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About the Pack 
National Poetry Day will soon be here again – this year it’s on October 8th, perfectly placed to be 
part of our celebration of Chatterbooks week from the 3rd to the 10th October 2015. 
In this Chatterbooks Poetry pack we’re looking especially at poetry for younger children – with the 
lovely new book from Michael Rosen and Chris Riddell, A Great Big Cuddle (Walker Books) – and 
also at a dynamic poetry session with Chatterbooks children in Hackney which was run by Upasana, 
a 14 year old long-standing member of the group. 
We’re also highlighting more poetry titles and sharing some great activity ideas for your 
Chatterbooks sessions – plus the fab resources for National Poetry Day, which, like this pack, are all 
free to download.   
For even more ideas have a look too at our 2014 Chatterbooks Poetry pack!  
 
Chatterbooks [ www.readinggroups.org/chatterbooks] is a reading group programme for children 
aged 4 to 14 years. It is coordinated by The Reading Agency and its patron is author Dame 
Jacqueline Wilson. Chatterbooks groups run in libraries and schools, supporting and inspiring 
children’s literacy development by encouraging them to have a really good time reading and talking 
about books. 
The Reading Agency is an independent charity working to inspire more people to read more 
through programmes for adults, young people and Children – including the Summer Reading 
Challenge, and Chatterbooks. See www.readingagency.org.uk  
Children’s Reading Partners is a national partnership of children’s publishers and libraries working 
together to bring reading promotions and author events to as many children and young people as 
possible. 
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For help in planning your Chatterbooks meeting, have a look at these Top Tips for a Successful 
Session 

 
 
 
 

http://www.forwardartsfoundation.org/national-poetry-day/resources/
http://readinggroups.org/resources/632
http://www.readinggroups.org/chatterbooks
http://www.readingagency.org.uk/
http://readingagency.org.uk/children/practitioners-guides/chatterbooks-resources/chatterbooks-resources.html
http://readingagency.org.uk/children/practitioners-guides/chatterbooks-resources/chatterbooks-resources.html
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Ideas for your Chatterbooks sessions 
 
Chatterbooks Week Poetry Competition 
National Poetry Day, the annual mass celebration of poetry and all things poetical, 
will mark its 21st birthday on Thursday 8 October 2015 – perfectly timed to be the 
highlight of our Chatterbooks Week celebrations from 3 -10 October. 
 
Look out for our Poetry Competition for children on 
http://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/competition - running from 3 – 30 October 
2015.  Prizes include signed copies of A Great Big Cuddle: Poems for the Very Young 
by two of the biggest names in children’s publishing, former Children’s Laureate 
Michael Rosen and current Children’s Laureate Chris Riddell. 
 
As well as this special Chatterbooks Poetry pack, you can find more resources to 
inspire your Chatterbooks poems and poetry sessions on the National Poetry Day 
website.      

 
Things to talk about 
Get together a collection of poetry books – anthologies, single author collections, 
funny, spooky, themed – all sorts! 
 
What is poetry?  What does it mean to you? 
Collect a list of what your group thinks poetry is and what ot means to them 
e.g. something that rhymes; or that doesn’t have to rhyme; romantic, sloppy?  
boring? funny? emotional – helps you feel or understand things? 
What kinds of poetry are there? – eg. limericks; rap; performance; concrete; haikus 
 
Look at the tips from the Chatterbooks session at Clapton Library, described below. 
 
Your favourite poems?    And your favourite poets? 
See which poets your group already knows and enjoys, and then add more to the list. 
Read three or four poems aloud, each by a different poet, and see which is the 
favourite. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/competition
http://www.forwardartsfoundation.org/national-poetry-day/resources
http://www.forwardartsfoundation.org/national-poetry-day/resources
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Activity ideas 
 
Warm ups 
Make a poem together 
Cars….. amazed…..enjoy ….. stars…..stream…..light….. 
I saw…..smells…..alive…..dream…..broken…..flew 
Use these words, in any place in your poem and adding as many more words as you 
like, to create a poem. It could rhyme, or not; it could be descriptive or full of action 
or conversation. Decide on a title for it. 
 
