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Spine-tinglers! 
About this pack 

What does ‘spine-tingling’ mean to you? 

Often we first of all think ‘scary’ – something that will make us shiver with fear – but something 
spine-tingling could equally give us shivers of laughter or thrills of pleasure! 

‘Very special and exciting’ is another definition, and in this pack for your Chatterbooks reading 
group there are lots of different books with stories that are scary, absorbing, funny, or fantastic – 
all of them with something special. 
We hope you enjoy them, together with all the discussion and activity ideas, and further reading 
suggestions.  

The pack is brought to you by The Reading Agency and their Children’s Reading Partner publisher 
partners. 
 
Chatterbooks [ www.readinggroups.org/chatterbooks] is a reading group programme for children 
aged 4 to 14 years. It is coordinated by The Reading Agency and its patron is author Dame 
Jacqueline Wilson. Chatterbooks groups run in libraries and schools, supporting and inspiring 
children’s literacy development by encouraging][g them to have a really good time reading and 
talking about books. 
The Reading Agency is an independent charity working to inspire more people to read more 
through programmes for adults, young people and Children – including the Summer Reading 
Challenge, and Chatterbooks. See www.readingagency.org.uk  
Children’s Reading Partners is a national partnership of children’s publishers and libraries working 
together to bring reading promotions and author events to as many young people as possible. 
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Spine-tinglers! 
Ideas for discussion and activities 
To inspire and follow-up on these activities, get together a collection of all kinds of 
books which have that spine-tingling factor!  A flip chart would also be useful for 
gathering your group’s ideas and responses, to feed into your discussions and 
activities. 

 
Things to talk about 
 
Book talk 
Talking about the books: some book-talk questions 
Get everyone to share their first responses to a book. This could be with the whole 
group – or children could discuss in pairs, and then share feelings and questions with 
everyone. 
Ask lots of open questions to get people talking and encourage discussion about 
feelings and responses to the story, the characters, and the way the story is told with 
lots of illustrations linking in with the text. 
There are no right or wrong answers to any of the questions – we will all have our 
own feelings and opinions about the book, and the things we like, or don’t like! 
Here are some questions to get you going: 
 What did you like about the book? 
 Was there anything that you disliked? 
 Was there anything that puzzled you? 
 Were there any patterns – any connections – that you noticed? 
 What did you think of the way the story was told in the pictures as well as in 

the words? 
 
Spine-tingling 
Talk about what this means to everyone.  
What tingles your spine?   Gives you a shivery feeling? It could be scary – or thrilling – 
or fun - or the most exciting thing ever!  Collect a list on a flipchart of your group’s 
most spine-tingling things. 
 
Spine-tingling books 
Then move on to books - what are people’s most spine-tingling books?  A book you 
just couldn’t put down – or a book that gets you too scared to sleep at night? Or one 
where something special happens that you want to read over and over…?  
Tell each other in pairs, then share with the group. Write about your books: you 
could make a special Chatterbooks file of recommended spine-tinglers or create a 
display. 
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Imaginary Friends 
Some of the stories in this pack are about imaginary friends: The Imaginary is quite 
frightening, it’s about an imaginary friend who is scared that he will disappear if his 
real life friend stops thinking about him.  Leo: a Ghost Story is a picture book with 
warmth and hope.  And Rafe, in the Middle School books, has long conversations in 
his head with Leo, who was his twin and died when they were babies. 
Has anyone in your group ever had an imaginary friend?  Many of us have – and what 
we also often do is talk to people who aren’t actually with us, by texting and 
emailing!   
 
Activities: Warm ups 
 
Wordsearch – Some scary spine-tingling creatures and beings! 
Look for them in the squares below - across, down, up, diagonally, and from right to 
left.  Do you know  who are what they all are? 
(The Wordsearch answer is at the end of this pack.) 
 
