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Funny fiction 

About this pack 

What do you think is funny?  What makes you laugh? 

Did you know that in animal jokes, the funniest ones are those about ducks?! 

This Funny Fiction Chatterbooks pack is packed with reading recommendations: 
books which are rib-tickling, chuckle-making or straight-out laugh-out-loud -  
plus Funny Fiction discussion and activity ideas for your Chatterbooks groups. 

This pack is brought to you by The Reading Agency and their publisher partnership 
Children’s Reading Partners  
 
Chatterbooks [ www.readinggroups.org/chatterbooks] is a reading group programme for children 
aged 4 to 14 years. It is coordinated by The Reading Agency and its patron is author Dame 
Jacqueline Wilson. Chatterbooks groups run in libraries and schools, supporting and inspiring 
children’s literacy development by encouraging them to have a really good time reading and talking 
about books. 
 
The Reading Agency is an independent charity working to inspire more people to read more 
through programmes for adults, young people and Children – including the Summer Reading 
Challenge, and Chatterbooks. See www.readingagency.org.uk  
 
Children’s Reading Partners is a national partnership of children’s publishers and libraries working 
together to bring reading promotions and author events to as many children and young people as 
possible. 
 
Contents 
 
3 Ideas for your Chatterbooks sessions: Things to talk about 
4 Activity ideas: Warm ups 
5 Longer activities 
9 Funny fiction: Fiction and picture books for you to enjoy 
19 More funny fiction! 
 
 
 
 
For help in planning your Chatterbooks meeting, have a look at these Top Tips for a Successful 
Session 
 
And for more laughs and ideas don’t forget that it’s Roald Dahl Day on the 13th September.    

 

 

 

http://www.readinggroups.org/chatterbooks
http://www.readingagency.org.uk/
http://readingagency.org.uk/children/practitioners-guides/chatterbooks-resources/chatterbooks-resources.html
http://readingagency.org.uk/children/practitioners-guides/chatterbooks-resources/chatterbooks-resources.html
http://www.roalddahl.com/create-and-learn/join-in/roald-dahl-day
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Ideas for your Chatterbooks sessions 
 
Things to talk about 
Get together a collection of funny stories, joke books and comics, so that you’ve got 
lots to refer to, and plenty of reading for your group to share.   
(Have a look at the reading ideas further in in this pack.) 

 
What makes you laugh? 
Talk about all the different things which make people laugh.  Think about: 
Different kinds of funny things – eg:  
Jokes 
Puns 
Playing with words 
Slapstick 
Spoofs and take-offs 
 
The kinds of situations which can make us laugh – eg: 
Unexpected situations 
Expected things 
Unfamiliar/familiar 
Laughing at people 
Laughing with people. 
 
Someone once said that there are three kinds of situations which make us laugh:   
1) When something is strange or incongruous – eg. a penguin riding a bike (see Can a 
Penguin Ride a Bike in the list below) 
2) When we feel superior – eg. to Timmy Failure in Mistakes Were Made  
3) To feel better about an experience – eg. in The Great Hamster Massacre  
What do people think? 
 
Get your group to tell each other about actual things which they laugh at – eg. a TV 
programme; their cat playing; things someone says. 
Are there things which some people laugh at and others don’t think are funny at all? 
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Your favourite funny books 
Make a list of all the funny books your group enjoys – and their favourite authors of 
funny fiction. 
Ask everybody to talk about their number one funny book and say why they 
especially like it – why does it make them laugh? 
Get everyone to try from the list a book which they haven’t read – then report back 
on it at the next meeting: did they like it, or not?  Would they have read it if it hadn’t 
been recommended? 
 

Activity ideas 
WARM UPS 
 
Wordsearch :   ‘Funny’ words 
All these words are about laughing and describing funny things. 
Look for them in the squares below - across, down, diagonally, and from right to left. 
Then talk about what the words mean – can your group think of more ‘funny’ words? 
The Wordsearch solution is at the end of this pack 
 
CARTOON  COMEDIAN  RIB-TICKLING CLOWN 
 
LAUGHTER  PUNS   WORD PLAY  JOKE 
 
SLAPSTICK  HUMOUR  GIGGLE  HILARIOUS 
 
C L O W N W Q  E T U S N U P J G 
D A A X V N M B C Z A S F Q G R 
G U J L O W T E Q W R X H O P T 
Z G C B M O V C Z A D E I M K B 
A H S D G R I B T I C K L I N G 
U T T E Q D W R Y I P O A Q K I 
O E K S H P F S Z C X J R W B G 
L R J L H L G D A N Z X I V X G 
P X O A Y A T E O W A S O C H L 
J Q L P M Y N O V C Z A U N G E 
H W F S D X T S Q E T U S A K X 
C V X T Z R A D F X Q W X I J B 
V P B I A X N L J G D A B D G P 
Q E T C U O L J G D S Z C E V Q 
Z C X K B Q Z P B J R U O M U H 
W J R Y I P L H F D A Z C O S X 
X C B M N C S J P B V Y W C M B 
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LONGER ACTIVITIES 
 
Only joking! 
Get together a collection of joke books and look at all the different kinds of jokes – 
eg:  
Riddles: What is black and white and re(a)d all over?  A newspaper. 
   
