
 

Underachievement in reading is a key barrier to 
learning 
A Chatterbooks group was set up in St Gregory’s RC School in Coventry, to 
encourage children who were struggling with reading, and the results were 
positive not only in terms of reading attitudes but in improving confidence 
levels. 

In St Gregory's RC School in Coventry, the Chatterbooks reading groups were 
held at lunchtimes in a comfortable area of the library. The children felt 
relaxed and were therefore attentive and enthusiastic. 

Miss Mclean (Y5 Teacher) said: "Children who were less engaged in class 
have been really enthusiastically taking part". 

Two teachers ran sessions once a month following the themes: 

December – Xmas/Holidays  January – Storytelling 
February – Fantasy    March – World Book Day 
May – Families    June – Summer  

They created a Chatterbooks display 
board with all their book reviews, for 
other children to get recommendations, 
and a scrapbook to record all their 
sessions. 

 

As well as taking part in the sessions, 
children participated in a celebration 
event with authors at Peters 
Booksellers in Birmingham. They 
enjoyed this enormously and gave a 
PowerPoint presentation to the whole school assembly about it which 
boosted their confidence.  

One of the most remarkable things about the project was that it gave quiet 
children, who were too shy to speak up in class, the confidence to speak up.  

 

 

http://readingagency.org.uk/children/quick-guides/chatterbooks/
http://www.stgregorys-coventry.org.uk/
http://readingagency.org.uk/children/news/chatterbooks-celebration-event-at-peters.html
http://readingagency.org.uk/children/news/chatterbooks-celebration-event-at-peters.html


 

Ellie in year 4, was one of these children. Usually, too shy to raise her hand, 
in the Chatterbooks reading group session she was reading to the rest of the 
group and read her own poem aloud at the Author event. She said, of the 
experience "This is officially the best day ever!" 

Another surprise was that there was a huge amount of interest in the group 
from other children in the school. There was a buzz about Chatterbooks 
reading groups in the playground. Children wanted to know when it would be 
their turn and what they had to do to join a Chatterbooks group.  

 