MONSTER  VAMPIRE  ZOMBIE ALIEN  DRAGON WIZARD 
WERE-WOLF SKELETON  DEMON MEDUSA CYCLOPS  
SPIDER  SPOOK  BATS  POLTERGEIST 
 
 
Q W X P O L T E R G E I S T X W 
Y P Q X V N W B C E A Z F Q G E 
Z V T L O D T E Q U R O Z O P R 
B M G B R Z V C Z V A M P I R E 
S F H A G V A M V V X B W J G W 
N P G E P X C Z X A L I E N X O 
X O C G H Z Y S Z S X E X W B L 
N V B J H V C X N U Z M L V X F 
O X M K Y M L E L D A S X C H L 
T Q K V K O O P S E X V N B G M 
E Z O N D N P S Q M W U X Z K V 
L V P O Z S S D F X Q I F G J Z 
E P B M B T Q R T M Z A Z B G Q 
K E T E X E L J G D S Z W A V K 
S P I D E R B X N X Q M P V R L 
W J Z V B M X B A T S V N P Q D 
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Spine-tingling noises 
Think of all the scary noises you know – it could be the word for the sound – e.g. 
‘wailing’ - or the sound itself – e.g. ‘whoooh!’  Collect all your noises on a flip chart. 
Try making each noise – maybe in a group, or one at a time. Or each with a different 
noise all at the same time!   
Get your group to imagine a scary scene – e.g. walking through a forest at night.  List 
all the noises there could be and write a short scene – e.g. ‘She heard the branches 
creaking and the wind whistling. An owl hooted…’  Then someone reads the narrative 
and everyone else makes the noises to go with it. 

                                                   
                                    
 
Longer activities 
Spine-tingling creatures 
Talk about all the creatures in the Wordsearch above. Can you think of any more? 
Make a list and next to each one write down its characteristics – e.g. ‘Medusa: snakes 
for hair. If you look at her eyes you will turn to stone.’ 
Write the names of all the creatures on slips of paper; put these in a hat for each 
person to draw out the name of a creature. They then role play their creature and 
everyone has to guess what it is! 
 
Telling spine-tingling stories 
Have a story time session with your group: draw the blinds, gather in a circle as if 
round a campfire, creating a spine-tingling story-telling atmosphere, and read by 
torchlight.  
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Write a ghost story! 
Imagine you’re a ghost from another time coming to haunt a house in the present 
day.   Think about all these things for your story: 
From which time have you come?  Who are you? How did you die?  Where have you 
come to?  Who lives in this house? What do you do to haunt them? How do they 
react? 
You group could create this story together, or each write their own stories. 
 
Draw a monster spine-tingling creature 
This is a great group activity: Get a long sheet of paper and fold it in four. This will 
give you four sections lengthways. Use each section for drawing a part of the body of 
your monster, starting at the top with the head, and then a section each for body and 
arms; legs; feet (or maybe tentacles?! Have one person drawing, to the suggestions 
of the rest of the group – keep the paper folded so that when you’re drawing you can 
only see that particular part of the body. When you’ve done all the sections, open up 
the whole sheet of paper to reveal your amazing creature!       
 
                    
  

 
Haunted House 

You could get inspiration for this activity from Jan 
Pienkowski’s fabulous pop-up book Haunted House – and 

from the spine-tingling reading suggestions in this pack. 
Your group could make their own haunted houses using shoe 

boxes or similar sized boxes. Cut away the front of the box and then create a room or 
rooms within the box. 
 
Here is a clip from YouTube to give you some ideas. 
 
The ‘haunted houses’ could be story houses, where children make up a story and act 
it out in their house with cut-out figures. Here are some tips for this. 
 
 
Or people could make a diorama of a spine-tingling scene. 

                                                                                                               

https://uk.search.yahoo.com/search?p=make+a+modrel+from+a+shoe+box&fr=yfp-t-903
http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/assets/0000/3211/Story_box_guide.pdf
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Spine-tingling books to tingle your spines! 
 

Stitch Head – The Beast of Grubbers Nubbin   
Guy Bass & Pete Williamson   Stripes   978-1847156099 
He’s back! Join Stitch Head, a mad professor’s forgotten creation, as he steps 
out of the shadows into the adventure of an almost-lifetime.  
The orphans at Castle Grotteskew are running riot … and getting hungry. With 
no food in the castle, Stitch Head and Arabella head down to Grubbers 
Nubbin to see what they can pilfer, but there they meet a terrifying, savage 

beast. Could one of Professor Erasmus’s creations be on the loose…? 
Guy Bass writes the Gormy Ruckles series for Scholastic UK, as well as the popular Dinkin Dings and 
The Legend of Frog series for Stripes. In 2010 Dinkin Dings and the Frightening Things won a CBBC 
Blue Peter Book Award in the “Most Fun Story with Pictures” category. Guy lives in London.  
Pete Williamson lives in Tunbridge Wells. He has worked as a designer for an animation company 
and also as a psychiatric nurse. Pete’s interests include peculiar music, good books and drinking too 
much coffee. 
 