Or your group could collect its own words and phrases – e.g.  
a) by looking at a picture and jotting down their thoughts and feelings about the 
picture, and words they would use to describe it. 
b) by picking out words at random from a book, or several books 
 

Frame a poem 
Choose a poem and write it out on a page of A4 paper – then design and draw a 
frame around your poem. 
 

Peg up your poetry 
This is a favourite Chatterbooks poetry activity! (It came originally 
from Fordley Chatterbooks in North Tyneside) 
Create a washing line of poetry to decorate your library. This is a 
fun activity which works well with younger Chatterbooks children 
and is ideal for celebrating National Poetry Day in October. 

Get members to look through a selection of poetry books and choose a poem they 
like. Everybody takes a turn to read their chosen poems out to the group. Cut out 
shapes of clothes using cardboard or have readymade templates of clothes to draw 
around and cut out. Write chosen poems on the clothes and decorate.  Hang up the 
washing line in the library and peg up your poetry. 
Materials needed 

 Templates of clothes socks, skirts, knickers, scarfs 

 Scissors 

 Paper or card 

 Felt tip pen 

 Washing line and pegs 

Book stock to select from: 
Raid your poetry shelves making sure you include Nick Toczek, Brian Patten, Kaye 
Umansky, Paul Cookson and Sue Heap. 
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Longer activities 
 

Looking at poetry for the very young 
*Make a collection of poetry and rhyme books for very young children, from your 
library shelves.  See if children in your group can also bring in books from home. 
If possible, have a look at the first two poetry books highlighted below: A Great Big 
Cuddle by Michael Rosen and Chris Riddell, and Here’s a Little Poem selected by Jane 
Yolen and Andrew Fusek Peters. 
*Talk about nursery rhymes and action and finger rhymes. Which ones do children 
remember? Which were their favourites? Why do they think little children enjoy 
them? 
 
*Together make up a simple rhyme with actions, using the theme of light – e.g. sun 
light, starlight, the moon, or maybe a night light, torchlight, firelight, or car 
headlights… 
Learn your poem, and recite and do the actions together – you could make a video of 
it and send to Chatterbooks!  
*In pairs, choose a favourite rhyme or one from your poetry book collection. Learn 
and practise it together then share with everyone. Your group could create a special 
Rhyme Time, and offer to do it for a local playgroup or parent and toddler group, or 
as an event at the library. 
 
Poetry aloud:  Chatterbooks poetry slam    
A poetry slam is a poetry competition. Poems are judged by the audience who 
give each poem a mark.   

 Get everybody to choose their favourite poems or write some  poems 

 Make some score cards 1-5  

 Take turns in reading out the poems 

Hold rounds – in the first round the lowest score is knocked out; in the second round 
the lowest score is knocked out - and on and on until you have a winner 
 
Poetry aloud: Choral poetry 
Choral poetry consists of getting to know and saying a poem together as a group 
activity.  It’s an enjoyable way of experiencing poetry because everyone can join in 
and play a part in the activity. 

 Short, humorous narrative poems are good for this 

 As well as unison, you could include solo voices, or children reciting in pairs or 
threes 
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 Think about variations in pace and volume – you can have good fun with this! 

 And actions, gestures, body movements and finger plays! 
 
 
 
Chatterbooks Poetry session at Clapton Library, Hackney  
– organised by group member Upasana, aged 13  
 

For Clapton Library's Chatterbooks event on October 2014, a long-standing member 
of the group, Upasana, volunteered to perform and teach a poetry session. She does 
a lot of poetry writing, reading, and performing, mostly through her school. She also 
brought her poetry teacher along to sit in during the group. 
 
Upasana had planned the entire session. She and library staff member, Cordula, met 
a couple of weeks beforehand and discussed what she planned to do and what 
materials she needed. 
The children who came to the session, all between 8-12 years old, were: Hevin, 
Victoria, Benedith, Mary, Yesim, Yaren, Amaan, Mocef, Preeya, and Khan. Two 
younger siblings as well as a couple of mums also sat in the session and helped. 
 
