? Continue to tackle the text 
in this way, ensuring that their own reading is supported by hearing sections read 
aloud, and backed up by discussion to consolidate meaning.  
You can also use this approach with a group of mixed ability – it will build listening 
skills and invite discussion by everyone. 
 
Some children may struggle to read the text on any level. They may struggle to recognise letter 
shapes. They may have poor letter/sound correspondences and find it difficult to 'decode' words. 
They may have poor working memory and recognise fewer words by sight.  

Don't be afraid to take it very slowly with these children - covering even one short 
chapter in a session might be enough. Read the text aloud yourself, or ask for 
volunteers among the most confident readers in the group. Keep the pace slow and 
clear and put in lots of expression. Stop occasionally and ask the group to read the 
next word. If a child is reading aloud and stumbles over a word, supply it yourself 
straight away. That way they can keep the flow of meaning - they'll lose it if they 
have to stop while they work the word out. 

Remember that dyslexia is primarily a processing problem and working memory is an 
issue.  
At the start of every session, always recap what you have read and done previously - 
children are unlikely to remember for themselves. 

http://www.crossboweducation.co.uk/products/visual-stress/overlays.aspx
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Being in a reading group: how Chatterbooks can help to give 
enjoyment and confidence in reading 
Chatterbooks is all about having a good time talking about books – being in a group, relaxed and 
having fun sharing books and exploring books for themselves. 

 Chatterbooks encourages children to talk about the books they’ve read, and say what they 
think about them – and so they steadily develop confidence in expressing their opinions. 

 Chatterbooks is also about listening, and being listened to – learning to listen and respond 
assertively to each other, and further gaining confidence through knowing that people are 
respecting and taking account of their opinions.  

 Chatterbooks sessions also include the pleasure of being read aloud to – this might be 
fellow members introducing a book, or the group leader reading a story or a taster chapter 

 Chatterbooks is about young people’s involvement– it’s their group, their choices and 
ideas, their guidelines about how the group works. This brings empowerment and 
confidence. 

 Chatterbooks involves and endorses all reading choices and formats – all kinds of books, on 
any subject, at any level, and for every taste - plus comics, magazines, and stories and 
information accessed digitally, and via audio, and video. Children can choose the formats 
which work for them – and at the same time feel able to try new reading experiences 
without being pressurised. 

 There is also, if they wish, the opportunity to read aloud themselves, to share a story or a 
review with the group.  Chatterbooks provides a supportive environment for this and again 
helps to build confidence 

 In Chatterbooks there is often the chance for children of different ages and abilities to 
work together cooperatively, supporting and encouraging each other. This works well with 
activities like simple drama, role play, and making videos – and also offers opportunities for 
children to buddy with and mentor each other. 

  Children want to read what their friends are enjoying – Chatterbooks encourages peer 
recommendations through discussion in the group, and with other groups online, and by 
using the Chatterbooks Bookbite review slips, and the Chatterbooks scrapbook. 

 Chatterbooks members’ reviews of books are also great for keeping library staff and 
publishers in touch with what children are enjoying reading – and not enjoying! One way 
children can do this is by reading and reviewing the new titles and proof copies submitted 
for Chatterbooks Star Reviewers.  Children with dyslexia may find this difficult if the proofs 
have a condensed layout – but if someone presents the book to the whole group and they 
then all talk about it, there should be openings for everyone’s input.  

 There is also the opportunity for young people to contribute to the reviewing of 
Barrington Stoke titles. Barrington Stoke would love to involve children who find reading 
challenging, as reviewers for new Barrington Stoke books. Their Young Editors manuscript 
review scheme gives young people access, pre-publication, to texts in dyslexia-friendly 
layout. 

 Most of all, Chatterbooks is about having FUN reading and talking about books! – and the 
more young people get to enjoy this, the more confident they will become about their 
reading.  