The pot was brimming with a mould grey stew. It bubbled and popped like molten 
lava, belching clouds of mucus yellow dust into the air. Stitch Head had tried food 
before, even though he didn’t need to eat, but he’d never seen anything like this. 

 
Have a look at the story ‘Frankenstein’ (see ‘More reading’ in this pack) – this is 
about another scientist who creates a grotesque being. 
 

 

Spooky Poems      James Carter & Brian Moses   
Macmillan  978-1447272588 
Spooky Poems is a collection of scary poems about ghosts, ghouls, bats, 
witches, vampires and all things creepy 
Brian Moses’ poetry books include Brian Moses’ School Report, Behind the 
Staffroom Door and A Cat Called Elvis.  He is featured on the National 
Poetry Archive and is co-author (with Roger Stevens) of What Are We 
Fighting For? - a new collection of war poems written especially for a 

younger audience. He lives in Sussex. 
James Carter lives in Oxfordshire.His poems have been published in dozens of anthologies, in his 
own collection, Journey to the Centre of My Brain, and, with Graham Denton, in Grrr! Dinos, 
Dragons and Other Beastie Poems.  
 

Left alone at night 
the landing light on, 
still knowing there are two dark rooms 
that something could creep from. 
Learn one of these poems by heart and recite to each other. 
Have a go at writing your own spooky poem.   
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The Mummy’s Curse  Catherine Chambers   
Dorling Kindersley  978-1409351856 
This is the second adventure in this series about intrepid SLIP (Secretly 
Living In the Past) time travellers Musa, Seth and Luana.  They experience 
ancient Egyptian life along the banks of the Nile and in an action-packed 
journey they escape from pirates and tomb-robbers.  Will they make it 
home or are they cursed to be stuck in the past for ever? 
Lots of factual information about ancient Egypt as the young people, with 

the help of their phones and apps, experience life then and get into a sealed underground tomb. 
 

Seth was alone in the dark and with no way home. ‘I should have held on to my 
amulet. That Hetepheres mummy down there – she’s truly cursed me!’ 
 
Find out more about the discovery of Tutankhamun’s tomb and the so-called curse 
linked to it.  (See p116 in this book) 
Do you know other stories about curses? – e.g. Thirteen Curses (Michelle Harrison), 
How to Cheat a Dragon’s Curse (Cressida Cowell) 
 
 
 

Dracula   Retold by Rosie Dickins & Victor Tavares (ill.)  
Based on the story by Bram Stoker     
Usborne     978-0746084472 
Jonathan Harker has no idea of the horrors that await him in Castle Dracula. 
An ancient evil is alive and hungry for new blood. Can Jonathan and his friends 
defeat it? 
A dramatic retelling of Bram Stoker’s classic horror story for children ready to 
tackle longer and more complex stories.  This is part of the Usborne Reading 
Programme developed with reading experts at the University of Roehampton. 

 
Rosie Dickins works for Usborne Publishing. She is the author of over forty fiction and non-fiction 
children’s books, including award-winning art books. 
 

The carriage stopped in a dark courtyard. A gaunt figure came to meet it, carrying a 
lantern. He smiled, revealing long, sharp teeth.  ‘Jonathan Harker? I am Count 
Dracula. Welcome to my castle.’ 
 

Find out more about vampires. 
Have a look at other vampire stories – e.g.the Scream Street title, also in this pack. 
Which story do you prefer?  Talk about it?  Which story do you think is more spine-
tingling? 
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The Spiderwick Chronicles: The Field Guide   
Tony DiTerlizzi & Holly Black  Simon & Schuster   
978-0689837388 
After finding a mysterious, handmade field guide in the attic of the 
ramshackle old mansion they’ve just moved into, Jared, his twin brother 
Simon, and their older sister Mallory, discover that there’s a magical and 
maybe dangerous world existing parallel to our own – the word of Faerie.  
The Grace children want to share their story, but the faeries will do 

everything to stop them… 
 
Tony DiTerlizzi is co-creator of the international bestselling series, The Spiderwick Chronicles. He 
has illustrated numerous picture books for children, including Ted, G is for 1 Gzonk and The Spider 
and the Fly, which won the Caldecott Honor. He lives in Massachusetts. 
Holly Black co-created The Spiderwick Chronicles with Tony DiTerlizzi.  She spent her early years in a 
decaying Victorian mansion where her mother fed her a steady diet of ghost stories and faerie 
tales. An avid collector of rare folklore volumes and spooky dolls, she lives in Massachusetts. 
 