Knock-knock: Who’s there?  Merry.  Merry who? Merry Christmas! 
 
Elephant jokes: How does an elephant get down from a tree?  It sits on a leaf and 
waits till autumn. 
 
Animal jokes: Why did the snake cross the road? To get to the other ssssside! 
 
Wordplay: How do you count cows?  With a cowculator…. 
 
And then there are shaggy dog stories and more…. 
 
Choose a theme and get everyone to look for a joke on this theme – or they may 
know one already, or can make some up! 
Get people to practise telling their joke to a partner - then have a joke-telling session 
together – see which jokes make most people laugh. 

Comedy drama 
Get your group in pairs, or threes or fours, and ask them to choose a short scene 
which makes them laugh from one of the books below, or from another of their 
favourite books.  (Or you could suggest some scenes, maybe all agree on one.) 

The scene may already be in dialogue – or it may be a description which needs 
dialogue creating for it – or it may be a description that could be role-played. 

Here are some tips and a playscript template which you may find useful. 
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PLAYSCRIPT: Tips and template 
 

 

TITLE OF YOUR PLAY:____________________  
 
 
 
CHECKLIST 
 

1 My play has a title.  

2 I have listed the characters at the beginning  

3 
I have introduced and described the scene 

(where/when). 
 

4 The characters’ names are written on the left  

5 Characters’ names have a colon after them  

6 I have started a new line for every new speaker.  

7 My stage directions are in brackets (   )  

8 
My stage directions are written in the present 

tense 
 

9 
I have stage directions for how the actors must 

speak 
 

1
0 

I have stage directions for how the actors must 
move  

 

1
1 

Every time the setting changes (changes place or 
time) I have started a new scene 

 

1
2 

I have used CAPITALS or italics to emphasise 
words 
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LIST OF CHARACTERS: 
e.g. John, aged 30, with a beard. A farmer. 
Mary, aged 30, his wife. She is an astronaut. (It’s a funny play!) 
Dargon, an extra-terrestrial from the planet Zorg.  
 
SCENE   Describe where and when the action takes place. 
e.g.  A simple cottage room with table and chair. Mary is sitting at the table writing. 
 
 
Character   Stage directions and Dialogue 
e.g. 
JOHN: 

(Wearing wellingtons and clumping on to the stage. There is the 
sound of rain).  It’s raining cats and dogs out there! 

 
MARY: 

 
I thought I could hear something strange! 
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Funny characters 
Who are your favourite funny characters in children’s books?  Mr. Gum?  Wimpy Kid?  
Norm?  Horrid Henry? 
Which funny character would you like to have as your best friend?  Why?  Or who 
would you not like to have as your best friend?! 

Imagine you’re writing a series of books about the adventures of a funny, likeable 
character like Judy Moody or Barry Loser, who gets into lots of awkward situations. 

What would this character be like? What would you call him/her? 
Here’s a checklist for getting started on creating your character! 

Your funny character 

Name  

How old?  
What does s/he look like?  

Where does s/he live?  

What is s/he good at? 
And not so good at?  

 

What does s/he like doing? 
And not like doing? 

 

Any brothers or sisters? 
How do they get on? 

 

Mum, Dad, grandparents? 
What do they do? 

 

Best friend/s?  
School teachers?  

What is the thing that specially  
makes him/her a funny character? 
e.g. Norm always starts his  
adventures with ‘he knew it was 
going to be one of those days.’ 
Mr Gum hates children, animals, fun  
and corn on the cob. 
Judy Moody – has lots of moods! 

 

Funny things on youtube 
Have a session enjoying clips on youtube that make people laugh, and talk about why 
they’re funny.   
You’ll need to prepare this in advance: ask your group what they enjoy – cats?!  
people’s mishaps?  children? penguins? comic characters? 
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Funny fiction 

Some recent fiction and picture books for you to enjoy 

 

Could a Penguin Ride a Bike?  Camilla Bedoyere  and 
Aleksei Bitskoff   Frances Lincoln  978-1781716649 

Could a Penguin Ride a Bike? provides a fun and informative introduction 
into the life of a penguin. By imagining animals in everyday scenarios, 
readers can learn about their size, diet and other features. For example, a 
penguin chick eats 200 fish a day - so imagine having one round for 

dinner! Featuring superb illustrations and an engaging question and answer format, this title is 
extremely engaging and enjoyable. This book, and others in the series will be sure to keep young 
readers entertained whilst also helping them to understand and retain animal facts. 

Camilla Bedoyere has written over 250 books for children and is a popular QED author. Her books 
cover a wide range of subjects, from science and natural history to geography.   
 
