
These ideas have been tried by Chatterbooks group leaders in schools and libraries and work with
almost any theme or collection of books. They require very few resources and allow children freedom
to design and create in response to books they have read or listened to. 

Hats and Masks
Children love designing and making hats
and masks and they are a great advert 
for your club if they wear them around
the school. Works well with pirates, 
super-heroes and aliens themes.
Templates can be found easily online
or children can design their own.

Designs and models
Children love to design a fantasy
creature, a costume, a house, 
a vehicle or a machine. This is fun to 
do as a concept drawing or some children like to make 3-D models with cardboard, Lego or 
modelling clay. These can then be used in stop-frame animations to retell a story.

Maps
Maps are a great way to further explore a setting of a story. Children can either draw a map of
a land, kingdom or island from a story they have read or they can imagine their own story 
worlds. They love making them look old with tea bags and torn edges!

Posters: WANTED!  WARNING!  ADVERT!
Posters are good fun to make and are a fun way of getting children to have fun with book 
characters e.g. a wanted poster for Gangsta Granny or an advert for an ever-lasting 
gobstopper or a warning poster for not eating Turkish delight in Narnia.
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Bookmarks
Bookmarks can be made to give to friends 
or as a way of recommending a book to 
someone or can be turned into reviews or 
personal records of books read. They can 
even be used as invites for parents and 
friends to attend a Chatterbooks session. 
Templates are available online or children 
can design their own.

Invitations, menus, 
guest lists
Lots of stories lend themselves to
inspiring invitations or illustrated menus 
and imaginary guest lists. You may even 
be persuaded into having an actual party!

Book covers
Designing book covers allows children to think about the information given to the reader 
before the book is even opened and to think about the illustrator and book cover designer. 
They might even consider alternative titles for well-known books and disguise them with their 
own covers and ask others to guess the book.
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