As Jared read, each page took him deeper into the strange world of forest and 
stream, alive with creatures that seemed so close that he could almost stroke the 
thick, scaly flanks of the mermaids. He could almost feel the heat of the troll’s breath 
and hear the rumble of the dwarven forges. 
 

In this book it is a boggart which causes mischief - find out more about boggarts in 
folklore.  This is the first of the Spiderwick Chronicles, enjoy the rest!  
 
 

Scream Street: Fang of the Vampire  Tommy Donbavand   
Walker Books  978-1406320602 
In Scream Street, Luke and his parents discover a nightmarish world of the 
undead. Luke soon makes friends with vampire Resus Negative and mummy 
Cleo Farr, but he remains determined to take his terrified parents home. 
After liberating the powerful book ‘Tales of Scream Street’ from his new 
landlord, Otto Sneer, Luke learns that the founding fathers of the community 

each left behind a powerful relic. Collecting together all six is his only hope of opening a doorway 
out of the street, so with Resus and Cleo he sets out to find the first one, the vampire’s fang.  
Tommy Donbavand has been a clown, actor, theatre producer, storyteller and writer. His two non-
fiction books for children, Boredom Busters and Quick Fixes for Bored Kids, have helped him to 
become a regular guest on radio stations around the UK.  He was one of the writers for the hit CBBC 
series Planet Cook. He lives in Northumberland. 
 

Luke studied the boy. He looked about the same age as himself, although he had jet-
black hair and white skin with dark rings around his eyes. Sharp fangs protruded from 
the boy’s mouth..  
 
Have a look at ‘Dracula’ (see above), and compare the two vampire stories. 
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True Ghost Stories   Paul Dowswell & Tony Allan    
Usborne  978-0746093733 
Is there really such a thing as a true ghost story? The strange tales in this 
book are all based on actual reports by people who believed they had been 
haunted by ghosts or poltergeists, You can make up your own mind after 
reading their stories… 
 

Paul Dowswell is a British writer of non-fiction and fiction, writing mainly for children and young 
adults. He has written over 60 books, mostly with history as the subject, but also about geography, 
natural history, and science. 
 

Those who see them may be filled with dread, but, according to witnesses’ accounts, 
ghosts rarely do anyone actual harm. Even when poltergeists throw objects across the 
room, they rarely hit their human targets with any great force. 
  

Read aloud a story from this book, and a fictional ghost story. Which do people 
think is more scary – an account from someone who believes they’ve actually seen a 
ghost, or an imaginary story?  Does your town or village have any local ghost 
stories? 
 

 

The Dreamsnatcher    Abi Elphinstone   Simon & Schuster   
978-1471122682 
Twelve-year-old Molly Pecksniff wakes one night in the middle of the 
forest, lured there by a recurring nightmare. The Dreamsnatcher is waiting. 
He has already taken her dreams and now he wants her life - because Moll 
is more important than she knows. The Oracle Bones foretold that she and 
Gryff, a wildcat that has always been by her side, are the only ones who can 
fight back against the Dreamsnatcher’s dark magic. Suddenly everything is 

at stake, and Moll is drawn into a world full of secrets, magic and adventure.  
 
Abi Elphinstone has worked as a teacher in Africa, Berkshire and London. The Dreamsnatcher is her 
debut novel and when she’s not writing about Moll and Gryff, she also runs her the children’s books 
blog www.moontrug.com. 
 

The whisperings were getting louder and faster now, growing like an untamed 
wind…The thud of a drum. The hiss of a rattle. Moll’s blood froze. Her nightmare was 
unfolding before her. 
 

Tell each other about nightmares you have had. Do they seem better – even funny! 
- in the daylight?  Does it help to talk about them? Do you believe that eating 
cheese gives you nightmares! 
 
 

http://www.moontrug.com/
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Witchworld    Emma Fischel    Nosy Crow   
978-0857634177  
The witches of Witchworld have no need for old-fashioned wands or 
broomsticks, not when they have shiny Spellsticks and super-whizzy 
Skyriders instead. And no one has a cauldron anymore, just a cupboard full 
of Potions2Go. Flo Skritchett lives with her mother, the editor-in-chief of 
celebrity andLifestyle magazine, ‘Hocus Pocus’, and her witchteen sister.  
All is well, until her grandmother flies in to town and warns them that 

Witchworld is in danger from a Ghoul Attack! No one believes her – after all, Ghouls died out years 
ago, and she still rides around on a broomstick, for goodness’ sake! 
 