Aleksei Bitsoff’s illustration for the AOI's Transport For London competition was exhibited in the 
summer and his story Me and You gained 3rd place in the Macmillan Prize. He has also been highly 
commended in the Cheltenham Illustration Award. 

Could a penguin play football?  He might think the ball is an egg. He would hide it under his 

fluffy tummy feathers to keep it warm. 
 

Look out for more titles in this series: 

9781781715819 Could a Shark do Gymnastics? 

9781781716649 Could A Penguin Ride a Bike? 

9781781716656 Could An Octopus Climb A Sky Scraper? 

9781781715864 Could a Crocodile Play Basketball? 

9781781716632 Could a Shark do Gymnastics? 

9781781716663 Could a Whale Swim to the Moon? 

Talk about how this funny approach, with animals doing unexpected things, might help you to 
remember facts. 
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Ted Rules the World   Frank Cottrell Boyce ,  
Cate James, Chris Riddell   Barrington Stoke   
978-1781125052  
Ted thinks there’s something fishy going on. Ever since his birthday when 
he got a special loyalty card at the local shop, all his great ideas are being 
thought of by the new Prime Minister too. Now there are laws about 
walking to school and everyone has Mondays off! Could the shop’s 
market research lady have anything to do with it? And if Ted has become 

a Leader, shouldn’t he start thinking up proper laws to save the world...?  
Hilariously spot-on comedy! With high quality cream paper and a special easy to read font ensuring 
a smooth read for all. 

Frank Cottrell Boyce has written many books, lots of films, TV programmes – and the 2012 Ilympic 
opening ceremony. He has won the Carnegie Medal and the Guardian Children’s Fiction Prize. He 
lives in Liverpool. 

Cate James lives in Edinburgh and illustrates the Lollipop and Grandpa books. 

Chris Riddell is an award-winning artist and the current Children’s Laureate. He lives in Brighton. 

Mum and Dad stayed up all night to watch the election results and had clean forgotten my 
birthday.  If I was the new Prime Minister I’d pass a law against that kind of behaviour right 
away. I’d also pass a law against the social problem of people who throw other people’s bags off 
the back of the school bus. People like Evil Owen. 

 
 

Compton Valance: Super F.A.R.T.S versus the Master of 
Time   Matt Brown  & Lizzie Finlay  Usborne   
978-1409590477 

Fresh from saving the universe, Compton and Bryan are whisked off to 
the future to become trainee Time Crime Agents. But when a notorious 
criminal mastermind escapes from a maximum security prison and 
kidnaps Bryan, Compton must race against time to save his best friend – 
and the world – from evil...using only a slimy sandwich! 

Matt Brown has worked as a radio producer, DJ and TV presenter, appearing on children’s channel 
Nickelodeon and hosting shows including The Bigger Breakfast, Love Island Aftersun and “I’m A 
Celebrity...Get Me Out of Here Now!” He is currently the host of the Heart Thames Valley radio 
breakfast show.  

 
Compton and Bryan had broken up for the summer holidays from St Geoffrey’s Junior School 

exactly one week earlier and made every effort to halt the boredom that was creeping 

into their lives. They had already tried to knit a bra out of spaghetti. They had attempted to 

make as many words as possible by using upside-down numbers on a calculator. 

 
See our Compton Valance Chatterbooks Activity Pack! 

http://readinggroups.org/resources/896
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Petunia Perry and the Curse of the UGLY Pigeon  
Pamela Butchart  & Gemma Correll     Nosy Crow    
978-0857634887 

Petunia Perry has decided to write her memoirs. She wants the world to 
know what it’s like to start secondary school with a best friend who 
stages one-person flash mobs in the canteen, a mother who over-shares 
at parents’ evenings and an unwelcome suitor who draws pictures of her 
as a unicorn. But it’s when she decides to start a band with a spoon-

player and a lead-singer who’s a cat that things take a turn for the truly crazy... 

Pamela Butchart has worked as a fishwife, teaching basketball in America, phlebotomist, and Artist 
Liaison for a (really bad) Abba tribute band. She has also written My Teacher is a Vampire Rat and 
The Spy Who Loved School Dinners. She lives in Dundee. 

I was walking to History when Edward stopped me and asked if I was OK. I immediately began 
checking my shirt for chocolate milk, under my shoes for toilet roll and my nose for bleeding. 

“I’m talking about the choking thing yesterday,” Edward said. “You know? Your ‘near-death’ by 
tuna?”   
I burst out laughing. He laughed too. I was surprised that I was actually able to laugh about the 
tuna-ball incident. 