   
 
 

http://readingagency.org.uk/resources/1082/
http://www.barringtonstoke.co.uk/youngeditors/
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Book talking with your Chatterbooks group 
Introducing and reading a book    
A good book to choose for your group can be one where you can read together 
chapters at a time and then talk about them. Look at the cover and the blurb, and set 
the scene for the book so that people are on a level playing field for getting into the 
story.  Children would enjoy having it read to them, or check if they would like to 
read and experience it for themselves.   
Before discussion, try to allow time for reflection, re-reading, or asking questions 
about anything anyone finds difficult. 
 
Talking about a book 
Here is a suggested format for talking about a book, which is very inclusive and 
encourages young people to say what they think about a book – whether they loved 
it or hated it, or if they found it hard to read. 
This is taken from the book Tell Me: Children, Reading and Talk with The Reading 
Environment by Aidan Chambers (Thimble Press 2011). 
 
First ask these four questions: 

o What did you like about the book? 
o Was there anything that you disliked? 
o Was there anything that puzzled you? 
o Were there any patterns – any connections – that you noticed? 

Ask your group to give you brief – even one word – answers, and put these up on a 
flip chart, with a column for each of the questions. 
 
Then look to see which answers/topics appear most frequently – highlight them and 
join them up where they appear in more than one column. 
 
Talk together about the one which appears most, and then ask people each to 
choose one of their answers and talk a bit more about it.  This will probably lead into 
strands of discussion; make sure you explore the puzzles and connections which 
people have found as this will help and enrich their understanding and enjoyment of 
the story. 
‘We don’t know what we think about a book until we’ve talked about it.’ (p102) 
 
Aidan Chambers also suggests this Sentence Game which is a simplified version of 
the above: 

o Have groups of 3-5 children, each with a different book which they have read. 
Give them the four questions (as above) to discuss amongst themselves and 
make notes. 
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o Go round the groups to check they are all ok with their discussions. 
o Then ask each person to note down privately the one thing they’d like to say to 

someone who hasn’t read it.   
o In their groups they listen to each other’s sentences and help each other revise 

their sentences where they think it’s needed. 
o Finally they decide which order they will read their sentences out to everyone 
o All the groups then come together and in turn they give the author and title of 

their book and show a copy of it before reading out their sentences. 
o Ask everyone who would already now like to read this book, and then let 

everyone ask questions to the presenting group about their book. 
o Good questions to get the talk going are: Where is the story set? When? Who’s 

the main character? Is it a book you can’t put down? 
 
This game gives everyone a chance to join in without feeling pressured or exposed. 
It also works to include in the small groups someone who hasn’t read the book – they 
will be a valuable clarifier, asking questions when they aren’t sure what the rest of 
the group is talking about. 
 
Doing book presentations for younger children is another enjoyable and inclusive 
activity around book talking. 
Together the group can 

o Choose the book/s they might talk about 
o Have someone read the book/s aloud to the rest of the group so they can think 

about what young children would enjoy and relate to 
o Choose the group’s favourite, then talk about the story and make notes about 

what you would say about the book, and what questions you might ask your 
younger audience 

o Together write a script or prepare a power point, and share out what each 
person is going to say 

 

More activity ideas 
 
Books with illustrations 
Get together a collection of books with lots of illustrations partnering with the text, 
and often integrated closely with the text – e.g. The Brilliant World of Tom Gates (Liz 
Pichon); Goth Girl (Chris Riddell); The World of Norm (Jonathan Meres). 
Add in comics, and graphic novels. Introduce them to your group; get people talking 
about their favourites. 
For some session ideas have a look at this Chatterbooks activity pack about 
Superheroes, Comics and Cartoons.  

http://readingagency.org.uk/resources/649/
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How to grab readers! First lines, cliff-hangers, and more. 
The opening sentences of a book are really important – they have to catch your 
attention and get you wanting to read more. 
 