Emma Fischel lives in London and writes both fiction and non-fiction. Her books have been 
published by Bloomsbury, Usborne, Watts, and others. 
 

‘Ghouls roam the witchglobe in search of food – witches. A witch victim will transform 
into a ghoul within two minutes of a ghoul attack. The smaller the witch, the harder 
and more painful the transformation to ghoul…’ 
 

There’s lots of humour and inventiveness in this book – and terror too, with the 
Ghoul Attack. Talk about how this combination works. And look out for ‘Witchmyth’ 
- the next story about Flo and her family.  
 

 

The Skull in the Wood   Sandra Greaves   Chicken House   
978-1908435620 
In Old Scratch Wood on Dartmoor, quarrelling cousins Matt and Tilda find a 
buried skull. And from that moment black things begin to happen. Birds and 
animals turn bad, and there are rumours of the return of an ancient curse 
known as the gabbleratchet. What can Matt and Tilda do to stop it …? 
 

Sandra Greaves lives in Devon and has worked in journalism, TV, communications and copywriting. 
She is one of the winners of Undiscovered Voices 2012. 
 

All around me there were rustlings and twitterings…I thought of the black bird that 
had flown into the car when I first arrived and felt a tingling at the top of my spine. 
 
Another great book for book talk (see Activities section above) – thinking about all 
the elements in this story which make for a scary atmosphere -  the birds, the mist, 
the ancient stones, the dark forest. 
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Red Moon Rising  Paula Harrison    Nosy Crow    
978-0857634764 
Laney thinks the summer’s going to be boring but how wrong she is! From the 
moment she sees a blood-red moon, things take a turn for the magical.  
For Laney is a faerie, and things are about to get exciting, mysterious, and 
dangerous. Laney and her faerie friends must stop an evil Shadow Faerie 
finding the magical objects he needs to become all-powerful. 

 
Paula Harrison is a best-selling children’s author. Her books include the Red Moon Rising series, The 
Storm Dragon and The Rescue Princesses. 
 

Two translucent shapes curved out from her back, flexing as she put her hand over 
her mouth. They glinted, reflecting the light of the ceiling lamp. How could they be 
real? These shining wings. 
 
More book talking – which are the most spine-tingling things for you in this story? 
Maybe when Laney realises she’s a fairie and wings grow on her back?  Or the evil 
faerie? 
 

 

The Imaginary  A.F.Harrold and Emily Gravett   
Bloomsbury   978-1408852460 
Rudger is Amanda’s best friend. He doesn’t exist, but nobody’s perfect.  
Only Amanda can see her imaginary friend – until the sinister Mr Bunting 
arrives at Amanda’s door. Mr Bunting hunts imaginaries. Rumour says that 
he eats them. And he’s sniffed out Rudger. Soon Rudger is alone, and 
running for his imaginary life. But can a boy who isn’t there survive without 

a friend to dream him up?    A brilliantly funny, scary and moving read, illustrated with integrated 
art and colour spreads. 

A.F. Harrold is an English poet who writes and performs for adults and children. He spends his time 
showing off on stage, writing poems and books, and he lives in Reading. 
Emily Gravett’s first picture book Wolves was published in August 2005 and won the CILIP Kate 
Greenaway Medal. In 2008 Emily was awarded the rare honour of a second CILIP Kate Greenaway 
Medal for Little Mouse’s Big Book of Fears  She lives in Brighton. 
 

In fact, he thought, feeling a strange tingling, he didn’t even have the imagination to 
imagine himself…He was fading away. Without Amanda to think of him, to remember 
him, to dream him, to make him real, he was slipping away. 

See the ‘Imaginary Friends’ discussion topic in the activities section above. 
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Nightbird   Alice Hoffman   Simon & Schuster     
978-1471124211 
Twig lives with her mysterious brother and her mother, baker of irresistible 
apple pies. A new girl in town might just be Twig’s first true friend, and ally 
in vanquishing an ancient family curse. A spellbinding tale of modern 
folklore set in the Berkshires, USA, where rumours of a winged beast draw in 
as much tourism as the town’s famed apple orchards. 