 

 

Stop Those Monsters! Steve Cole &  Jim Field  
Simon & Schuster  978-0857078742 

The Wizard of Oz meets Monsters Inc in this MONSTROUSLY funny stand-alone 
story from Steve Cole.  
‘I’m Bob, a human boy stuck in a land of MONSTERS. I’m trying to get out with the 
help of three – count them, three – incredible creatures. There’s Verity, who 
looks like a giant hamster. Alfie, who’s about as scary as a bag of crisps. And Zola, 
a gorgon who can’t turn people to stone (though she can manage cardboard at a 

push). We’re on a crazy, death-defying quest to escape with our lives. And all around us, the cry 
goes up: STOP THOSE MONSTERS!!!’ 
 

Steve Cole is the author of Young Bond, Astrosaurs, Cows In Action, Astrosaurs Academy, Slime 
Squad, Z. Rex, Magic Ink and many other books (including several original Doctor Who stories).  
In his spare time he loves making music, reading old comics, thinking up ideas for new books and 
slumping in front of a warm TV. 
 

Dizzily I looked round – and did a pretty good gasp of my own. While I’d been staring at the light 
bulb in the sky, different-sized locals had crept out of the different-sized doors in their houses, 
crowding together to watch me. I say ‘locals. 

I mean MONSTERS. 

Talk about why this book is funny and not scary – after all, reading about monsters could give you 
nightmares! 
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The Extincts  Veronica Cossanteli & Steve Wells  
Chicken House 978-1908435453 

George loves to help out at hidden Wormestall Farm, even though it’s full 
of extinctly scary creatures, like the dodo in the dog bed and the 
dinosaurs in the duck pond. When Mortifer the giant basilisk goes 
missing, it’s up to George to find him before wicked taxidermist Diamond 
Pye can add to her stuffed animal collection.  

Veronica Cossanteli grew up in Hampshire and Hong Kong with an assortment of animals, including 
an imaginary pet dinosaur who slept on her bed.   She works in a primary school in Southampton, 
where she lives with three cats, two snakes, one guinea pig and a large number of lizards. Her 
debut novel The Extincts is a wonderfully funny and charming adventure with more than a hint of 
Dahl. 

I’m not great on birds: I can tell an owl from an ostrich and a parrot from a penguin, and that’s 
about it. But now I looked at this bird properly. I knew I’d seen it before – in a glass case, in the 
Natural History Museum. You couldn’t mistake it: it looked like a turkey crossed with a feather 
duster. I stared. ‘Isn’t that…? That’s a dodo! Shouldn’t she be…extinct?’ 

List all the extinct creatures in this story. Can you think of more? 

 

Buckle and Squash and the Land of the Giants   
Sarah Courtauld  Macmillan  978-1447255574 

The sequel to Buckle and Squash and the Monstrous Moat-Dragon by 
Sarah Courtauld – winner of the 2014 Sainsbury’s Children’s Book Award. 
A funny quest adventure featuring two very different sisters, a magical 
snail and a giant who loves to play with dolls’ houses -  sister Eliza wants 
to become a swashbuckling hero, and Lavender dreams of being a fairy-

tale princess.  When Lavender casts a spell to make herself tiny, becoming a giant’s birthday 
present was never part of her plan. Unfortunately, this giant loves dolls’ houses and isn’t letting her 
new toys out of her sight.  Can Eliza and Lavender come up with a cunning plan to escape? Where 
have all the gentle giants gone?  
A brilliantly funny quirky story for fans of How to Train Your Dragon and Mr Gum. 

Sarah Courtauld is a fresh and funny new voice in children’s fiction. She won the Funny Women 
Comedy Writing Award in 2012 and the BAFTA/Rocliffe New Writing Forum 2012, judged by a panel 
including Jennifer Saunders and Chris Addison. She also does stand-up and 12mprove, as well as 
working part-time as writer for Usborne Children’s Books. Her debut novel, Buckle and Squash and 
the Monstrous Moat-Dragon was selected as the winner of the 2014 Sainsbury’s Children’s Book 
Award. 

There were plenty of man-eating creatures in the forests of Squerb: Diabolical Dragons, Grofulous 
Ghouls, the Dread Vole of Gweem, the Very Surprising Caterpillar, the even more Surprising Slice 
of Ham – and Eliza wasn’t going to let them get her, or her family. So she spent the rest of the 
morning practising with her bow and arrows. Soon the garden was dotted with arrows, There 
were arrows in barrows. Arrows in marrows. Arrows in the nests of worried-looking sparrows. 
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The Great Hamster Massacre  Katie Davies & Hannah Shaw   
Simon & Schuster  978-1847385956 

A very natural and honest version of life’s events from the perspective of a 
young girl – from her suspicions about her neighbours, to her rocky friendship 
with the girl next door; from the sudden death of her beloved granny to her 
relentless quest for a pet hamster, only to then find it mysteriously slaughtered 
– which kickstarts a local investigation of ‘suspects’.  

 

Katie Davies has written for The Spectator and The Idler, and written and performed various 
sketches for the Radio 4 comedy show, ‘One’. This is her first children’s novel, with a follow-up 
called The Great Rabbit Rescue. She has also written a collection of poems for and about teenage 
girls, set in a comprehensive school in Northumberland, where she grew up. Katie lives in North 
London. 