What do you think about the first lines of these two books?  How do they work for 
you? 
Blamehounds: Fart Number 1 made no sound. 
The bum that was to blame belonged to Mr Lime. But as far as Mr Lime knew, only he 
could smell anything. He decided to say nothing about it. 
Bullet Catcher: Troy looked up from the Batman comic he was reading and locked 
eyes with a girl on the other side of the display stand. 
 

Authors often end chapters with a cliff-hanger – this can 
be something exciting or scary - leaving you in suspense 
and wanting to see how things can work out in the next 
chapter.   Here’s one from Robot Girl:  
“I was going to lock you in and burn this place down,” I 
said…”And now?” Maisie asked. 
That was the question. What was I going to do now? 
Look for some more cliff-hanger chapter endings and talk 
about how well you think they work. 

 
Variety in a story: talk about what keeps your attention most when you’re reading a 
story.  Is it action?  Fighting?  Descriptions?   Dialogue?  People’s thoughts?  
Suspense?  Or a mixture ?  You’ll probably find that people like different things. 
 
Look at stories in different formats 
Choose some favourite books and make a collection of them in as many different 
formats as possible – e.g. CD, DVD, graphic novel, abridged version (e.g.Usborne 
classics), different editions with different covers/illustrations. 
Get your group looking at them, listening to them, comparing them, saying which 
they like best and why. 
 
Make book graffiti boards 
Have a special notice board in your library or school for your group to tell everyone 
about the books they’re enjoying. Cover the board with lots of things about the 
books: book covers made by group members; blurbs copied from back covers; 
pictures cut from magazines which link into the themes and settings of the books; 
posters and publicity materials from publishers; favourite extracts from the books – 
written out on a computer and decorated to catch the eye. 
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Keep a reading diary 
Keeping a reading diary can encourage you to keep on reading – and builds your 
reading story.  
Have a small notebook which can easily be carried around. Decorate the cover. Your 
diary just needs to be a list of what you’ve read or tried to read – with only very 
simple notes about the books – e.g. ‘Great’, ‘Couldn’t get into it’! 
 
Have an author event 
Meeting with an author is an exciting experience, and often a real stimulus for 
inspiring children’s reading and writing. 
You can contact authors via their websites – or get in touch with Children’s Reading 
Partners.  This is a partnership of publishers and librarians which offers opportunities 
for author visits – maybe new authors, or authors making a special tour of your 
region. 
 
Belonging to the library 
Get your group involved in choosing books for the library and having a real say in the 
library meeting their needs. They can bring ideas for stock, create displays, and also 
contribute to the design, lighting and layout of the library, so that they can feel that 
this is their space. 
 
And have a look too at our earlier Barrington Stoke ‘Cracking Reading’ 
Chatterbooks pack (November 2013) for more activity ideas! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:juliana.oliver@readingagency.org.uk
mailto:juliana.oliver@readingagency.org.uk
http://readingagency.org.uk/resources/1075/
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Cracking Reading: a selection of books from Barrington Stoke 
 
Robot Girl   Malorie Blackman   978-1781124598 
This is a futuristic drama full of suspense from the UK Children's Laureate 2013-
2015.  
Claire is keen to find out what her dad has been working on in his lab. He's 
been really excited about it and Claire knows it must be something that will 
make him even more famous. But the big reveal isn't at all what she expected 
and now Claire has a dilemma on her hands - what do you do when your dad 
has created a monster...?  This book is particularly suitable for struggling, 
reluctant and dyslexic readers aged 8+ 

 
Malorie Blackman has won several awards for the novels in her Noughts & Crosses sequence have 
won several awards, including the FCBG Red House Children's Book Award. Both Hacker and Thief! 
won the Young Telegraph/Gimme 5 Award and her work has appeared on screen, with Pig-Heart 
Boy, which was shortlisted for the Carnegie Medal, being adapted into a BAFTA-winning TV serial. In 
2008, she was awarded an OBE for her services to Children's Literature. 

 
I stared at Dad’s latest project and felt horror bloom inside me. I couldn’t help it. It 
was horrific. Like nothing I’d ever seen before. It was shorter than me and rounder – if 
it had had two more arms it could have been some kind of nasty, giant insect. 
 