Alice Hoffman is the author of thirty works of fiction, including Practical Magic, The Red Garden, 
The Dovekeepers and, most recently, The Museum of Extraordinary Things. She lives in Boston 
 

It’s always dangerous to be different, to appear as a monster in most people’s eyes, 
even from a distance. That was why our mother didn’t want James to be found out 
and why she had forbidden him to fly. 
 
This is another story about someone who has wings and can fly, and also another 
story about a curse. (See above).  In your book talking you could compare this with 
‘Red Moon Rising’ and with ‘The Mummy’s Curse’ – all very different books! 
 
 

 

Mountwood School for Ghosts  Toby Ibbotson (from an 
original idea by Eva Ibbotson)   
Macmillan  978-1447271017 
At top-secret Mountwood School for Ghosts the magical staff instruct their 
students in the highest levels of haunting. Although the Stinking Druid, the 
Legless Warrior and Vera the Banshee try very hard to be terrifying, 
they’re just too riddled with fears of their own to be properly scary. Then 
two human children arrive, seeking their help. Daniel and Charlotte have 

powerful enemies but can the bunch of misfit phantoms at Mountwood School scare them away, or 
will they just make things much worse? And can boy ghost Perceval ever find his ghostly powers? 
 
Toby Ibbotson is the eldest son of award-winning author Eva Ibbotson, whose novel, The 
Abominables, he edited with her first publisher, Marion Lloyd, after his mother's death. 
Mountwood School for Ghosts is his debut novel, and is based on an idea conceived with Eva, and 
planned out in detail by the two of them before her death. He lives in Sweden. 
 

“PUT THE GHOSTLY BACK INTO GHOSTHOOD – RETURN THE HORROR TO HAUNTING 
The Mountwood Institute of Spectral Education offers a refresher course in essential 
skills to all interested members of the other side… (courses include) ’The Wail for the 
Modern Era’, ‘Basic Bloodcurdling’…” 
 

This is the advertisement for Mountwood School – have a go at writing your own 
advert for a school for ghosts! 
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Aristotle   Dick King-Smith & Bob Graham   Walker Books  
978-1406354362 
Aristotle, the witch’s kitten, is so adventurous; it’s just as well cats have nine 
lives! Luckily the good witch Bella Donna is always on hand to help him out.  
Follow his fur-raising adventures in this enchanting illustrated story 
 
Dick King-Smith served in the Grenadier Guards during the Second World 

War, and afterwards spent twenty years as a farmer in Gloucestershire, the county of his birth. He 
wrote a great number of children's books, including The Sheep-Pig (winner of the Guardian Award 
and filmed as Babe), Harry's Mad, Noah's Brother, The Hodgeheg, Martin's Mice, Ace, The Cuckoo 
Child and Harriet's Hare (winner of the Children's Book Award in 1995). He died in 2011 at the age 
of eighty-eight.  
Bob Graham lives in Australia. Many if his books have been award-winners - he won the 2000 
Smarties Gold medal for Max, the 2003 Kate Greenaway medal for Jethro Byrde, and the Australian 
Children's Book of the Year Award four times.  
 

A strange looking old lady she was, with a beaky nose and a chin that jutted out, and 
she wore black clothes and a tall black hat in top of her stringy grey hair. 
 
Think of all the stories you know about witches and wizards – e.g. Harry Potter, The 
Worst Witch, & The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe. Make two lists – which are  
more spine-tinging?  Which make you smile rather than shiver?! 
 

 

Annie’s Choice   Catherine MacPhail   Barrington Stoke   
978-1781123546 
A chillingly atmospheric story.  Karam loves his new country, his new city, 
his new school – it’s a fresh start. The only problem is Alex, the school bully. 
He won’t leave Karam alone and it’s starting to tarnish his shiny new life. 
But when Karam makes a new friend who promises to help deal with Alex, 
things start to change. Who is Annie? What power does she have over Alex?    

This book is particularly suitable for struggling, reluctant and dyslexic readers aged 8+. 
 
Catherine MacPhail is a highly-acclaimed writer of gritty, urban stories which tackle contemporary 
issues. Many of her books are based on real-life experiences. She has written a number of titles for 
Barrington Stoke, including Under the Skin and Hide and Seek. Her bestselling book Another Me 
(Bloomsbury) has been adapted into a film starring Jonathon Rhys Meyers. She lives in Greenock. 
 