First, Upasana got everyone to close their eyes and think about the questions: ‘Who 
am I? What am I like? What do I like to do?’ and then asked them to write their 
answers down. She then asked 5 questions: ‘What's your favourite 
book/film/food/teacher, and what school do you go to?’ and again they wrote this 
down. A couple of the children read out what they'd written, which was lovely 
because they clearly enjoyed portraying themselves and reading it out loud - I think I 
will incorporate that element in more of my groups, it seems to boost everyone's 
confidence. 
 

Upasana read out a poem she'd written herself, and 
showed everyone the "newspaper poem" she'd made by 
using cut-out words and phrases - and then everybody 
started cutting and gluing. We used colourful paper / 
cardboard for the group to glue the newspaper words 
onto, and we gave them some extra decorative bits like 
feathers, eyes, and pictures cut out of the newspapers, 
to add decoration to their poems.   
 
We gave out crisps and sweets at the end, and then 
wanted to spend the last 10 minutes listening to each 
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kid's newspaper poetry creations, but because everybody was busy eating, that plan 
kind of dissolved a little, and the kids showed and read their poems to Upasana and 
to us adults individually instead. 
From an interview with library staff member, Aisha 
 
Upasana’s tips for running poetry events: 
 

 Make sure that young people know that the 
session will be fun, and creative – not boring or 
lame, which is what they may think poetry is like. 

 Base it around them – make it personal. It should 
be a way of helping them to explore and 
understand themselves and the world, so use a 
topic that will get them thinking: the younger 
generation will be able to change the world!                     
Sometimes if you are asked questions about 
yourself, you can end up with something beautiful, 
so I decided to ask the children about themselves: 
I called that part of the session “I”.  

 I didn’t plan the questions before-hand, I just came up with them on the spot 
at the event. They all came up with lists of answers, and then we put them into 
sentences. Of course, younger children don’t have much life experience, so it 
helps to give them some examples of answers, to warm them up and motivate 
them – or to read them a poem as an example. 

 Don’t make them do too much writing – they have to do it all the time at 
school! Newspaper poems are another good, creative way of getting children 
into poetry – I gave them magazines and newspapers and encouraged them to 
cut out words and phrases from headlines that interested or attracted them, 
and then we put them into poem form. They really enjoyed it. 

 
Display from Clapton Library 
poetry event 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upasana, Clapton Library 
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More poetry activity ideas for your group! 
 Write a poem in the format of a letter 

 Poster poetry: choose a poem or compose your own. Write it up as a 
poster and illustrate it, to catch everyone’s attention 

 Listen to a piece of music – collect everyone’s responses and make a 
poem from all the words and thoughts. Then recite your poem to the 
music 

 Use the first line of a famous poem (e.g. When I have fears that I may 
cease to be (Keats) or I must go down to the seas again (Masefield).    
Read the poem first and then, starting with the first line, write your own 
poems. You could express the original theme in your own way – or go in a 
totally new direction!  

 Story poems, read them aloud! – e.g. The Highwayman (Noyes) or The 
Lady of Shalott (Tennyson).  

 Poets/poems on youtube – look up and listen to your favourites, or get to 
know more about poems and poets featured in this pack. 

 Design a cover for a poetry book. This could be for an anthology, a 
collection of poems on a theme, redesigning the jacket of a published 
book, or creating a cover for a book of your own writings! 

 Your favourite poem – write it out and then find pictures to cut out and 
illustrate it 

 Write a poem inspired by a picture – in a gallery, on a postcard, on the 
net, on a magazine. 