Talk about: How soon did you realise who Maisie was? What gave you the clue? 
How soon did you realise that Claire is the robot and Maisie is the human being? 
 
Activity: Draw pictures of Maisie and Claire. Label your drawings, describing the features on each 
– e.g.eyes, skin, brain – and how they work for each. Use clues from the story – e.g.Maisie: “I can 
think and analyse just like you can, but I can also dream, something you have never been able to  
do.” 
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Ted Rules the World   Frank Cottrell Boyce ,  
Cate James, Chris Riddell  (Little Gems series)   
978-1781125052  
Ted thinks there’s something fishy going on. Ever since his birthday when 
he got a special loyalty card at the local shop, all his great ideas are being 
thought of by the new Prime Minister too. Now there are laws about 
walking to school and everyone has Mondays off! Could the shop’s market 
research lady have anything to do with it? And if Ted has become a Leader, 
shouldn’t he start thinking up proper laws to save the world...?  

Hilariously spot-on comedy! With high quality cream paper and a special easy to read font ensuring 
a smooth read for all. 

Frank Cottrell Boyce has written many books, lots of films, TV programmes – and the 2012 Ilympic 
opening ceremony. He has won the Carnegie Medal and the Guardian Children’s Fiction Prize. He 
lives in Liverpool. 
Cate James lives in Edinburgh and illustrates the Lollipop and Grandpa books. 
Chris Riddell is an award-winning artist and the current Children’s Laureate. He lives in Brighton. 

 

Mum and Dad stayed up all night to watch the election results and had clean 
forgotten my birthday.  If I was the new Prime Minister I’d pass a law against that 
kind of behaviour right away. I’d also pass a law against the social problem of people 
who throw other people’s bags off the back of the school bus. People like Evil Owen. 

 

Talk about: What would you do if you were the new Prime Minister? 

Have a look at the book ‘The Accidental Prime Minister’ by Tom McGlaughlin – this is about a 
schoolboy who actually does get to be Prime Minister!  Compare this story with ‘Ted Rules the 
World.’ 

Activity: Have a debate    
Imagine you are members of Parliament having a debate – discussing a proposed new law, or 
something important for the country.  You need to have:  

 A proposal or proposition – e.g.Everyone should have Mondays off! 

 A proposer to make a speech with arguments to support this proposal 

 An opposer to make a speech giving the arguments against this idea 

 Someone to second the proposer, adding to their argument 

 Someone to second the opposer, with more arguments against. 

 The rest of the class or group asking questions, to make sure everyone understands both 
points of view 

 A vote – for and against the proposal 

For more hands-on activities on titles in the Little Gems series, visit the Little Gems activities page.  

 

http://www.barringtonstoke.co.uk/funstuff/print-make-do
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Bullet Catcher   Chris Bradford  978-1781124451 
They say you can't outrun a bullet – but what if you could stop one? When 
Troy is caught up in a terrorist attack that takes the lives of his parents, he 
discovers an amazing power - bullets can't harm him. Soon he is recruited 
into a secret organisation where he meets Kasia, a girl with her own 
remarkable talent, and the two put their powers to use. Exhilarating action 
meets heart-pounding suspense in the first title of this trilogy. 
 
Chris Bradford has trained in a variety of martial arts, including samurai 
swordsmanship, and has earned his black belt in Kyo Shin Tai-jutsu, the 

secret fighting art of the ninja. His Young Samurai and Bodyguard series are both hugely popular, 
the latter having been nominated for the Carnegie Medal.  
 

She was curled up in a ball on the floor. Troy could see that he was trembling with 
fear. He sprinted in her direction, flew forward and landed on top of her. The 
terrorist’s machine gun roared  and Troy felt the first of the deadly bullets hit him. 
 