It was as if there was someone else standing close beside Alex. A girl. Was that a face 
he could see? She seemed to be whispering in his ear. And it almost looked as if Alex 
was trying to turn away, trying not to hear what that ghostly image was saying. 
 

Which would you find more spine-tingling – being haunted by a ghost or 
poltergeist, or having a spirit take over your mind and your thoughts?  Could this 
really happen, or is it the power of Alex’s imagination? 
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The Wickford Doom   Chris Priestley    Barrington Stoke  
978-1781124093 
When Harry and his mother inherit a house from a mysterious relative, they 
find that the bequeathing was a cruel trick – the house has fallen into the 
sea. But it seems there’s even more afoot at Wickford Hall than they first 
imagined, as tales of lost children and evil paintings soon capture Harry’s 
imagination. Is there something evil lurking? And can Harry defeat it?   

This book is particularly suitable for struggling, reluctant and dyslexic readers aged 8+. 
 
Chris Priestley’s books include the Tales of Terror series for Bloomsbury, with chilling stories rooted 
in the tradition of M R James, Saki and Edgar Allan Poe. Mister Creecher is a novel inspired by Mary 
Shelley’s Frankenstein and Through Dead Eyes, is set in a haunted hotel in Amsterdam. 
 

The wind grew louder and the sound of the trees and the sea roared in the air and 
drowned out the children’s thin voices. Clouds raced across the sky and covered the 
moon. The garden plunged into darkness as the children moved towards Harry, and 
he ran as fast as he could to the house. 
 
Talk about which part of the story you found scariest – e.g.the children? the 
demon? How do you think the author builds up a scary atmosphere? 
Find out more about Dooms or Doom paintings. 
 

 

Goth Girl and the Wuthering Fright   Chris Riddell  
Macmillan  978-1447277897 
People are flocking to Ghastly-Gorm Hall from far and wide to compete in 
Lord Goth’s Literary Dog Show. But there’s something strange going on – 
mysterious footprints, howls in the night and some suspiciously chewed 
shoes. Can Ada, and her new friends the Vicarage sisters (Charlotte, Emily 
and Anne) work out what’s going on before the next full moon? 

 
Chris Riddell, the 2015-2017 UK Children’s Laureate, is an accomplished artist and the political 
cartoonist for the Observer. His books have won a number of major prizes, including the 2001 and 
2004 CILIP Kate Greenaway Medals. Goth Girl and the Ghost of a Mouse won the Costa Children’s 
Book Award 2013. Chris lives in Brighton. 
 

Bramble Vicarage was standing in the moonlight, which was streaming through the 
open window. His fringe was growing heavier, his nose was getting longer and his 
teeth sharper. He stared down at his hands which were changing into claws, and 
behind him a long, wolfish tail was beginning to wag. 
 
Bramble Vicarage is a werewolf – talk about the legends around these creatures. 
Check out all the references in this story to famous writers – e.g.Plain Austen! 
And look at the end-papers – skulls! Have a go at your own spine-tingling designs. 
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Two picture books 
 
Leo – a ghost story   Mac Barnett & Christian Robinson   
Chronicle Books  978-1452131566 
You’d like being friends with Leo. He likes to draw, he makes delicious 
snacks, and most people can’t even see him. Because Leo is also a ghost. 
When a new family moves into his home and Leo’s efforts to welcome them 
are misunderstood, Leo decides it’s time to leave and see the world. He 
meets Jane, a girl with a tremendous imagination and an open position for a 

worthy knight. They become friends, and their adventures begin.  
 
Mac Barnett is the New York Times bestselling author of many picture books, including Telephone 
and Extra Yarn, which won a Caldecott Honor, and the Boston Globe-Horn Book Award. 
Christian Robinson has illustrated several acclaimed picture books, including Josephine: The 
Dazzling Life of Josephine Baker, which received the Coretta Scott King Honor. 
 

Leo felt awful. ‘She thinks I am imaginary,’ he thought. ‘If I tell her I am a ghost I will 
scare her away.’ 
See the ‘Imaginary Friends’ discussion topic in the activities section above. 
 
 

Who’s There?  Beware!   Patricia Hegarty & Tom Truong    
Caterpillar Books/Little Tiger  978-1848574540 
All is not as it seems in this magic book of changing pictures! As Little Mouse 
travels through the woods alone on a quiet moonlit night, the mischievous 
shadows decide to play tricks on him. Will he make it to Granny’s house safely? 
With ingenious changing pictures and playful rhyming text, Who’s There? 