 Write new words for a nursery rhyme or well-known song 

 Collect ideas for poems: e.g. waking up in the morning; a season; feeling 
happy/sad; having a superpower; the things I’m going to do/be 
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The Poetry and the Poets - plus the Illustrators 
 
For younger children 

 
A Great Big Cuddle: Poems for the very young     
Michael Rosen and Chris Riddell    
Walker Books  978-1406343199 
Here is a new poetry collection from Michael Rosen, partnering with 
Children’s Laureate Chris Riddell. The poems in A Great Big Cuddle fizz off 
the page with sound and rhythm, energy and laughter, as Rosen captures 
in the most remarkable way what it means to be very, very young. A 

child's world with all its details and feelings - toys and games, animals and made-up creatures, likes 
and dislikes - is vividly conjured up in the most memorable, playful language, and Chris Riddell has 
produced some his most extraordinary pictures ever to bring this world to life. It's a book that will 
be enjoyed by the oldest grown-up and the youngest child. 
 
Michael Rosen, writer, broadcaster, lecturer and performer, is one of the most significant figures in 
contemporary children’s poetry. He has received many awards both for his writing and for his work 
in education. He was Children’s Laureate from 2007-9 and is currently Professor in the Department 
of Educational Studies at Goldsmiths, University of London.  He lives in London. 
Chris Riddell is one of the country’s finest book illustrators and currently Children’s Laureate for 
2015-17. He has twice won the Kate Greenaway Medal. He is a political cartoonist for the Observer, 
and in recent years has had success in writing and illustrating his own books, including Goth Girl 
and the Ghost of a Mouse, which won a Costa Book Awatd. He lives in Brighton. 
 

Fingers in bed Fingers go out  Fingers run 

Fingers wake up Fingers walk  Fingers jump 

Fingers stretch Fingers wave  Fingers fall 

Fingers shake up Fingers talk  Fingers bump              (From Finger Story) 

 

 

Here’s a Little Poem: A Very First Book of Poetry   
Jane Yolen, Andrew Fusek Peters, Polly Dunbar    
Walker Books  978-1406327113   
Here's a Little Poem is a superb selection of over fifty poems by English and 
American authors, including Wendy Cope, Roger McGough, John Agard, Grace 
Nichols, Colin McNaughton, Jack Prelutsky, Langston Hughes and many more. 

Affectionately describing the early experiences of young children, this is a warmly illustrated, 
imaginative world of first encounters. Simple text and exuberant illustrations make this an ideal 
introduction for young children to the wonderful world of poetry. 
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Jane Yolen is the author of more than 250 books for children and young adults, including Owl 
Moon, winner of the 1988 Caldecott Medal. She is also a poet, teacher, reviewer and storyteller. 
Jane lives half the year in Massechisetts and half in Scotland. 

Andrew Fusek Peters is an acclaimed poet and anthologist, whose own work has appeared in 
collections for young children and teenagers. He has written many books, several in collaboration 
with his wife, Polly Peters. He lives in Shropshire. 

Polly Dunbar studied illustration at Brighton Art School and is the author and illustrator of Penguin, 
Dog Blue and Flyaway Katie. She lives in Brighton. 

The moon on one hand, the dawn on the other: 
The moon is my sister, the dawn is my brother. 
The moon on my left and the dawn on my right.  
My brother, good morning; my sister, good night!   (From The Early Morning by Hilaire Belloc) 

 

For older children 

 Under the Moon and Over the Sea   John Agard & Grace 
Nichols (ed.)   Walker Books  978-1406334487 
This anthology, which won the 2003 CLPE Poetry Award, conjures up the 
sights and sounds, tastes and tales of the Caribbean; the experience of living 
there - and of leaving for other lands. There are more than fifty poems by 
over thirty poets, including John Agard, Grace Nichols, James Berry, Valerie 
Bloom and Benjamin Zephaniah.  It has illustrations by Cathie Felstead, Jane 

Ray, Christopher Corr, Darah Fanello, and Satoshi Kitamura.   

John Agard is a playwright, poet and children’s writer. He has won numerous awards for his works, 
including the Paul Hamlyn Award for Poetry and the Cholmondeley Award, as well as having held 
the position of Poet-in-Residence at both the National Maritime Museum and the BBC. His poetry 
collection The Young Inferno was shortlisted for the CILIP Carnegie Medal.  
Grace Nichols has written many books for both adults and children. Her adult poetry collections 
include her popular; The Fat Black Woman’s Poems and among her poetry books for children are; 
The Poet Cat and Cosmic Disco .  She has also co-edited several anthologies for children with her 
husband, the poet John Agard and received a Cholmondeley Award for her work in 2000.  