Before me and Tom got the hamsters, there were a lot of reasons why we weren’t allowed to 
have any. The first reason was the cat. Our cat is not an ordinary cat that sits by the fire and lets 
you stroke her, and that is because she is from a farm where she was a Wild Cat. We used to have 
another cat and it was a much better one. 

 

 

 

Mango and Bambang: The Not-a-Pig (Book One) 
Polly Faber  &  Clara Villiamy   Walker Books               
978-1406361438 
A charming collection of four beautifully illustrated stories about the 
unlikely friendship between Mango, a little girl, and Bambang, an Asian 
tapir. Mango Allsorts is good at all sorts of things, not just karate and 
chess. Bambang is most definitely not-a-pig and is now lost in a very busy 
city. When the two unexpectedly meet, a friendship begins, filled with 

adventures, and of course, plenty of banana pancakes. The Not-a-Pig is Book One in this new series. 

Polly Faber is a children’s book blogger and volunteer reading helper through the charity Beanstalk. 
She lives in North London. Mango & Bambang is her first series of books for children. 
 
Clara Vulliamy was born in London and studied at Chelsea School of Art, The Ruskin and the Royal 
Academy. She is the daughter of the celebrated author-illustrator Shirley Hughes. She has written 
and illustrated many stories, sometimes collaborating with her mother. She lives in Twickenham. 

 

Have you ever met a tapir? You need to keep a careful watch for them when out and about; they 
are nervous animals, inclined to jumpiness and tend to hide when scared.  It takes a very special 
person to be trusted by a tapir. 
“Banana pancakes?” said the tapir, in a hopeful whisper. He didn’t seem quite ready to move. 
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My Dad Still Thinks He’s Funny  Katrina Germain  & 
Tom Jellett    Walker Books  978-1406360554 

A sequel to My Dad Thinks He’s Funny, and a great Father’s Day gift, dad is 
back by popular demand with more hilarious material in this witty 
celebration of dad humour. Dad still thinks he’s funny... and says silly things 
like ”I’ve told you fifty million times, don’t exaggerate.”  

By turns funny and sweet, and with exciting art from award-winning illustrator Tom Jellett, this is 
the perfect read for anyone who enjoys a good laugh – and the occasional eye roll! 

Katrina Germein is an award-winning picture-book author from Australia; her previous titles 
include My Dad Thinks He’s Funny. 

Tom Jellett is an Australian illustrator based in Sydney. Tom has been an editorial illustrator for 
News Limited, working on The Australian, The Weekend Australian and The Daily Telegraph. 

 
If I tell Dad I need new shoes, he says, “But those ones were new when we bought them.” 
My Dad thinks he’s really funny. 

Have a look at Only Joking! on page 5 of this pack. 

 

 

Don’t Look Now: A Magician Never Tells and Elephant 
Bones Paul Jennings & Andrew Weldon     Hodder   
978-1444921250   
Ricky is an ordinary boy, about 10 years old, who dreams of being 
famous. And he has a secret that might just help him realise this dream. 
Because Ricky can fly. Truly. He can really fly. But there's a hitch. He can 
only fly when absolutely no one is looking. If a person, or an animal, or a 
bird sees him while he's flying, he will fall out of the sky and almost 

certainly die. Will he risk flying in public, just for a shot at being something more than ordinary? The 
first book in this brilliant new series contains two complete stories, broken into short chapters, 
liberally illustrated with hilarious cartoons. After his first selection of misadventures, Ricky is 
grounded - but that's not going to stop this boy who was meant to fly! 

A former teacher and specialist in the field of engaging reluctant readers, Paul Jennings has 
published over 100 books, won every Australian children's choice award (several times) and has 
amassed sales of 9 million copies across the world. His work is translated into 18 languages. 

 
‘You’re grounded, Ricky,’ said Mum.  ‘Yes,’ said Dad, ‘In more ways than one.’ 
He gave me a meaningful look. 
‘No movies.’   ‘What?’ 
‘No Macca’s.’  ‘That’s cruel.’ 
‘No swimming,’ ‘Give me a break.’ 
Mum grabbed my phone and put it in her pocket. 
‘No phone.’   I let my face do the talking.  

Check out the cartoon illustrations in this book – and have a session on cartoons: bring a collection 
for everyone to look at and choose their favourites.    
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Penny Dreadful is Incredibly Contagious   Joanna Nadin  
& Jess Mikhail    Usborne  978-1409554547 

This title features three hilarious short stories in one book: Penny 
Dreadful and the Best Friend, in which Penny finds herself getting on 
unusually well with her arch-enemy Bridget Grimes; Penny Dreadful is 
Incredibly Contagious, in which a case of chicken pox and the ensuing 
time off school mean that Penny is forced to make her own 
entertainment, and Penny Dreadful becomes a Tycoon, in which Penny 
and Cosmo devise a helmet that can expand your brain, in order to win 

a TV game show. 

