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Chatterbooks clubs 

Chatterbooks began in 2001. There are now 750 Chatterbooks groups, with 
over 10,000 children taking part. The Reading Agency, a national charity, 
coordinates the Chatterbooks network and clubs run in schools, libraries, and 
other settings. Author and former Children’s Laureate, Dame Jacqueline Wilson 
is our Chatterbooks Ambassador. Our Chatterbooks Champions are Steve Cole, 
Guy Bass, Jonathan Meres, Ali Sparkes, Elen Caldecott, Lari Don and Tom 
Palmer - all of whom are popular and well-
regarded children’s authors. 

The key theme of Chatterbooks reading clubs is 
reading for pleasure. 

The sessions aim to inspire children and young 
people to read different kinds of books, develop 
confidence in talking in a group and to have a 
good time with fun and creative activities. 

Participation in the groups will encourage young 
people to enjoy reading for its own sake and share their enthusiasm with their 
peers and their families. In addition, young people will be increasing their book 
knowledge and their use of libraries. 

Reading for pleasure and the Chatterbooks model are endorsed by the 
Department for Education. 

Reading, and discussing what you have read, are cornerstones of 
education, and the national curriculum aims to encourage all 

pupils into the habit of reading widely and often. The government 
expects teachers to do everything they can to foster a love of 

reading. All children should be encouraged to choose and read 
books independently as they move through primary school and 

beyond, so they discover writing that interests them, makes them 
think or makes them laugh – and are inspired to read more.1 

 

 

                                                      
1
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Reference:  DFE-00094-2015 



 

Teachers, support staff or volunteers can run a Chatterbooks reading club. They 
are usually run as an extra-curricular club, once a week. The Reading Agency 
provides free activity packs and downloadable resources on the Chatterbooks 
website to help leaders run their club. 

Book clubs are an excellent way of encouraging pupils to read 
widely and frequently, inside as well as outside school, and of 

improving both reading and spoken language skills. The book clubs 
will give children the chance to discuss in a non-classroom setting 
the books they have read and to develop their love of literature 

through discovering new authors and new stories.2  
 

Additional experiences that Chatterbooks members can enjoy include visiting 
and joining the local public library, attending author events, entering 
competitions, and taking part in national reading challenges such as The 
Summer Reading Challenge.   Chatterbooks activities can also count towards 
achieving Arts Award or Children’s University accreditation. The Chatterbooks 
network and website provides a wealth of information and resources for 
running a children’s book club. 

Chatterbooks reading clubs are not intended to replace class teaching or 
literacy interventions for pupils who are struggling to learn to read. A 
Chatterbooks group sits alongside and complements class teaching, guided 
reading, individual reading and one-to-one or small-group interventions. 

I wish I’d been able to join a Chatterbooks 
reading group when I was a child. It would 
have been such fun to make new friends 

and discuss all our favourite books. Lots of 
members write to me and send me their 
stories and drawings and book reviews – 

they obviously love being part of a 
Chatterbooks group. 

                                Dame Jacqueline Wilson, Chatterbooks Ambassador 
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Running a successful Chatterbooks club 

 

Suggested session plan 

 Welcome (5 minutes) 
Welcome and ice-breaker activity, if needed, as children 
arrive. 

 Review books (5 minutes) 
Share and discuss the books they have been reading, 
perhaps recommend them to each other.  

 Discuss the theme. Group Leader reads aloud to the group (5 - 10 
minutes) 
Encourage discussion and building on each other’s ideas. Before 
reading aloud, introduce the book and encourage responses as you 
read. 

 Main Activity (20 minutes) 

Explore the session theme through games, art and craft, drama, 
creative writing or any other way of encouraging children’s own 
creative work. 

 Choosing a book (10 minutes) 
An opportunity to choose books to take home and read before the 
next Chatterbooks meeting.  

 Finish (5 minutes)  
Deciding together on any ideas for subsequent sessions. Reminding 
the group of any special events coming up.  

 
 

NB: Whilst all these elements are essential to a successful and rich book club 
experience, you may wish to vary the order or timings. Some clubs save the 
reading aloud until the end or build in two slots for the leader to read aloud, 
both at the beginning and again towards the end of the session. 
 
 
 

  



 

Planning Chatterbooks sessions                                
 

 How long should a session last? 
The average session usually lasts 45 minutes to 1 hour. 