 
We have neither Summer nor Winter 
Neither Autumn nor Spring. 
We have instead the days 
When the gold sun shines on the lush green canefields -  
Magnificently.        (From Nature by H. D. Carberry) 
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Vanishing Trick    Ros Asquith    Frances Lincoln  978-
1847805393 
How to be Batman, the Year Six Disco, the school bully, being alone, best 
mates, being a dragon… or vanishing – FWOOF! Funny, clever and thought-
provoking, these poems are brilliant for reading at school or at home.    With 
witty illustrations by the author, this is an exciting and distinctive debut 
collection. 

Ros Asquith is a Guardian Cartoonist and author/illustrator of over 80 books for young people.  
She trained as a psychodynamic counsellor at Birkbeck and currently counsels at a primary school 
one day a week.  She lives in North London. 
 

The frost is white fire on the window pane, 
The sun is pale fire in the sky, 
The sky dazzles white around the sun. 
They are waiting for you to come, my love, 
Waiting till you come by.                                (From Winter and Spring) 

 

 

Crazy Classrooms  Paul Cookson & Steve Wells    
Frances Lincoln   978-1847805058   
Friends and bullies, first day and last day, school dinners and dinner 
ladies, playtime and staffroom stowaways, not forgetting the GIANT 
supply teacher… This book is all about YOUR school, so open the door 
and enter the Crazy Classrooms!   Fifty fantastic poems about school, 
great to read aloud and recite together -  from one of the UK’s top 
performance poets. 

Paul Cookson has worked with The National Football Museum as their official Poet in Residence 
since 2004. He has also worked with Liverpool Libraries as Poet For The Everton Collection and his 
football poems have featured on Match of The Day and various national radio stations. His poems 
have appeared in over two hundred collections. He spends most of his time visiting schools and 
festivals, performing his work and leading workshops. He lives in Retford, Nottinghamshire. 

It was frantic at the front and chaos at the back 
Madness rules in the middle of the pack 
Anarchy and mayhem, everybody daft 
On our school photograph 

Pens are in ears, pencils up noses 
Nobody is sitting in serious poses 
If you think the kids look bad – you should see the staff 
In our school photograph     (From Our School Photograph) 



 

Page 12 of 16 
 

 Oi Frog!         Kes Grey and Jim Field     Hodder   
978-1444910865 
This is an hilarious rhyming tale about a frog who discovers that all animals 
have their special places to sit! Cats sit on mats, hares sit on chairs, mules sit 
on stools and gofers sit on sofas, but Frog does not want to sit on a log! Jam-
packed with animals and silliness, this original rhyming story will have young 
children in fits of laughter. 

Kes Gray is the author of the award-winning Eat Your Peas and four more titles in the acclaimed 
Daisy series, as well as Our Twitchy and Who's Poorly Too? - winner of the Red House Children's 
Book Award for Younger Readers. He also works as a freelance advertising copy writer. 

Jim Field is an illustrator, character designer and animation director. From music videos and title 
sequences to illustration and picture books, Jim has worked on a variety of projects. His first picture 
book, Cats Ahoy! written by Peter Bently, won the Booktrust Roald Dahl Funny Prize in 2011.  
In 2013 Jim designed and art-directed the interactive children's exhibition 'Journey to Space' at 
Discover Children's Story Centre. Jim lives in Paris. 

“Oi Frog! Sit on a log!” said the cat. 

 

Rhyme Schemer    K. A. Holt     Chronicle Books  
978-1452145709 
Kevin has a bad attitude. He has a real knack for rubbing people the wrong 
way. And he's even figured out a secret way to do it with poems. But what 
happens when the tables are turned and he is the one getting picked on? 
Using elements of subversive found poetry, Rhyme Schemer is an accessible 
novel in verse that is both touching and hilarious, and will inspire voracious 

and reluctant readers alike.  
It is a celebration of the power of words and their ability to transform lives. 