 
 
 
Talk about: What does the world seem like at the time of this story?  Happy and relaxed?  Bleak?  
Tense? Troy’s job is to protect the rich and famous against the freedom fighters. Whose side 
would you be on? 
 
Activity: 
Make a list of all Troy’s colleagues in S.P.E.A.R and next to each one write down what their 
special talent is – e.g. Troy is a bullet catcher. 
Think about the talents that you have – they can be just simple things that can come in useful – 
e.g. able to remember faces; good at untangling string – and maybe fairy-lights! 
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Activity: Write a snapshot heading for each chapter in Bullet Catcher – e.g. Chapter 1: ‘Troy is 
shopping with his parents. They hear gunfire in the mall.’  Then make a storyboard, using your 
chapter headings, as if for a film.  Here’s a template you could use. 
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Blamehounds  Ross Collins  978-1781123928 
Little Gems series 
A hilariously wacky read from author/illustrator Ross Collins. Whenever 
there's a pong, poo or puddle that can't be explained, Norman and Ringo are 
the hounds that take the blame. Determined to exploit their status for profit, 
Blamehounds Inc. is soon in business and small dogs the world over are 
admitting responsibility for accidents, eruptions and even the occasional war. 
High quality cream paper and a special easy to read font ensure a smooth 
read for all. 

Ross Collins is an illustrator and an award-winning picture-book author, most recently picking up 
the Royal Mail Award for Dear Vampa. His Elephantom provides the inspiration for the National 
Theatre's 2013 puppet spectacular. 
 

Norman put on his best ‘you owe me’ face. ‘Thanks, boy!’ the delivery driver smiled. 
He handed Norman a crisp five pound note. Blamehounds was in business. 
 
Activities: 

 Look at the list of dogs on page 47. What order is the list in? Can you think of some more 
breeds of dogs to add to the list? 

 The cover and end-papers of this book are fun!  Enjoy the jokes about dogs (do you know 
any more dog jokes?) and have a go at the Maze puzzle at the end.  You could also create 
your own design for the end-papers – e.g. with a sausages motif! 

 For more hands-on activities on titles in the Little Gems series, visit the Little Gems 
activities page.  

Talk about: Norman and Sausages make a business out of taking the blame: what businesses 
could other animals set up?   
- e.g. We say ‘elephants never forget’ – perhaps a business run by elephants could be data 
collection! 
 
 

 

How BRAVE is That?   Anne Fine   978-1781122433 
Tom wants to join the army, but he has to pass his exams first! When he turns 
up without proper uniform on exam day, strict Mrs Dell threatens to send him 
home. There are spare clothes available, but is Tom brave enough to face the 
exam hall - in a skirt?  
This book is particularly suitable for struggling, reluctant and dyslexic readers of 
8+ 
 
Anne Fine is a best-selling author and former Children's Laureate, having 

written more than fifty books for children of all ages. She has won numerous awards including the 
Roald Dahl Funny Prize, the Carnegie Medal, the Whitbread Award, the Guardian Children's Fiction 
Award, and was awarded an OBE in 2003 for her services to children's literature. Anne lives in 
Durham. 

http://www.barringtonstoke.co.uk/funstuff/print-make-do
http://www.barringtonstoke.co.uk/funstuff/print-make-do
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It takes true grit and a backbone of steel to march into a room wearing a skirt.  
(If you’re a boy, that is.) Everyone laughed. Some people jeered. Some people hooted. 
Some giggled …’Nice combo,’ Ruth sniggered. 
 

Talk about: Being brave…Tom’s teacher tells him that if he wants to 
join the army he’ll have to be brave. And he is brave enough to face his 
schoolmates wearing a skirt.  What kind of things do you think are 
brave actions? What brave things have you done?- things which you 
thought you couldn’t possibly have the nerve to do – and then you 
managed it. 
 
Activity: Imagine you have come to school in paint-spattered jeans, 
wellingtons, and your dad’s Rolling Stones T shirt, instead of school 

uniform. What do you say to your teacher to explain about the odd things you are wearing?!  
 