 How often should I run sessions? 
Weekly sessions work well. Most groups can fit in at least ten sessions 
in a school term. 

What age group is Chatterbooks for? 
Chatterbooks works well for KS2 pupils and for mixed age-groups. 

 Do we all read the same book? 
No. It can be difficult to get enough copies of the same book and all 
children in the group may not have the same reading level, tastes or 
interests. It usually works best to have a theme (e.g. Funny Books) that 
runs across two sessions. The group leaders provide a range of books 
related to the theme for children to choose from and talk about. In this 
way, children are introduced to a far greater range of authors and 
genres and can find a book that suits their interests and reading ability. 
They can take a book home and read it and tell the group about it the 
following week. Children will recommend books to each other and 
swap books with each other. The group leader will also read out loud 
to the group from a book related to the theme.  

 What sort of themes do I choose? 
It is best to choose them with your group, depending on their 
interests. The most popular themes include: Funny Books, Pirates, 
Comic Books, Animals, Spies and Thrillers, Aliens. There are free 
downloadable Chatterbooks packs for a wide range of themes. The 
packs include activity ideas, recommended book lists, templates and 
discussion questions. 

 Do I have to call my club Chatterbooks? 
Not necessarily, although most clubs do. Some groups like to come up 
with their own name.  



 

Exemplar Session Plan 
 

Chatterbooks Group:  

Session Date/Time:  

Session Theme:  Superheroes, Comics and Cartoons 

 

Activity Time Materials and Books Needed 

Welcome and 
icebreaker: 

 Superhero Anagrams (see sheet in 
Chatterbooks pack) 
 

Share and review books 
members have read 
since last session: 

 Rate and Review books e.g. Strictly Come 
Reading: “I give this book a ‘9’ because……” 

 
Discuss the theme 
 
Book to read aloud: 
 

 Discuss which superhero power or skill they 
would like to have 
 
Read Superhero School by Alan McDonald 
 (Or any relevant book from your collection 
or from the suggested titles in the 
Chatterbooks pack) 

Activities: 
 

  
Design themselves as a superhero including 
logo and costume (see sheet in the 
Chatterbooks pack) 
 

Further activity:   
Mime comic book tableaux using comic 
book sound words in giant labels e.g. POW! 
THWACK! Photograph for display. (See 
Chatterbooks pack) 

Choose new books to 
borrow: 

  

Close:   

 
Notes:   

 www.readingagency.org.uk/resources/649 



 

Session Planning Template 
 

Chatterbooks Group:  

Session Date/Time:  

Session Theme:   

 

Activity Time Materials and Books Needed 
Welcome and 
icebreaker: 

  

Share and review books 
members have read 
since the last session: 

  
 
 

 
Discuss theme: 
 
Book/extract to read 
aloud: 
 

  
 

Activities: 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Further Activity:   
 
 
 

Choose new books to 
borrow: 

  

Close:   
 

Notes:   

 
 



 

Planning the book club programme 

You will probably be able to fit in at least 10 sessions in a term.  You could 
include a visit to the public library where children join and receive a library 
membership card, if they don’t already have one.*  

You could also organise a visit from an author or illustrator. 

 

Session Date Notes 

Welcome session (1)   

Session 2  Theme 1: 

Session 3  Theme 1: 

Session 4  Theme 2: 

Session 5  Theme 2: 

Visit to the library   

Session 6  Theme 3: 

Session 7  Theme 3: 

Session 8  Theme 4: 

Session 9  Theme 4: 

Celebration (10)   

Author event    

 
The welcome session will probably involve an ice-breaker activity, deciding on a 
name for the book club, listening to a book read aloud and a short activity such 
as making book marks, name badges, a display or posters. You will probably 
discuss ground rules and expectations and systems for borrowing and returning 
books. 

The final celebration session will probably involve the children receiving 
Chatterbooks certificates and perhaps inviting their families, friends, teachers 
and other pupils to hear about the books they have enjoyed and the activities 
they have done.  

 

 

*Please liaise with your public library service and your nearest schools library 
service 

 



 

Signing up to the Chatterbooks network  

The Reading Agency provides free downloadable resources including 
Chatterbooks activity packs, training documents, information and guidance at 

www.chatterbooks.org.uk 

Here you can sign up for the monthly Chatterbooks newsletter, find out about 
the latest competitions and offers from publishers, and browse through the 
Chatterbooks activity packs, together with quick ideas from other group 
leaders, publishers and our author champions. 