Kari Anne Holt is the author of several middle grade novels in verse including House Arrest, 
(Chronicle 2015) and Rhyme Schemer (Chronicle, 2014), an Amazon Best Book for Kids and Teens, 
and a Bank Street Best Book of the Year. She has recently contributed to the anthology, Dear Teen 
Me: authors write letters to their teen selves. She lives in Austin, Texas. 

Here’s the thing.   I’m just a kid 
I’m not a poet.   with a million brothers 
No way.    and a grouchy teacher 
I’m also not a monster  and a lost temper 
(though some people might  and, I guess, a temper.   
argue about that). 
 
In this story Kevin creates poems by taking a page from a book and selecting and highlighting 
particular words. At the end of this pack is a page from The Jungle Book for your group to try this 
with.  Or you could copy a page from any well-known book that is out of copyright. 
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Read Me:  A Poem for Every Day of the Year   
Chosen by Gaby Morgan  Macmillan   978-1447287391 

Read Me contains a poem for every day of the year from the very best 
modern and classic poets.   
365 rhymes, verses and poems from the likes of Brian Patten, William 
Wordsworth, A. A. Milne, Emily Dickinson, Wes Magee, William Blake, Seamus 

Heaney, Ian McMillan, Gareth Owen and Walter de la Mare. 

 

 

 Read Me 2:  A Poem for Every Day of the Year   
Chosen by Gaby Morgan  Macmillan  978-1447294009 

This is a new cover edition of Read Me 2, containing a poem for every day of 
the year from the very best classic and modern poets. From poets including W. 
H. Auden, William Blake, Emily Dickinson, Carol Ann Duffy, Seamus Heaney, 

Dylan Thomas, W. B. Yeats, Lewis Carroll, Emily Dickinson, Roald Dahl, Charles Causley, Eleanor 
Farjeon, Philip Larkin and many more. 

Gaby Morgan is the Editorial Director 6+ at Macmillan Children's Books. She has compiled many 
bestselling anthologies, including Christmas Poems, Poems from the First World War, Read Me and 
Laugh: A Funny Poem for Every Day of the Year and, with Pie Corbett, A First Poetry Book. 

Here’s just one poem from these treasure stores – at each of your Chatterbooks sessions you could 
read the poem for that day: a taste of poetry for people to get to know and enjoy! 

At evening  
the cool air rubs my back 
I listen to the bees 
working for their honey 

and the sunset pours light 
over my head like a waterfall.       (From On a Blue Day by David Harmer) 

 

 

Poems About:  Seasons  Brian Moses (ed.)   
Wayland   978-0750291811 
 
This anthology of poems, compiled by Brian Moses, contains a mix of light-
hearted poems and more serious ones, poems that rhyme and those that 
don't. There are plenty of good 'read alouds', thumping choruses, and the sort 
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of poems that children can use as models for their own writing.  Beautiful illustrations bring each 
poem vividly to life. 
Brian Moses has been a professional children's poet since 1988. To date he has over 200 books 
published including Behind the Staffroom Door and Trouble at the Dinosaur Café.  In 2005 he was 
nominated for both the CLPE Award and the Spoken Word Award. He is one of ten children's poets 
invited by then Poet Laureate Andrew Motion to feature on the National Poetry Archive.   He lives 
in Sussex. 

 

Yesterday     And as I lie in bed today 
spring phoned to say    I hear the birds playing the message 
it was on its way.    Over and over again. 

It left      (From Spring Phoned by Ian Souter) 
a chirpy message 
on nature’s answering machine. 
 
 

Ganesha’s Sweet Tooth   Sanjay Patel & Emily Haynes   
Chronicle Books  978-1452145563 
The bold, bright colours of India leap off the page in this fresh and funny 
picture book retelling of how Ganesha came to help write the epic poem of 
Hindu literature, the Mahabharata. Ganesha is just like any other kid, except 
that he has the head of an elephant and rides around on a magical mouse.He 
loves sweets, but when he insists on biting into a super jumbo jawbreaker 

laddoo, his tusk breaks off!    With the help of the wise poet Vyasa, Ganesha learns that what seems 
broken can be quite useful after all. With vibrant, graphic illustrations, expressive characters, and 
offbeat humour, this is a wonderfully inventive rendition of a classic tale. 
 