Joanna Nadin is an aithor of children’s and teen fiction, best known for the Rachel Riley series of 
novels.  She is a winner of the Lancashire Fantastic Book award, Blue Peter ‘Book of the Month’ and 
Radio 4 Open Book ‘Book of the Year’, has twice been shortlisted for the Queen of Teen award, and 
Spies, Dad, Big Lauren and Me was selected for the Richard and Judy Book Club. In 2011, Penny 
Dreadful is a Magnet for Disaster was shortlisted for the Roald Dahl Funny prize. 

…this week something UNPRECEDENTED happens which means it is completely new and has not 
happened before and it is CHICKENPOX. What happens is on Monday I find a small red spot on my 
chest and I think it is from where me and Cosmo were pretending to have been hit by the beams 
from laser-eyed dogs. Only the red dot does not wash off in the bath… 

 

 

Moone Boy – The Blunder Years  Chris O’Dowd & Nick V Murphy  
Macmillan  978-1447270959 

Martin Moone is eleven and completely fed up with being the only boy in a family 
of girls. He’s desperate for a decent wingman to help him navigate his idiotic life. So 
when best mate Padraic suggests Martin get an imaginary friend – or ‘IF’ for short – 
he decides to give it a go. His first attempt is Loopy Lou, a hyperactive goofball who 
loves writing rubbish rap songs. But Martin soon gets fed up with Lou’s loopiness. 

Enter Sean ‘Caution’ Murphy, an imaginary office clerk in a bad suit with a passion for laziness and a 
head full of dodgy jokes. But having TWO imaginary friends is a recipe for trouble! 

Chris O’Dowd is an award-winning actor, writer and director. He has appeared in many films and 
has also starred in cult TV series The IT Crowd, as well as Moone Boy for Sky, which he wrote and 
directed with his friend Nick Vincent Murphy. He is currently based in LA.  
Nick Vincent Murphy co-wrote a short film, Capturing Santa, with Chris O’Dowd, which they then 
developed into comedy series Moone Boy, which recently won an International Emmy for Best 
Comedy. 

It was the summer holidays and it was raining. Again. Martin Moone might have been free from 
the shackles of the classroom, but now he was forced to do even more hard time at home, with 
the fierce females of his flippin’ family. And he was fast finding out that women are a  tricky 
bunch. Sisters are even trickier. 
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Timmy Failure: Mistakes Were Made  Stephan Pastis   
Walker Books  978-1406347876 

Perfect for fans of Wimpy Kid and Big Nate, this is the first book in the New 
York Times bestselling series. Listed as one of 100 Modern Children’s Classics 
by The Sunday Times, it was also a Booktrust Best Book Awards winner.   
Meet Timmy Failure, founder of the “best” detective agency in town – Total 
Failure, Inc. With the help of his polar bear, Total, the clueless, comically self-

confident Timmy already has plans for world domination. Plans that will make his mother rich and 
unpaid bills a thing of the past. And plans that will defeat Corrina Corrina, “The One Whose Name 
Shall Not Be Uttered”. But she’s not going away.  

Stephan Pastis is an attorney turned cartoonist. He is is the creator of Pearls Before Swine, an 
acclaimed comic strip that appears in more than six hundred newspapers and boasts a devoted 
following. Timmy Failure: Mistakes Were Made was his first book for young readers. He lives in 
Northern California, in the Bay Area.  

My name is Failure. Timmy Failure…I’d ask that you get your ‘failure’ jokes out of the way now. I 
am anything but. I am the founder, president and CEO of the detective agency I have named after 
myself. Failure, Inc. is the best detective agency in the town, probably the country. Perhaps the 
world.     What do YOU think? 

 

Dara Palmer’s Major Drama   Emma Shavah    
Chicken House   978-1910002322 
Meet eleven-year-old Dara Palmer. She loves dancing and dreams of being a 
world-famous actress – which means she has to get the main part in the 
school play. When she doesn’t get any part at all, Dara begins to wonder 
whether it’s because of her looks rather than her acting skills. But Dara has 
big ideas – and is determined not to let prejudice stop her from being in the 
spotlight 

 
Emma Shevah is half-Irish and half-Thai and was born and raised in London. She has travelled 
extensively and has lived in Australia, Japan, India and Jerusalem before moving back to the UK with 
her family. Emma has been a restaurant manager, a copy writer, an English teacher, a CV advisor 
and is now a blogger and author. Dream on, Amber is her debut novel. 

I didn’t ask to be Cambodian. In my mind movies I had vanilla skin, sparkly aquamarine eyes, a 
cute waffle-cine nose and honey hair, because with looks like that, everything was possible. If I 
could, I’d have wiped my past away like writing off a whiteboard. I wanted it to have nothing to 
do with me, because along with all the pluses of being adopted, there were minuses too. 

