
These ideas have been tried by Chatterbooks group leaders in schools and libraries and work with
almost any theme.

Hot Seating, Interviews, Mimes and Charades don’t take up much space and are more manageable.
Group drama activities work best when the group is very comfortable with each other and where
there is plenty of space. 

Lots of examples of these drama activities can be found on YouTube.

Hot seating
One child is in role as a character from
a book the group has been listening to.
They stay in role and the others ask them
questions about how they felt about events
in the story, their actions and motivations.
Either get children to prepare questions or
do this off the cuff, with members thinking
of questions as you go. If this is a new
activity to the group, the group leader
should start off as a character on the hot
seat and the children ask the questions.

Tableaux or Freeze Frames
Members imagine a photograph has been taken of a significant moment in the story.  
They arrange themselves in a still scene or tableau, complete with expressions and poses.
Adding in giant labels works well for a comic book theme. Great to take photos for display.
The group leader can ask them to voice what they are feeling, seeing and thinking as they
remain in their frozen pose.

Conscience Alley or Thought Tunnel
This is a great way to explore a dilemma or decision that a character in a book is facing.
Choose one child to be the character. Line up the other children facing each other. 
The character walks down the middle and the other children voice the character’s thoughts
both for and against the decision being made as the character passes them.
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Interview the author/ illustrator
Requires some advance preparation. Members find out about an author. Half the group is
the author and the other half is the interviewer. Interview each other in pairs. 

Act out what happened next
Read aloud up to a point where something is about to happen. The children act out what
they think happened next, in pairs or groups. Go back and read what actually happened
next afterwards.

Machines and Vehicles
Working in groups, the children have to make themselves into the different parts of a
machine that works when the group leader turns it on or off. Also works for vehicles – don’t
try and add passengers or drivers! 

Mime a character
Children mime a character from a book
you have been reading aloud and the
group has to work out who they are.

Book charades
Play charades of well-known books.  
This is a great way to get everyone
comfortable acting in front of each other. 
It also works well as a warm up activity.
You can limit it to the books that the 
group has shared or ask children to put
ideas for titles into a hat at the beginning.
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