Sanjay Patel is an animator, storyboard artist, and a short film director for Pixar Animation Studios. 
Emily Haynes is an editor by day and a children’s writer by night. 

‘I’m Vyasa, the poet, and I need a special scribe for a poem. It’s so long that no man could ever 
write the whole thing – all the pens in the world would break before it was done.’ ‘I’m not a man,’ 
said Ganesha, ‘and I love stories… I’d be happy to help you. What is the story about?’ 
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More Poetry to Read and Enjoy! 

John Agard & 
Grace Nichols 

A Caribbean Dozen Walker 
Books 

978-
1406334593 

John Agard, Grace 
Nichols &  
Annabel Wright 

From Mouth to 
Mouth 

Walker 
Books 

978-
0744583830 

Allan Ahlberg & 
Bruce Ingman 

Everybody Was a 
Baby Once, and other 
poems 

Walker 
Books 

978-
1406330007 

James Carter I’m a Little Alien Frances 
Lincoln 

978-
1847804815 

James Carter & 
Brian Moses 

Spooky Poems Macmillan 
(Sept 2015) 

978-
1447272588 

Joseph Coelho Werewolf Club Rules! Frances 
Lincoln 

978-
1847804525 

Nicola Davies & 
Mark Hearld 

A First Book of Nature Walker 
Books 

978-
1406349160 

Katrina Germein 
& Tom Jellett 

My Dad Still Thinks 
He’s Funny 

Walker 
Books 

978-
1406360554 

David Harmer & 
Tim Archbold 

There’s a Monster in 
the Garden 

Frances 
Lincoln 

978-
1847805386 

John Hegley I Am a Poetato Frances 
Lincoln 

978-
1847803979 

Gaby Morgan 
(ed.) 

Poems From the First 
World War 

Macmillan 978-
1447248644 

Gaby Morgan 
(ed.) 

Poems from the 
Second World War 

Macmillan 978-
1447284994 

Brian Moses (ed) 
Natalia Moore 

Poems About: 
Animals 

Wayland 978-
0750291781 

Brian Moses (ed) 
Marcela Calderon 

Poems About:  
The Seaside 

Wayland 978-
0750291750 

Michael Rosen & 
Quentin Blake 

Bananas in My Ears Walker 
Books 

978-
1406337556 

Roger McGough, 
M Rosen, K Paul 

You Tell Me! Frances 
Lincoln 

978-
1847804440 

Roger Stevens I Wish I Had a Pirate 
Hat 

Frances 
Lincoln 

978-
1847806185 

Colin West Never Nudge a Budgie Walker 
Books 

978-
1406364668 
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Page 46 from The Jungle Book – Kaa’s Hunting 

(See above, page 12 – activity idea from Rhyme Schemer by K. A. Holt.) 

Sometimes Bagheera, the Black Panther, would 

come lounging through the Jungle to see how his 

pet was getting on, and would purr with his head 

against a tree while Mowgli recited the day’s lesson 

to Baloo. The boy could climb almost as well as he 

could swim, and swim almost as well as he could 

run; so Baloo, the Teacher of the Law, taught him 

the Wood and Water Laws; how to tell a rotten 

branch from a sound one; how to speak politely to 

the wild bees when he came upon a hive of them 

fifty feet above ground; what to say to Mang the 

Bat when he disturbed in the branches at mid- 

day; and how to warn the water-snakes in the pools 

before he splashed down among them. None of the 

Jungle-People like being disturbed, and all are very 

ready to fly at an intruder. Then, too, Mowgli was 

taught the Stranger’s Hunting Call, which must be 

repeated aloud till it is answered, whenever one of 

the Jungle-People hunts outside his own grounds. 

It means, translated: ‘Give me leave to hunt here 

because I am hungry’; and the answer is: ‘Hunt then 

for food, but not for pleasure.’   