There are serious themes in this book – for example, about being orphaned and adopted, and 
looking different from everyone else. Talk about how they’re expressed with humour and how this 
works.  
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Horrid Henry’s Cannibal Curse  Francesca Simon  & 
Tony Ross   Orion  978-1444000184 
The final collection of four brand new utterly horrid stories; Horrid 
Henry's Bake-Off sees Henry and Margaret go head-to-head in a hotly 
contested baking competition, Henry triumphantly reveals his top tips in 
Horrid Henry's Extra Horrid Guide to Perfect Parents, he reads an 
interesting book about Evil Evie, a really naughty girl not too dissimilar to 
himself in Horrid Henry's Bad Book, and conjures up an ancient cannibal's 

curse to deal with his enemies and small, annoying brother in Horrid Henry's Cannibal Curse. 

Francesca Simon has worked for the Sunday Times, Guardian, Mail on Sunday, Telegraph, and 
Vogue. She then started writing children’s books full time and has published over 50 books, 
including the Horrid Henry series, which has now sold over 15 million copies. She lives in London. 

Tony Ross went to Liverpool College of Art. He became an art director at an Advertising Agency and 
then went into teaching. His first book was published in 1976 and he has illustrated over 800 books 
for authors such as Roald Dahl, David Walliams, Paula Danziger and Michael Palin.  

 

 

My Brother is a Superhero    David Solomons     
Nosy Crow 978-0857634795 

Luke is a comic-mad eleven-year old who shares a treehouse with his 
geeky older brother, Zack. Luke’s only mistake is to go for a wee right at 
the wrong time. While he’s gone, an alien gives his undeserving, never-
read-a-comic-in-his-life brother superpowers and then tells him to save 
the universe.  
Luke is massively annoyed about this, but when Zack is kidnapped by his 

arch-nemesis, Luke and his friends have only five days to find him and save the world... 
 

David Solomons has been writing screenplays for many years. His first feature film was an 
adaptation of Five Children and It (starring Kenneth Branagh and Eddie Izzard, with gala screenings 
at the Toronto and Tribeca Film Festivals). My Brother is a Superhero is his first novel for children. 
He was born in Glasgow and now lives in Dorset.  
 

Within minutes the footage, “Star Lad vs the 227”, had thirty hits. An hour later the number of 
views reached three thousand. By the end of the day over a quarter of a million people had 
watched my brother stop a runaway bus using telekinesis. By the end of the week Star Lad was 
bigger than the cutest cat on the Internet…. 
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Prince Frog Face    Kaye Umansky  &  Ben Whitehouse    
Barrington Stoke  978-1781124437 
Prince Valentine of Romantica is absolutely outraged – some raggedy old 
witch has had the audacity to turn him into a frog! A FROG! This just 
cannot be allowed to stand. He’s far too busy interviewing princesses for 
the honoured post of his girlfriend, to be hopping around and squatting 
in murky water. He had a points system and everything. But apparently 
he needs to learn manners. A side-splitting comedy caper, complete with 

Kaye Umansky’s sparkling wit and spot-on humour, this is sure to be a hit with boys and girls of all 
ages. Particularly suitable for struggling, reluctant and dyslexic readers aged 8+ 

Kaye Umansky trained as a teacher, before writing children’s novels and picture books after her 
daughter was born. Kaye is the much-loved author of the Pongwiffy series and the Clover Twig 
books, She lives in London. 

 

I broke off a corner of the omelette and placed it in my mouth. It didn’t taste at all nice. I had an 
unexpected fancy for a mouthful of crispy mayflies. Oh no! The sooner I got changed back into a 
prince the better. 

 

 

Rude Cakes  Rowboat Watkins  Chronicle Books 978-
1452138510 

Who knew that cakes were so rude?! In this deliciously entertaining book, a 
not-so-sweet cake—who never says please or thank you or listens to its 
parents—gets its just desserts. 
Mixing hilarious text and pictures, Rowboat Watkins, a former Sendak 
Fellow, has cooked up a laugh-out- loud story that can also be served up as 

a delectable discussion starter about manners or bullying, as it sweetly reminds us all that even the 
rudest cake can learn to change its ways. 
 
Rowboat Watkins is mostly a dad, who likes to tell stories and draw. He lives with his family in 
Brooklyn, NY. 

 

Rude cakes never share, and they’re never sorry because they’re never, ever wrong. They also 
think baths are dumb and that bedtime is for donut holes. 
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More funny fiction !      
 

