
Readers are made by readers. We help each other.
And the ideal for this activity is small groups who
share their enthusiasm, their agreements, their
disagreements their preferences and choices of
books. In fact, this social aspect of reading is
essential to children’s growth and well-being as
readers. Chatterbooks helps children to do this.

Aidan Chambers, author, publisher, educator 
and editor

I LOVE the way Chatterbooks turns the quiet,
personal experience of reading a book into
something lively, boisterous and inclusive.
The Chatterbooks experience is terrifically
positive – readers think harder, grow more
confident in their opinions, find a new potency
in words – and in themselves.

Steve Cole, Chatterbooks Champion

As the name suggests, Chatterbooks is about books and discussion in
equal measure. A Chatterbooks session provides at least three authentic
opportunities to discuss books together:

n     Children discuss and review the books they have read since the last
      session and recommend them to others

n     The group leader facilitates a discussion 
      around the theme e.g. spies or aliens or 
      fantastic creatures and relates it to their 
      own experiences and other books and 
      stories they know

n     The group leader introduces a new book, 
      reads aloud, models book talk and 
      encourages the children to respond as 
      the book is being read to them

Book Discussion Guide
Supporting children to discuss, review and 
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Chatterbooks members might discuss the books they have read (or are still reading) with the
whole group or just in pairs. To start with, you may need to use question prompts to open up a
discussion. The following questions encourage children to express their points of view. 
They need to feel confident about widening their reading horizons, whilst comfortable in the
knowledge that it is fine not to like everything about a book. There is no right or wrong answer
to these open questions and everyone will have a different opinion. As well as the group leader
asking these questions, group members can interview each other in pairs and ask these
questions about each other’s books. 

n     Was there anything you liked about this book? 
      What especially caught your attention? 
      What would you have liked more of? 

n     Was there anything you disliked about this book? 
      Were there parts that bored you? 
      Did you skip parts? Which ones? 
      If you gave up, where did you stop and what stopped you? 

n     Was there anything that puzzled you? 
      Was there anything you thought strange? 
      Was there anything that you’d never found in a book before? 
      Was there anything that took you completely by surprise? 

n     Were there any patterns - any connections - that you noticed?
      Was it like another book you have read?
      Did it remind you of another story?
      Did it remind you of a film you’ve seen?

These questions and others and further guidance on book discussions can be found in:

Tell Me (Children, Reading and Talk) with The Reading Environment by Aidan Chambers, Thimble Press, 2011 
ISBN 978-0903355-54-4
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Book Discussion Guide
Ideas for reviewing, rating and 
recommending books

Warnings – either as a poster or
verbally. For example: “Do NOT read
this book if you are easily offended.
This book must be locked up and kept
away from grannies. This book contains
pants and may produce an allergic
reaction.”

Video review – record a 20 second
review and recommendation on a filming
device and email to staff to share with
their classes.

YES/NO pile – Recommend or
Reject. “I would like to put this on the
YES pile because……….

Recommend to a friend –
“I would like to recommend this book
to X (member of the group) and I think
they would like it because……”

And the award for best book
goes to –  as a group, after you have
read a number of books, vote for best
book, best character, best illustrations.
Plan an actual awards ceremony or
make a display of the winners.

Ratings chart – Keep a giant chart to
record the books read by the group with
spaces for child’s name, book title,
author, type of book, star rating and
optional comment.  

Strictly come reading – Children
show their book and rate it and review it. 
“I give this book a 9 because……”

Twenty second advert – ‘Sell’ your
book to other members. “You must read
this book NOW! It’s …….”

Guess my book – Put all the books
in the middle. Children describe their
book in three ways (or three words) 
and the others have to guess which it
was e.g. “It’s fantasy, has pictures and
the main character is called Hiccup.” 
Or “It’s funny, illustrated and in 
diary form.”

Author sorting hat – Each child
writes the author of their book on a piece
of paper which goes in a hat. Group
leader chooses from the hat “Who read
a book by ……….….? Tell us what you
thought.” This helps everyone to
remember the names of new authors
and illustrators.
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Chatterbooks clubs help to broaden children’s reading by giving them access to lots of different
books, different genres and new authors and illustrators. They are guided by other group members
and the group leader when choosing new books and encouraged and inspired to try a book they
might not otherwise have picked up when it is recommended to them by a friend.

With its emphasis on relaxed discussion, most book reviews will be verbal. However, some children
like to complete written reviews. These do not have to be long or complicated. Children can leave
post-it note reviews stuck on the cover of books or leave bookmark reviews inside books to help
other members when choosing their next book. They can also use The Reading Agency’s
Book Sorter at www.summerreadingchallenge.org.uk to read and write reviews.

They can use their Chatterbooks Reading Diary to record what they have read and the group leader
can keep a record to show that the group members are reading widely and from different genres
and styles. 
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Listening to books being read aloud offers Chatterbooks members the opportunity to access books
that might otherwise be too difficult for them to read independently or which they might not
otherwise choose. It often inspires them to want to read the book themselves or with their families.  

As the book is being read aloud, it is helpful if the
group leader pauses intermittently to ‘notice’ and
make comments on the characters, what is
happening, the way it is written, the author’s
decisions and any vocabulary which the children
might not understand. Gradually, the children will
join in with this book talk and start to be aware of
and notice aspects of how the books you read
aloud are written. With positive encouragement,
they will begin spontaneously commenting and
building on the comments of others in the group. 

Sometimes, it is helpful to ask children questions
about the book and elicit feedback from them to

check their understanding. However, constantly interrupting the flow of a story to ask children
questions that they may take a long time to answer can become irritating and children might
become distracted. It is better to aim for a more natural conversation around the book, accepting
differing opinions and comparing it to books they have read before or to their own experiences. 
Recording their comments in the scrapbook is a powerful way of validating their opinions and
collecting evidence of their comprehension skills and book knowledge. 

Some children may offer to read aloud to the group.
Sometimes this can work well, as long as the group leader is
able to continue to comment and model book talk and manage
the discussion afterwards. It is important that all members
know that they will never be asked to read aloud if they don’t
want to.
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Before reading a book aloud, it is helpful to introduce it and model the sort 
of thinking children might need to do when selecting a book themselves.

n     I thought you would all like this book because….

n     It’s called……. and the author is….. and the illustrator is…..

n     On the back, it says ……………………..

n     It’s a fantasy/adventure/scary/ book. I can tell that because…….

n     I’m going to read from the start/from Chapter 3 when… / a really good bit that describes the 
      battle/the dragon/how the character is feeling etc.

Examples of comments to model when reading aloud in order to encourage
natural discussion, response to the book and awareness of the writer’s craft.

n     I love the way the author has started the book. It leaves you wondering, which really draws you 
      in and makes you want to read on.

n     I love the illustrations – they match exactly how the author has described the character.

n     I wonder why the author chose that word? He could have used another word.

n     I’m just going to read that part again because I really like it

n     I wonder why the author has drawn our attention to that. Perhaps it’s a clue. 
      Perhaps it’s important.

n     Look at the way it’s set out on the page. I think the author has done that on purpose.

n     I think the way that character speaks is just like real life. 

n     I’m glad that hasn’t happened to me – I would be really scared.

n     This is starting to remind me a bit of………. because of….
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