 

 
 
 

The themed Chatterbooks packs contain recommended book suggestions for 
reading aloud and for children to borrow, short warm-up activities such as 
wordsearches, ideas for ways to start a discussion around the theme and ideas 
for longer activities with templates or activity sheets. 
 

It works best for a theme to run over two sessions so that children have a 
chance to borrow a book from the book collection related to the theme and to 
discuss it and recommend it to their peers the following week. 

 

Favourite Chatterbooks pack themes include: Pirates, Alien Invasion, Funny 
Fiction, Spies and Thrillers, Chocolate, Sweets and Treats and Kick-off football. 
 
 

http://www.chatterbooks.org.uk/


 

 

Books for your Chatterbooks sessions 

You will need to gather together collections of books to go with your themes. It 
is really important to have a rich and varied selection to allow for freedom of 
choice. Choose books and reading material at different reading levels and 
include different genres, e.g. fiction, non-fiction, poetry, graphic novels, 
magazines and comics. 
 

Books for your Chatterbooks sessions can be sourced in a variety of ways: 
 

 Use existing classroom or school library 
books. 

 Borrow collections of books from the 
Schools Library Service. Encourage your 
school to subscribe if they don’t 
already do so. 

 Buy books tailored to Chatterbooks 
sessions (see Chatterbooks packs) 

 Set up your Chatterbooks group at the 
local public library in conjunction with a librarian. 

Schools library service  
The service is run by experienced, qualified librarians who have knowledge of 
the curriculum and of children’s literature. They loan boxes of books that are 
refreshed and exchanged. 
  
The School Library Association provides an interactive map of all schools library 
services at http://www.sla.org.uk/schools-library-services-uk.php as well as 
useful information, guidance and links for anyone involved with a school 
library, ordering book stock and reading for pleasure initiatives. 
 
Further information and contact details for all School Library Services and 
details of Children’s Public Library Services can be found at 
http://www.ascel.org.uk/childrens-and-schools-library-services 

 

http://www.sla.org.uk/schools-library-services-uk.php
http://www.ascel.org.uk/childrens-and-schools-library-services


 

Top Tips for setting up a Chatterbooks club  

 Notes 

Enlist the support of key members of staff: librarian, 
Literacy Coordinator, Inclusion Manager, Deputy, 
Headteacher 
 

 

Decide on the day, time and start date.  

Find a colleague, parent, volunteer or some older pupils to 
help run the club with you.  
 

 

Book the space. Ask to use the school library, if you have 
one.  
 

 

Check the school calendar and put the dates of your 
sessions on it.   
 

 

Sign up to the Chatterbooks network and the newsletter. 
Choose two or three themes to start with. Download the 
Chatterbooks packs and print off the activity resources 
and planning tools.  
 

www.chatterbooks.org.uk 
 

Start simple. Plan the sessions so that children can do the 
following: 1. Rate and recommend books they have read.  
2. Listen to and respond to a book being read aloud.  
3. Enjoy a creative activity. 4. Choose books to take home 
to read.  
 

 

Tell pupils, parents and teachers about the club and sign 
children up. Keep numbers manageable. 
 

 

Gather together a collection of books. Explore whether 
your school librarian, schools library service or public 
library service can help with this. 
 

 

Find pens, paper, glue. Make a display board. 
Organise drinks and snacks, if required. Print off the 
register and the book borrowing sheet. 
 

 

Get parents and carers involved. Talk to them and send 
home a letter about the club. Invite them to a session or to 
your celebration.  
 

 

Begin to think about a library visit and discuss it with staff 
and your public library.  

 

http://www.chatterbooks.org.uk/


 

Further Information 
For more information on Chatterbooks, please see: www.chatterbooks.org.uk 

For more information on The Summer Reading Challenge and the Book Sorter, 
please see: www.summerreadingchallenge.org.uk 

For more information on The Reading Agency’s other reading programmes, 
please see: www.readingagency.org.uk 

For more information on how Chatterbooks can be used to achieve an Arts 
Award, please see: www.artsaward.org.uk or contact 
artsawardenquiries@trinitycollege.co.uk 

For more information on how Chatterbooks can contribute towards the 
Children’s University awards, please see: www.childrensuniversity.co.uk 
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