Beatrice Alemagna The Five Misfits Frances Lincoln 978-
1847806376 

Mac Barnett & Jory John, 
and Kevin Cornell 

The Terrible Two Abrams 978-
1419716676 

Pseudonymous Bosch Bad Magic Usborne 978-
1409587682 

John Chambers The Seven Deadly 
Finns 

Walker 978-
1406350081 

Frank Cotterell 
Boyce 

The Astounding 
Broccoli Boy      

Macmillan 978-
1405054676 

Meg Cabot Notebooks of a 
Middle School 
Princess 

Macmillan 978-
1447280651 

Steve Cole Magic Ink Simon & 
Schuster 

978-
0857078704 

Tim Federle Better Nate Than Ever Walker Books 978-
1406361537 

Andy Griffiths & Terry 
Denton  

The 13-Storey 
Treehouse 

Macmillan 978-
1447279785 

Shannon and Dean Hale & 
LeUyen Pham 

The Princess in Black Walker 978-
0763678883 

Candy Harper Perfectly Ella Simon & 
Schuster 

978-
1471124174 

Anthony Horowitz The Diamond 
Brothers:The French 
Confection 
 

Walker 978-
1406304923 

Martin Howard Shaun the Sheep: On 
the Ball 

Walker Books 978-
1406358353 
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Garth Jennings The Deadly 7 Macmillan 978-
1447251712 

Tanya Landman Sam Swann’s 
Movie Mysteries: 
Attack of the 
Blobs!!! 

Walker 978-
1406358186 

Margaret McAllister & 
Holly Sterling 

15 Things Not to Do 
with a Baby 

Frances Lincoln 978-
1847807526 

Felix Massie Terry Perkins and His 
Upside Down Frown 

Frances Lincoln 978-
1847806208 

Jonathan Meres The World of Norm: 
May Contain Buts 

Orchard Books 978-
1408334065 

Alex Milway Pigsticks and 
Harold and the 
Incredible Journey 

Walker Books 978-
1406340556 

Gary Northfield Julius Zebra: Rumble 
with the Romans! 

Walker Books 978-
1406354928 

Smiriti Prasadam-Halls & 
Katherina Manolessou 

 T- Veg: the Tale of a   
Carrot-Crunching 
Dinosaur 

Frances Lincoln 978-
1847806833 

Brandon Robshaw The Big Wish Chicken House 978-
1908435897 

Rachel Renee Russell Dork Diaries: 
Drama Queen 

Simon & 
Schuster 

978-
1471117701 

Heidi Schulz Hook’s Daughter Chicken House 978-
1910002216 

Emma Shevah Dream On, Amber Chicken House 978-
1908435644 

Andy Stanton The Story of Matthew 
Buzzington 

Barrington  
Stoke 

978-
1781124147 
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Sean Taylor & Hannah Shaw The World Famous 
Cheese Shop Break-in 

Frances Lincoln 978-
1847804303 

Steve Voake & 
Jessica Meserve 

Hooey Higgins and 
the Storm 

Walker Books 978-
1406343311 

Catherine Wilkins My Brilliant Life and 
other Disasters  

Nosy Crow 978-
0857631596 

Henry Winkler Hank Zipzer: The 
Colossal Camera 
Calamity 

Walker Books 978-
1406359732 

FUNNY FICTION:  
                       More favourites 

   

Michael Bond & Peggy 
Fortnum 

A Bear Called Paddington HarperCollins 978-
0007174164 

Roald Dahl & Quentin Blake George’s Marvellous Medicine Puffin 978-
0141346403 

Anne Fine Bill’s New Frock Egmont 978-
1405233187 

Claire Freedman & Ben Cort Aliens Love Underpants! Simon & 
Schuster 

978-
1416917052 

Jeff Kinney Diary of a Wimpy Kid Puffin 978-
0141324906 

Arnold Lobel Frog and Toad Together HarperCollins 978-
0007512928 

Megan McDonald & Peter 
Reynolds 

Judy Moody Saves the World! Walker Books 978-
1406335842 

Dav Pilkey The Adventures of Captain 
Underpants 

Scholastic 978-
0439014571 

Jim Smith Barry Loser: I am Not a Loser Egmont 978-
1405260312 

Jeremy Strong The Hundred Mile An Hour Dog Puffin 978-
0141322346 

Andy Stanton & David 
Tazzyman 

You’re a Bad Man Mr Gum! Egmont 978-
1405274920 

Valerie Thomas & Korky Paul Winnie the Witch OUP 978-
0192726438 

David Walliams & Quentin 
Blake 

Mr Stink HarperCollins 978-
0007279067 
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Wordsearch solution 
 
C L O W N W Q  E T U S N U P J G 
D A A X V N M B C Z A S F Q G R 
G U J L O W T E Q W R X H O P T 
Z G C B M O V C Z A D E I M K B 
A H S D G R I B T I C K L I N G 
U T T E Q D W R Y I P O A Q K I 
O E K S H P F S Z C X J R W B G 
L R J L H L G D A N Z X I V X G 
P X O A Y A T E O W A S O C H L 
J Q L P M Y N O V C Z A U N G E 
H W F S D X T S Q E T U S A K X 
C V X T Z R A D F X Q W X I J B 
V P B I A X N L J G D A B D G P 
Q E T C U O L J G D S Z C E V Q 
Z C X K B Q Z P B J R U O M U H 
W J R Y I P L H F D A Z C O S X 

 
 