Activity: Who did what?  Match up Tom’s triplet sisters with the things they got up to! 
Tom’s sisters are Gilly, Milly and Tilly – here are the things they did: 

o Left a dirty nappy upside down on Tom’s school shirts 
o Stuffed Tom’s school trousers into the washing basket so they got put in the washing 

machine 
o Took Tom’s school shoes out into the garden 

 

 
Prince Frog Face    Kaye Umansky  &  Ben Whitehouse      978-
1781124437 
Prince Valentine of Romantica is absolutely outraged – some raggedy old witch 
has had the audacity to turn him into a frog! A FROG! This just cannot be 
allowed to stand. He’s far too busy interviewing princesses for the honoured 
post of his girlfriend, to be hopping around and squatting in murky water. He 
had a points system and everything. But apparently he needs to learn manners. 
A side-splitting comedy caper, complete with Kaye Umansky’s sparkling wit and 
spot-on humour, this is sure to be a hit with boys and girls of all ages. This book 

is particularly suitable for struggling, reluctant and dyslexic readers aged 8+ 

Kaye Umansky trained as a teacher, before writing children’s novels and picture books. Kaye is the 
author of the Pongwiffy series and the Clover Twig books, She lives in London. 

 

I broke off a corner of the omelette and placed it in my mouth. It didn’t taste at all 
nice. I had an unexpected fancy for a mouthful of crispy mayflies. Oh no! The sooner I 
got changed back into a prince the better. 

Talk about: Read the original fairy tale The Frog Prince and compare these two versions. 

Activity: Choose another fairy tale- e.g. Cinderella, The Sleeping Beauty, or Jack and the 
Beanstalk.  Make sure you know the story really well – then imagine you are the main character 
and write the story in the first person – giving your version of what happened and how you felt 
about it! 
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More books from Barrington Stoke…. and more books by the 
authors above 
See also Barrington Stoke’s leaflet Dive In for more reading ideas 
 
AUTHOR TITLE PUBLISHER ISBN 

5-8 fiction    

Berlie Doherty Joe and the Dragonosaurus Barrington Stoke 978-1781124444 

Cornelia Funke Sea Urchins and Sand Pigs Barrington Stoke 978-1781123904 

Tony Robinson Skullduggery  978-1781124086 

    

8-12 fiction    

Alan Gibbons Street Corner Dad  978-1781124376 

Jeremy Strong Don’t Go in the Cellar  978-1842999967 

Cathy Hopkins & 
Louise Wright 

Mum Never Did Learn to Knock  978-1781124956 

Hilary McKay &  
Mike Phillips 

Dragon!  978-1842994177 

Tom Palmer Scrum!  978-1842999448 

    

Teen fiction    

David Almond Klaus Vogel and the Bad Lads  978-1781122693 

Alison Davies The After School Club  978-1842999400 

Catherine Fisher At the World’s End  978-1781124710 

Robert Swindells Snapshot  978-1781123454 

    

Non-fiction    

Ollie Pick Gold and Glory: Team GB 2012  978-1781122310 

    

More by these authors 
- to go on to 

   

Malorie Blackman Hacker Corgi 978-0552551649 

 Noughts and Crosses:  
Graphic Novel version 

Doubleday 978-0857531957 

Frank Cottrell Boyce Millions Macmillan 978-1447282341 

 The Amazing Broccoli Boy Macmillan 978-1405054676 

Chris Bradford Bodyguard Puffin 978-0141340050 

 Young Samurai Puffin 978-0141324302 

Ross Collins Cheesemares Barrington Stoke 978-1781121917 

 Elephantom Templar 978-1848775961 

Anne Fine Madame Doubtfire Puffin 978-0141359755 

 The Granny Project Corgi 978-0552554381 

Kaye Umansky Pongwiffy  Bloomsbury 978-0747596929 

 The Stepsisters’ Story Barrington Stoke 978-1781120392 

 
  


