
                  
 

 
Chatterbooks Riddle Activity 

   
A riddle activity for Chatterbooks Week, from author Lari Don, one of our 
Chatterbooks champions! 
 
First look at this extract from the story The Three Questions, which is in the book of 
Scottish tales, Breaking the Spell, written by Lari Don, illustrated by Cate James, & 
published by Frances Lincoln.  
 
A loud shouty scary teacher has been called to see the local queen, and is going to 
lose his head unless he can answer her three riddles. 
  

So when he got up the next morning, he called the girl 
who swept the ashes, and he gave her the fur-lined 
cloak and the broad-brimmed hat and he whispered to 
her, “You will go up to the castle, you will answer those 
three questions, and you will lose your head if you don’t 
get them right.”  
So the girl walked up to the castle.  She hid her face in 
the shadow of the broad-brimmed hat, and she knocked 
on the door. The queen let her in, and said, “Right, 
teacher.  Here is the first question.   If you feed me, I 
grow; but if you give me a drink, I die.  What am I?” 
The girl, who swept the ashes every day, smiled under 
the hat and said: “A fire.” 
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“Well done,” said the queen.  “Perhaps you’re brighter than I thought.  Here is the 
second question. When will you find a cherry without a stone?” 
The girl under the hat thought for a moment, then she smiled again and answered, 
“In the spring, when the cherry tree is in blossom, then the flowers are cherries 
without stones.” 
The queen frowned. “I’ll have to ask you a very hard third question, the hardest 
question possible. What am I thinking right now?” 
The girl grinned.  “You’re thinking I’m that grumpy old teacher.”   
She pushed the hat back to show her face. “But I’m just the girl who sweeps the 
ashes!” 
 
Lari says:  
I love riddles. Some of the old stories I tell (like The Three Questions above) contain 
traditional riddles, and I often make up riddles for the adventure novels I write. 
Making up riddles can be easier than answering them, because you start with the 
answer!  So you can write riddles too…  
Here’s one of my favourite riddles:  
I smile when you are happy,  
I cry when you are sad.  
My left is your right,  
When we are both in sight. 
But when you move away,  
I vanish. 
What am I?  
 
(See the answer at the bottom of the next page) 

 
 
Like the riddles the queen asked, it may seem impossible when you first read it, but 
it’s really obvious once you know the answer.  Because a riddle is a set of clues that 
don’t make sense until you work out the answer. 
So, to write a riddle, choose your answer, then build a riddle for it.  
** First choose something quite simple and clear as an answer.   
** Then think of a fact about your answer, and balance it with something confusing / 
contradictory / almost impossible - like eating and growing, which makes sense, and 
drinking and dying, which doesn’t.                                                                                         
E.g. ‘I am this, but I’m not that; I do this, but I don’t that…’ 
** If you come up with 2 or 3 clues, the riddle will sound more impressive.  
** If you make it rhyme, or sound poetic or funny, that’s great, but not necessary. 
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** Make sure that there is only one answer that fits every line and solves the whole 
riddle.  If there are several possible answers, add another clue to cancel out all but 
the right answer.  
 
Here are some possibilities to get you started:  
A table – has legs and a back, but they don’t do what those words suggest 
A book – it has a spine, and leaves / pages   
A river - has a bed, but doesn’t snooze in it!  
What else could you write a riddle about? Could you write modern riddles, for a 
mobile phone perhaps?  
If you want to ask me your riddle, I’ll try work out the answer!  You can contact me 
on: www.laridon.co.uk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Answer to Lari’s riddle: 
A reflection  

http://www.laridon.co.uk/