Beware! Is sure to become a firm bedtime favourite. 

 
A perfect spine-tingling book for very young children – with its funny and reassuring 
revelations to leave them feeling safe and happy. 
Look at other picture books which cause a thrill, then take you to a cosy ending – 
like A Dark Dark Tale (Ruth Brown) & Where the Wild Things Are (Sendak). 
 

And.. 
Spooky!  Ultimate Sticker Collection   Dorling Kindersley    
978-1409354345 
Step into the creepy world of LEGO models that go bump in the night. With 
spine-chilling stories and full-colour reusable stickers, DK’s spooky sticker 
collection will keep children occupied and entertained for hours. Packed with 
fun facts about all your favourite spooky minifigures and sets, such as 
vampires, ghosts, monsters and werewolves. Match the colourful sticker to 

the correct spot in the book or use the extra stickers to create your own LEGO scenes or decorate 

your belongings. Perfect for any LEGO fan – and great for a spooky Chatterbooks session! 
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More spine-tingling reads…… 
 
AUTHOR TITLE PUBLISHER ISBN 

Elen Caldecott The Mystery of Wickworth 
Manor 

Bloomsbury 978-1408820483 

Terry Deary The Vampire of Croglin  Barrington Stoke 978-1781124581 

Tommy Donbavand Fangs Vampire Spy: Operation 
Golden Bum 

Walker Books 978-1406331585 

Emma Fischel Witchmyth Nosy Crow 978-0857634245 

Stella Grau & Joe Sutphin Dr Critchlore’s School for 
Minions 

Abrams/Amulet 978-1419713705 

Michelle Harrison One Wish Simon & Schuster 978-1471121654 

Michelle Harrison The Thirteen Treasures Simon & Schuster 978-1471121678 

Barry Hutchison & 
Chris Mould 

The Shark-Headed Bear Thing Nosy Crow 978-0857632692 

Barry Hutchison & 
Chris Mould 

The Swivel-Headed Ogre Thing Nosy Crow 978-0857633064 

Eva Ibbotson The Secret of Platform 13 Macmillan 978-1447265719 

Eva Ibbotson Which Witch? Macmillan 978-1447265740 

Garth Jennings The Deadly 7 
See our Gobstoppers pack 

Macmillan 078-1447251712 

Megan McDonald & 
Peter Reynolds 

Stink and the Midnight Zombie 
Walk 

Walker Books 978-1406347043 

Sue Mongredien &  
Nick East 

Harry and the Monster Little Tiger 978-1848952997 

David Roberts & 
Alan MacDonald 

Dirty Bertie – Aliens! Stripes 978-1847155122 

Mary Shelley/ retold by 
John Grant 

Frankenstein Usborne 978-0746076651 

Valerie Thomas &  
Korky Paul 

Winnie’s Haunted House OUP 978-0192744067 

Alexander Yates The Winter Palace Simon & Schuster 978-1481445283 

    

SCARY STORY 
COLLECTIONS 

   

Louise Cooper Short and Scary! OUP 978-0192781901 

Louise Cooper Short and Spooky! OUP 978-0192754127 

Dowswell Paul True Ghost Stories Usborne 978-0746093733 

Michael Morpurgo The White Horse of Zennor Egmont 978-1405256759 

Chris Priestley Tales of Terror from the Black 
Ship 

Bloomsbury 978-1408802755 

Alvin Schwartz & 
Brett Helquist 

Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark HarperCollins 978-0060835200 

 
 
   

http://readinggroups.org/resources/755
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Wordsearch answer 
 
Q W X P O L T E R G E I S T X W 
Y P Q X V N W B C E A Z F Q G E 
Z V T L O D T E Q U R O Z O P R 
B M G B R Z V C Z V A M P I R E 
S F H A G V A M V V X B W J G W 
N P G E P X C Z X A L I E N X O 
X O C G H Z Y S Z S X E X W B L 
N V B J H V C X N U Z M L V X F 
O X M K Y M L E L D A S X C H L 
T Q K V K O O P S E X V N B G M 
E Z O N D N P S Q M W U X Z K V 
L V P O Z S S D F X Q I F G J Z 
E P B M B T Q R T M Z A Z B G Q 
K E T E X E L J G D S Z W A V K 
S P I D E R B X N X Q M P V R L 
W J Z V B M X B A T S V N P Q D 
 
 
 
 

      


